
SCHOOL IS COOL It’s not just a place where you get to learn Einstein’s Theory of
Relativity. It’s also a place where you can think beyond the
classroom. Hence we say, SCHOOL IS COOL!
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Aspiritual genius of com-
manding intellect and pow-
er, Swami Vivekananda was

the world spokesperson for Vedan-
ta. To commemorate his birthday,
the students had an animated dis-

cussion on the teachings of Swami
Vivekananda. He was a great inspi-
ration for the youth of India. Dur-
ing the morning assembly period,

the students wrote a paragraph each
about how his life and teachings in-
spired them and influenced their
thinking process.

Students also did a declamation
of his Chicago speech, dressed up
like Swami Vivekananda. They
shared some of Swamiji's inspiring
and motivating quotes with teach-
ers and peers.

Time well spent listening to bird calls
and spotting feathered beauties 

Going birding during the weekends is
something I look forward to. I have
been birding to many places. During

a recent trip to Chikkamagaluru, we went
bird watching at various locations, but one
stood out from them all: The Chikmagalur
Golf Club.

Located 10 minutes from the city, the
Golf Club supports a large variety of birds.
When we entered the place we were delighted
to hear the calls of the Chestnut-headed Bee-
Eater, the screeches of the Greater-Racket
tailed Drongo, and the rasps of the Vernal
Hanging Parrot. The morning was made
special by the many sightings, notably the
Jerdon's Leafbirds, Greater-Racket Tailed
Drongos, and Verditer Flycatchers. It was a
satisfying few hours spent at  the greens.

Encouraged by what we had seen in the
morning, we visited the place again in the
evening. We caught a glimpse of the elusive
Indian Pitta foraging amongst the leaves and
the spot-breasted fantail hawking insects.
We were now determined to get a good look
at the Indian Pitta. We parked our car and
walked through a mud road, hoping to catch
sight of the Pitta. We walked for a good
2 hours with no sign of the Pitta.
On the way back to the car at
about 6 pm we saw a colorful bird
fly past us from the side of the
road. We tracked the bird. It
flew on to a mud ground ahead
of us. A few seconds later it
dawned on us it was the Pitta
which was hopping on the
ground; soon enough we heard
its sweet whistle, but we could-

n't see it. At around 6:20
pm we decided to call it a

day as the Pitta was no
more calling and it was
dark.

While we were looking
for the pitta, we saw a lesser Yellow-

nape (woodpecker) come and sit on a euca-
lyptus tree above us. Some other birds we
saw there were the Plum-Headed Parakeet,
White-Naped Woodpecker, Black-Rumped
Flameback, Tickell's Blue Flycatcher, Mal-
abar Parakeet and Golden-fronted Leafbird.

I can never tire of watching birds, lis-
tening to calls and trying to identify new
birds. These birding trips always make my
weekends special.

Aarush Arun, GEAR Innovative International
School

Realistic stories of
compassion and love
A

s the pandemic con-
tinues to control
almost every aspect

of our lives, the entertain-
ment industry was nega-
tively affected. With fewer
movies, books etc being
released, I was quite sur-
prised when I got the book
“Grandparents’ Bag of
Stories” by the renowned
author “Sudha Murty”. This
first covid-era book was a
Christmas present. It had
been released just a few
days earlier. 
It is the most unique,
splendidly written books I
have ever read. It portrays
the wonderful bond
between grandparents and
their five grandchildren,
who come to stay with
them during the lockdown.
It beautifully depicts the
real hardships of the pan-
demic and how the com-
passionate grandparents
and children help the
needy by giving out rations

and masks. It has brilliant,
unforgettable stories and
anecdotes by the grand-
parents to entertain the
children, which is arguably
my favourite part of the
book.  

However, the stories
weren’t the only feature
about the book which
made it special. Little did I
know, it was a limited edi-
tion copy, signed by the
author herself, along with
a handwritten note. It
read, “books are never
failing friends, real joy is in
reading”, which I truly
agree with. It is one of the
most special, treasured
books I have owned, not
only as it was a signed
copy, but also because of
the stunning realism and
sense of animation it has

been written with.
Ayush Shenoy, class VII,

DPS Whitefield

Book: Grandparents’
Bag of Stories
Author: Sudha Murty
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Swami
Vivekananda's
teachings
discussed 

Early humans evolved 2 million years ago,
facing every obstacle, every whim of nature.
And humanity took just about 2 centuries,
to get arrogant, worse than savage creatures.
If all of earth's life until now
is compared to a 24-hour day,
we haven't even been around for 2 minutes,
yet we think we have a say
over the forces of nature that have mercy on us,
the forces of nature that let us stay.
We've walked so recklessly over our home,

and now she will make us pay.
She gave and gave like a mother would,
and we took and took and took.
Arrogance hid from us her screams of agony,
until one. day, the very ground shook.
We have been a virus to her,
breaking down every cell.
Now she will not let us go,
until we've seen the depths of hell.
The men at the top, the greedy rich ones,
kept carving out pieces of her for profit.

And though they face her rage now,
innocent ones bear the brunt of it.
We've really messed up as a race.
For years, we'll have to compensate.
Or it wouldn't take too long,
for Earth to decide our fate.
We have to make it up to her, and,
learn this lesson for the next generation,
for, we haven't inherited our home from our elders,
but have borrowed it from our children.
Pavithra, class XII,  Navkis Educational Centre

As the pages of my diary turned,
I saw the memories unfold;
What had seemed so beautiful then
Is now actually misery untold.

As the days passed, one by one,
Bringing drastic changes along,
I saw myself standing, holding on
To the past where I had belonged.

"Is it right," I asked myself,
"To hold on to 0
That seemed to make my life a joy
But have now turned the tables on me?"

As I stood in the dark storm where

The past transformed into future,
I realized that I should now move on
Or the present would always be a blur.

As I let myself be pulled slowly
By the storm that led to future, at last,
I began to see the beautiful things
That I had missed, thinking about my past.

Indeed, the past was enchanting
But the future holds something more,
What I see now is no less than beautiful-
It is something I had never known.

Rishika Gitta, class X, 
Whitefield Global School

There is no denying the fact that
personality development has
become one of the core areas of
human development today. It is
being given due importance in
schools as well, as student life is
considered to be the best time
to develop the personality of an
individual.
The overall nature and character

are a part of one's personality.
Our nature and character  are
decided by our thinking and
action. To develop our personali-
ty, we need to be aware of the
way we think. This is the basic
principle which controls personal-
ity development.
The first step towards personali-
ty development is to train our

mind to think positively.  We need
to be alert to ensure that when
negative thoughts come to our
mind, we replace it with positive
thoughts. We can do it when we
have complete control on what
we think. Positive thinking leads
to positive action, which further
leads to positive habits followed
by positive nature, positive char-

acter and finally a positive per-
sonality.
Thus personality development is
a process which starts with posi-
tive thinking and finally leads to
a developed personality, provided
we continue our efforts and have
the patience to see its benefits. 
_ Bhagirath Prasad, personality devel-
opment consultant

Make positive thinking your trait

TRANSFORMATION

JUNGLE BABBLER

BLACK-RUMPED FLAMEBACK

INDIAN GREY HORNBILL

CHESTNUT-HEADED
BEE-EATER

GOLDEN-FRONTED LEAFBIRD

T IME TO NATURE



KNOW YOUR HEROES
We present you back stories of the magnificent bunch which

gave Indian cricket ‘a win to remember’ for ages to come

The man from Rajkot is not very
expressive but has dealt with adversity
because of a strong mental make-up
largely due to his coach and father
Arvind Pujara. He lost his mother while
playing junior cricket but never wavered
from his goal despite the tragedy. Those
hits on the body and knuckles in
Brisbane on Tuesday will be the medals
he would like to wear all his life.

CHETESHWAR PUJARA
Son of an auto-rickshaw driver from
Hyderabad. He lost his father during
the tour but decided to stay for the
team and miss the last rites. He got
a maiden five for in his debut series
and was all choked up while
dedicating the feat to the memory
of his father. The youngster handled
racist abuse from Australian fans
with the same resolve.

MOHAMMED SIRAJ

The everyday man on that
Mumbai local train travelling
from Mulund to Azad and
Cross Maidan. Rahane is
someone who had a black
belt in karate as a teenager,
and honed his skills under
former India batsman
Praveen Amre. Did you know
that Rahane’s first ever
first-class match was in
Pakistan and not India? It
was in Karachi where Quaid-
e-Azam champions Karachi
Urbans met Ranji Trophy
champions Mumbai.

AJINKYA RAHANE (CAPTAIN)
From the remote village of
Chinnappampatti in Tamil
Nadu, the son of a daily
wage labourer at one point
in time couldn’t buy bowling
spikes. And then IPL riches
came along but he never
forgot his roots. He has
built a cricket academy in
his native place and helps
talented but needy
cricketers. His child was
born during the IPL but he
will now get to see him for
the first time in next few
days and live to tell a tale.

THANGARASU NATARAJAN

Son of a bus driver from
Karnal, he used to play
tennis ball matches for 
` 1000. Delhi first-class
player Sumit Narwal brought
him for the Ranji Trophy
nets where then captain
Gautam Gambhir picked him
for tournament-proper. It
was met with stiff
resistance from none other
than Bishan Singh Bedi who
protested that a player
outside Delhi domicile was
being picked. This led to
Gambhir putting his foot
down and he never misses
an opportunity to remind
the detractors what Saini
seemed capable of even at
that time.

NAVDEEP SAINI

Rourkee has always been
known for its finest
engineering college, now
an IIT but this is also the
hometown of Rishabh
Pant, son of school owner
parents. There was a
time that on occasions a
young Pant, accompanied
by his mother would
reach Delhi in wee hours
of morning on weekends
to attend training at the
famed Sonnet Club and
before the crack of dawn
rest at the Gurdwara
before heading to the
ground. He played an IPL
game days after his
father Rajendra's 
sudden demise.

RISHABH PANT
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A “shocked former captain Ricky Ponting finds it difficult to comprehend how an ‘A team" from India beat Australia in the Test series in
their own backyard but admitted that the visitors deserved the win. An injury-ravaged India beat Australia by three wickets in the series-

deciding fourth Test at the Gabba, a month after the Adelaide debacle where they scored their lowest Test score of 36

Mitchell 
Starc, who is

arguably one of
the best fast
bowlers in the
world, has not

had a great
Test series
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The heir apparent of Virat Kohli was
born in a Punjab village called
Fazilka to an affluent farmer family.
His grandfather had prepared a
pitch in the farming field for his
dearest grandson before his father
decided to shift to Mohali so that
his son’s cricketing ambitions got
wings. He was a member of the
India U-19 World Cup team.
Recently, on his instagram account,
he had voiced his support for
ongoing farmers' protest.

SHUBMAN GILL

He comes from Palghar and as
a 13-year-old had hit six sixes
for his school Vivekananda
International Borivali in a
Harris Shield Match. Who is
the most celebrated alumni of
Vivekananda International?
India’s white ball legend Rohit
Sharma. Both Shardul and
Rohit have had the same
childhood coach - Dinesh Lad,
whose son Siddharth also
plays for Mumbai.

SHARDUL THAKUR

WASHINGTON SUNDAR

The name Washington was his
father’s tribute to his own
mentor PD Washington, who had
funded his studies and kits when
he was young and faced financial
hardships. A month after PD
Washington’s death, his own son
was born and he named him
Washington Sundar. He was a
opening batsman back in 2016
during U-19 days. But his talent
as an off-break bowler came to
fore when Rahul Dravid and Paras
Mhambrey told him to focus on
his bowling in order to make the
next grade. But batting remains
his first love and India now has a
ready replacement of
Ravichandran Ashwin as and
when required.
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04 “Most talented players don't always succeed. Some don't even
make the team. It's more what's inside.”

Brett Favre, former rugby player
SIMPLY SPORTS
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‘How India’s A team won series?’

● I’m quite shocked that
Australia weren’t quite good
enough to win this series. The
cold hard facts of it are pret-
ty much that was the India A
team that played this Test
match and (India) still won.

● Considering everything the
Indian team has been
through in the last five or six
weeks, with the captain leav-

ing, all the injuries they've
had — they’ve been through
20 players — (Australia) have
been at full-strength, bar
Davey (Warner) missing 
early on, so it’s really hard to
comprehend.

● It’s probably not even
(India’s) second-picked team
because you think of
Bhuvneshwar Kumar and

Ishant Sharma and those
guys who didn’t even make it
out here. Rohit Sharma
turned up for the last two
Test matches only.

● Washington Sundar looked
like he had played 50 Test
matches through the course
of this game and never
looked out of place. Shardul
Thakur was the same in his

second Test match, picked 
up seven wickets and scored
60-odd handy runs in the
first innings.

● I’ve been around the IPL a
long time so I know the tal-
ent that they do have in
India, but when you've got to
step up on a big stage in a
Test match against Australia
it's a different story.

● We gave Australia the benefit
of doubt the last time India
were here because Warner
and (Steve) Smith weren't
there. But this time,
Australia’s at full strength
and India are on the bones 
of their squad — they’re 
playing net bowlers in Test
matches and they’re still
winning. That’s the worry 
for Australia.

‘THEYRE PLAYING NET BOWLERS IN TEST MATCHES AND THEY’RE STILL WINNING’
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