
“The future belongs to those who believe in the beauty of their
dreams.” 

ELEANOR ROOSEVELT, American activist. Served as the First Lady of the US
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THE
BORROWERS,
1997
A family is in trouble
when a lawyer plans
on destroying their
home in order to
build a complex.
However, a group of

miniaturised humans, living below their
floorboards, vow to save the house.

SPIRIT: STALLION OF THE
CIMARRON, 2002
The film follows
the adventures of
a wild and ram-
bunctious mus-
tang stallion as he
journeys through
the untamed
American frontier.
Encountering man
for the first time,
Spirit defies being broken...

ODDBALL AND THE
PENGUINS, 2015
An eccentric chicken farmer, with the
help of his granddaughter, trains his

mischievous dog,
Oddball, to protect
a penguin sanctu-
ary from fox
attacks in an
attempt to reunite
his family and save
their seaside town.

THE PIRATES! IN AN
ADVENTURE WITH
SCIENTISTS, 2012
In an attempt to
win the ‘Pirate of
the Year’ award,
Pirate Captain and
his crew must trav-
el to Victorian
London, take on
some of the best
pirates in the
world.

MOUSEHUNT,
1997
A pair of brothers
inherits a huge,
luxurious man-
sion all to them-
selves. However,
a stubborn mouse

who lives there is determined to
continue to do so, regardless of their
wishes.

JAMES AND THE GIANT
PEACH, 1996
This inventive
adaptation of
Roald Dahl’s tale
follows the
adventures of an
orphaned young
British boy.
Forced to live
with his cruel
aunts, James
finds a way out of his bleak exis-
tence when he discovers an enor-
mous enchanted peach!

FLUSHED
AWAY, 2006
Roddy, a rat, lives
a luxurious
lifestyle in a fur-
nished flat.
However, life has
other plans for
him after he gets
flushed from a toi-

let into the sewers of London, where a
new beginning awaits him.

PAPER
PLANES,
2015
After he wins his
school’s paper
plane making con-
test, 11-year-old
Dylan and his
father bond as
Dylan prepares for

the World Paper Plane Championships
in Tokyo.

SKY HIGH,
2005
At a school in the
sky, where teens
learn to be super-
heroes, Will
Stronghold lands in
a class for students
who show special promise. Classmate
Gwen quickly cozies up to Will, but it’s
soon clear that she has other motives.

RISE OF THE GUARDIANS,
2012
When Pitch, an evil spirit, returns to
planet Earth to throw children into
darkness and despair, a group of

immortal guardians
with extraordinary
abilities join forces
to protect them.

MILLIONS,
2004
When nine-year-old
Damian finds a bag of money in his

back yard, he and
his brother decide to
try to spend it with-
out telling their
father. Seeking
advice from the
imaginary saints
with whom he con-
verses, Damian
struggles with his

own morality...

THE IRON GIANT, 1999
A boy befriends an
innocent alien,
who resembles a
gigantic robot. A
paranoid govern-
mental agent,
however, desires
to obliterate the
alien.

-denofgeek.com

Nitya.Shukla@timesgroup.com

HE UNDERSTANDS A
TEEN ANGST
According to a story in the ‘New Yorker’,
John Green shared ‘The Catcher In The Rye’
author J D Salinger’s conviction that adults
“underestimate the emotional depth of ado-
lescents”. Green told the interviewer of the
story... “I love the intensity teenagers bring,
not just to first love but also to the first time
you’re grappling with grief, at least, as a
sovereign being — the first time you’re tak-
ing on why people suffer and whether there’s
meaning in life, and whether meaning is
constructed or derived. Teenagers feel that
what you conclude about those questions
is going to matter. And they’re dead right.
It matters for adults, too, but we’ve almost
taken too much power away from ourselves.
We don’t acknowledge on a daily basis how
much it matters.”

HE GOES FOR THE 
REAL ‘NORMAL’   
It doesn’t matter which book you read,
Green’s protagonists are down to earth,
disarmingly natural and relatable. For
example, in ‘Looking for Alaska’,Miles
Halter is a high schooler preoccupied
with girls but also likes to collect the
dying words of famous people and
struggles to write essays on topics

like, “What is the most important question
human beings must answer?”. Similarly,
Colin Singleton, in ‘An Abundance of
Katherines’, is a genius but can’t figure out
love;and Hazel from ‘The Fault in Our Stars’
is a cancer-suffering-book-lov-
ing intellectual, who also
loves to watch ‘America’s
Next Top Model.’ Any
reader – whether a teen
or an adult relate to
Green’s characters
who contain multi-
tudes, like nor-
mal people.

ANYTHING BUT SAPPY
‘The Fault in Our Stars’ ( T.F.I.O.S. as it is
now popularly referred to) is about teenagers
facing terminal illness. ‘Looking for Alas-
ka’ is about unrequited first love, and ‘Tur-

tles All The Way Down’ tackles the loss of
a parent,OCD and anxiety disorders…

These realities make Green’s nov-

els truthful. He doesn’t give in to aspira-
tional romance or happy endings which is
why his stories stay with readers long after
the pages are done. But he also offers hope.
For example, while T.F.I.O.S. is about dying
teenagers, the author said in an interview
that he’d decided that it would also be fun-
ny, romantic, and offered hope.

WHY ADULTS LOVE HIM 
To start with, none of his book covers
sport typical romantic colours or a cringe-
worthy embrace between lovers. The nov-
els feature simple cover designs, where
the title is given weightage, a blessing for
any adult who may feel embarrassed to
be found reading the Young Adult genre.
More importantly, Green treats adults in
his novels as ‘normal’, and people who de-
serve a lot of empathy. For example, Hazel
worries how her death will affect her par-
ents writing that: “There is only one thing
in this world shittier than biting it from

cancer when you’re sixteen, and that’s
having a kid who bites it from cancer.”
Hazel’s mom is not just the worrying
kind; she also has a sense of humour,
takes her daughter to Amsterdam to
meet her favourite author, also loves to

watch ‘America’s Next Top Model’ with
her daughter. As the feature in the ‘New
Yorker’ puts it, “Green’s books seem cal-
ibrated for an era in which parents — vig-
ilant and eager not to seem out of touch
— often read the books that their children
are reading.”

Looking for Alaska
Miles Halter moves from Florida to Deep South
Alabama and falls in insta-love with the unattain-
able Alaska Young, even as he struggles to
find his place at his new
school.

An Abundance of
Katherines
A one-time child prodigy who
has been dumped 19 times,
all by girls named Katherine,

embarks on a road to recovery with his friend.

Let It Snow
Young adult authors John
Green, Maureen Johnson, and Lauren Myracle,
write a collection of interconnected holiday tales
of romance.

Will Grayson, Will
Grayson
John Green and fellow New
York Times best-selling
author David Levithan
team up for this novel that

swings between the
thoughts of two high
schoolers, each sharing the
same moniker.

The Fault in Our
Stars
The tragi-comedy revolves around two
teenagers: Hazel Grace, a recluse fighting
Stage 4 thyroid cancer, and Augustus Waters, a
bibliophile in remission from osteosarcoma. 

NEW TO GREEN?
START HERE

Let’s talk about why the
world loves John Green,
the author of bestselling
novel ‘The Fault In Our
Stars’ and many more

The effervescent
Mr Green

Definition: A sub-genre of science-fiction or science-
fantasy, steampunk fiction is an alternative setting
(featuring Victorian era England), in which all
machinery is driven by steam power. 
Genres: Steampunk fits in with science fiction, fantasy
or horror themes. Researchers also say cyberpunk
predates the invention of this genre. 
Elements: Technology and aesthetics are inspired by
the inventions of the Victorian era. Expect to see
female characters in hoop skirts and corsets while
male characters wear tailored suits, trench coats, and
jaunty hats.  
Related genres: According to ‘www.syfy.com’,
steampunk fiction is part of an interesting series
which includes cyberpunk (futuristic and dark);
dieselpunk (gas engines); biopunk (genetic
engineering); clockpunk (advanced technology with
pre-modern design); mythpunk (a mix of post-modern
storytelling techniques and folklore); elfpunk (urban
fantasy with fairies and elves) and more. 
Who wrote it first? According to Wikipedia, ‘The
Difference Engine’ (1990) by William Gibson and Bruce
Sterling is widely regarded as a book that helped
establish the genre. 
Begin with... ‘Leviathan’ by Scott Westerfeld or
‘Boneshaker’ by Cherie Priest.  

1Which British author (female) has won the Booker
prize twice? 

2Who was the first Indian to win the 
Booker prize?  

3Which American author was the recipient of the
2017 Man Booker Prize? 

4What was the Man Booker Prize for Fiction (or
Booker prize) formerly known as?  

5Who was the first ever winner of the 
Booker Prize?  

6How many women authors have won this prize till
now?  

7At 132 pages, which was the shortest novel ever to
win the Booker prize in 1979?

BY GENRE!

WHAT IS
STEAMPUNK

FICTION?

CAN YOU NAIL THIS
BOOKER QUIZ?

Answers:
1. Hilary Mantel; 2. Arundhati Roy; 
3.George Saunders; 4. Booker Prize for Fiction
(1969–2001) and the Man Booker Prize (2002–2019);
5. PH Newby; 6. 18 women; 7. ‘Offshore’ by
Penelope Fitzgerald

12 UNDERRATED FAMILY
FILMS YOU MUST WATCH

THE BEATLES 
British pop and rock band
Formerly called the Quarrymen or the
Silver Beatles, The Beatles were the
hopes and dreams of a generation in the
1960s. Members included John Lennon,
Paul McCartney, George Harrison and
Ringo Starr. Formed around the nucleus
of Lennon and McCartney, the group
grew out of a shared enthusiasm for
American rock and roll. Like most early
rock-and-roll figures, Lennon, a guitarist
and singer, and McCartney, a bassist
and singer, were largely self-taught as
musicians. Harrison, the lead guitarist,
and a young painter, brought about a
bohemian style. Starr was the drummer
of this iconic band.

ELVIS
PRESLEY
American rock and roll,pop and
gospel artiste
Elvis Presley, in full, Elvis Aaron
Presley, was the America’s most
popular singer, widely known as
the ‘King of Rock and Roll’. He was one
of rock

music’s dominant
performers from the

mid-1950s until his
death. Presley grew up

dirt-poor in Tupelo, and
was off welfare only a few

weeks when producer Sam
Phillips at Sun Records, a
local blues label, responded
to his audition tape with a

phone call. The rest is
history. Presley’s success,
his voice apart, was due
to a flamboyant
personality. From 1956
to 1958, he

completely
dominated the

best-seller
charts and

ushered in the
age of rock

and roll.
Even his

films were box office smashes.

MICHAEL JACKSON
American soul, pop and 
dance-pop artiste
Michael Jackson, in full, Michael Joseph
Jackson, was an American singer,
songwriter, and dancer who was the
most popular entertainer in the world in
the early and mid-1980s. Reared in Gary,
Indiana, in one of the most acclaimed
musical families of the rock era, Jackson
was the youngest and most talented of
five brothers of Jackson 5. The ‘King Of
Pop’ as he was known, Jackson’s first
solo effort, Off the Wall (1979), exceeded
all expectations and was the best-
selling album of the year. It eventually
sold more than 20 million copies. It had
massive international hit singles, like
‘Don’t Stop ’til You Get Enough’ and
‘Rock with You’, both of which
showcased Jackson’s energetic style
and capitalised on the disco dance fad.
Three years later, he came out with
‘Thriller’, a tour de force that featured
an array of guest stars and elevated him
to worldwide superstardom.

MADONNA
American pop/dance-pop artiste
Madonna, original name Madonna
Louise Ciccone, is an American singer,
songwriter, actress, and entrepreneur
whose immense popularity in the 1980s
and ’90s allowed her to achieve levels of
power and control that were nearly
unprecedented for a woman in the
entertainment industry. Born into a
large Italian-American family, Madonna

studied dance at the University of
Michigan and with the Alvin Ailey
American Dance Theater in New York
City in the late 1970s. Her first hit,
‘Holiday’, in 1983, provided the blueprint
for her later material: an upbeat dance
club sound with sharp production and
an immediate appeal. Her hits include,
‘True Blue’, ‘Justify My Love’, ‘Ray of
Light’. Madonna was the first female
artiste to exploit the full potential of the
music video. By 1991, she had scored 21
top 10 hits in the US and sold some 70
million albums internationally,
generating $1.2 billion in sales. 

ELTON JOHN
British rock and 
pop singer-songwriter
Elton John, original name Reginald
Kenneth Dwight, is a British singer,
composer, and pianist, who was one of
the most popular entertainers of the
late 20th century. He fused as many
strands of popular music and stylistic
showmanship as Elvis Presley in a
concert and recording career that
included the sale of hundreds of
millions of records. A child prodigy on
the piano, John was awarded a
scholarship to the Royal Academy of
Music at 11. Throughout his career, he
demonstrated a supreme talent for
assimilating and blending diverse pop
and rock styles. By 1973, John was one
of the world’s best-selling pop
performers. His greatest songs are:
‘Goodbye Yellow Brick Road’, ‘Candle In
The Wind’, ‘Can You Feel The Love
Tonight’, ‘Tiny Dancer’.

—`Britannica.com, englishclub.com

5 best-selling
POPULAR MUSIC
artistes of all time

The popularity of musicians is defined by the
number of singles and albums they sell,
and the music charts all over the world

Clockwise from
left: The Beatles,
Michael Jackson,
Elvis Presley,
Elton John and
Madonna



HOW CAN INDIA ACHIEVE
FOOTBALL GLORY?

“An athlete cannot run with money in his pockets. 
He must run with hope in his heart and dreams in his head.”

Emil Zatopek, former long-distance runner
SIMPLY SPORTS
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 Eventually access is everything. And for
most Indian kids, the time at school is the
best window for maximum access to play.
And if they are back home and their parents
disapprove, or think sport is a waste of time,
the chances of anyone taking up sport seri-
ously are close to zero. So school heads need
to be convinced about the value of sport,
both for the well being of their wards and
the reputation of their institutions.

 The second is that football doesn’t neces-
sarily need ninety yard pitches, eleven a
side games or goalposts to be played. A pitch
of that size, especially, for players who are
not yet teenagers is simply a waste of time
and effort. The number of touches that
younger players get on a full size pitch is
just not enough even to get them interest-
ed. Small-sided games, four or five players
on each side and small grounds are the way
to go. Even more important, allowing small-
er grounds brings in many more potential
sporting spaces into play.

 It’s fascinating that Indians keep talking of
‘galli cricket’. But ‘galli football’ is what
brought the likes of Pele and Ronaldhino
into football, and if we have to embrace the
game in India, it has to be accessible and
playable on every available open space.

 After their stunning run in Euro 2016, Ice-
land are regarded as the poster boys of in-
ternational football development. A coun-
try which has one-fifth the population of a
Mumbai suburb like Andheri making the
playoffs of a major international tourna-
ment makes for one of the great stories in
sport. But football developed in Iceland not
because of the seven full size pitches that
they had in the entire country. It was the
154 mini pitches; at least one in every ma-
jor town, where the next generation learnt
to love and play the game.

Excerpts from Joy Bhattacharjya’s (sports
writer) article in The ET 

 Citizens play a big role in making an event successful and India
is no different. I have always stated that if India needs to emerge
as a sporting nation, football needs to play a major role in it. It
is the most popular sport globally. As the sports minister, my tar-
get is to galvanise the nation.

 But you need to understand that the Government has its own
limitations. We need to involve the citizens. If they participate,
success will follow. We have seen people filling up stadia dur-
ing the U-17 World Cup in 2017. If we don’t give due space and
recognition to the athletes, they don’t become superstars. We
need to do that.

Kiren Rijiju, Sports Minister 

 We have six years and the FIFA World Cup will be expanded to
48 teams. Eight teams will go from Asia. Why not look at it lie
this? We can dream of playing in the World Cup in 2026. That
should be our goal.

 We have hosted the FIFA U17 World Cup for boys in 2017, and
will host the U17 World Cup for girls this year. These are very
important developments for the future of Indian football. I am
happy, not only as AIFF President but as an AFC and FIFA Board
member, that Indian football is on the rise, and I am very hap-
py to see Indian football going in the right direction.

- Praful Patel, All India Football Federation (AIFF) President

Not by building world-class football 
stadiums. That’s the counter-intuitive 
suggestion from Simon Kuper, who has 
co-authored the widely-acclaimed book
‘Soccernomics’ with economist Stefan
Szymanski. Here are some more reasons
why India isn’t a football superpower
yet, and ways it can become one...

“CITIZENS ALSO NEED TO
TAKE UP RESPONSIBILITY” 

“FOCUS ON 
‘GALLI’ FOOTBALL”

“WE SHOULD DREAM OF 
QUALIFYING FOR 2026 FIFA WC”

Kuper says India does not have any world-class
sporting stadiums yet. And he sees no point in
building them. He says India would be left with
lots of white elephants afterwards, like South
Africa was after the 2010 World Cup. According to
Kuper, the World Cup is not a viable economic or
sporting proposition. The better option for India
is to spend  money on building cheap, simple all-
weather fields for kids.

The main secret to success of even quite small west-
ern European countries, like Portugal and Iceland,
is their focus on children. His advice for India is to
get kids in huge numbers playing football in fields
near their homes, with qualified coaches, passing
on the best cutting-edge western European knowl-
edge, and then wait to see who turns out to be good.

Good healthcare is another must for excellence in
football. If a large chunk of India’s population is not
in good enough health, India can’t expect to produce
top-class athletes. “India and China simply don’t

According to the book, if India wants to win the
World Cup, it needs to focus on the grassroots. “There
isn’t much point in paying huge salaries to big-name
foreign coaches to coach your national team, as Chi-
na did with Marcello Lippi. By the time players are
working with him, they are already in their twen-
ties and almost fully formed. Nor do you need a
strong domestic league to have a good national team.

WHY INDIA SHOULD NOT BID 
FOR THE WORLD CUP

WHY FOCUS ON KIDS 
IS IMPORTANT

WHY INDIA SHOULD FOCUS
LESS ON THE NATIONAL TEAM

1

2

3

INVEST IN HEALTHCARE 
AND TACKLE POLLUTION

IMPORT ‘DESI’ TALENT 
FROM EUROPE

4

have enough fields for kids to play football on. And
given that Indian cities are some of the most pol-
luted on earth, how can you expect kids growing up
there to become footballers?” he says.

5

In fact, India and China will improve once their best
players start leaving young to play in the world’s
strongest leagues — that’s where they will get bet-
ter, not playing at home.”

India does not share a border with any soccer su-
perpower, a condition Kuper lays for global success
in his book ‘Soccernomics’. He suggests India could
form a team from its European diaspora for better
performance in the World Cup. This method is work-
ing for Morocco, which has a starting XI made up
of players probably entirely European-born. “Al-
geria shone in 2014 with a squad that was three-
quarters European-born. Having just seen Saudi
Arabia play, I would suspect that with a mostly UK-
born Indian diaspora team you’d have a very good
shot at qualifying from Asia, given how weak the
competition is there. True, UK isn’t the perfect place
to draw your footballing diaspora from — in an ide-
al world there’d be millions of German-raised In-
dian kids — but in football terms it’s better than
any other Asian country for now,” he says.
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