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■ Price of an untitled 1974 oil-on-canvas paint-
ing by VS Gaitonde that was sold at an auction
recently. It has become the most expensive
work of art by an Indian artist. The work, bought
by an unnamed international buyer, was part of
an auction titled, Looking West: Works from the
Collection of the Glenbarra Art Museum, Japan. 
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Shifting monsoon patterns linked to climate
change likely caused the rise and fall of
the ancient Indus Valley Civilisation, ac-

cording to a study, which analysed data from
North India, covering the past 5,700 years.

WORD PLAY

LOOK IT UP: 2020
EVENTS SPARK
UPHEAVAL AT
ONLINE DICTIONARY

Dictionary.com, which boasts of 70 mil-
lion monthly users, has announced
its biggest ever revision— more than

15,000 words will be updated, out of which,
many will reflect the social upheaval and
racial unrest of 2020. "The unprecedented
events of 2020, from the pandemic to the
protests, have profoundly changed our lives
and language," Dictionary.com said.

■ The Covid-19
pandemic
gripping the world added a raft of new
words to many English speakers'
everyday vocabularies, from technical
labels, like asymptomatic to behavioral
terms, like social distance.
■ Many of the more than 15,000 words
that have been added or updated on
Dictionary.com are placed under a sin-
gle word: respect. They reflect the
changing ways the society addresses
race, sexual orientation, mental health
and other issues.
■ The website has capitalised ‘Black’
in its entries, and has created a sepa-
rate entry for a Black person 
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IN CLIMATE CHANGE LIKELY LED
TO THE FALL OF INDUS VALLEY
CIVILISATION: STUDY

F acebook Messenger is
all set to bring a for-
warding limit, which

will let the users forward mes-
sages to only five people or
groups at a time. The latest de-
velopment has been targeted to
reduce the spread of viral misin-
formation and stop the circulation
of fake news through the messaging platform.
Back in 2018, FB had introduced a similar for-

warding limit to the WhatsApp platform in
India, and then expanded to global

markets in Jan last year.

BLAST FROM THE PAST

CRISTIANO RONALDO IS THE 
HIGHEST-PAID FOOTBALLER: FORBES

F ootballers, Cristiano Ronaldo and Lionel Mes-
si have been at loggerheads for most part of
their careers on the field. Now, Messi and Ronal-

do seem to be fighting against each
other off the field too. In the lat-
est Forbes Rich List, Ronaldo
has beaten Messi as the high-
est-paid footballer in the world
by a mere $1 million..

CHANNING TATUM TURNS WRITER WITH CHILDREN'S BOOK

A ctor Channing Tatum is
set to release his first chil-
dren's book, and has ded-

icated it to his seven-year-old
daughter, Everly. The actor
took to Instagram to announce
the picture book, titled, 'The
One and Only Sparkella'.   Pub-
lished by Feiwel & Friends,
the book focuses on a young
girl named Ella, who is teased
on her first day of school for
loving sparkly things. Kim

Barnes has created the il-
lustrations for the book. 

Lydian Nadhaswaram may be
only 14, but his skills as a pi-
anist reveal maturity beyond

his age. The teenager, who has been
mentored by music maestro, AR
Rahman, will also debut as an actor
in a Hindi film, ‘Atkan Chatkan’. Ly-
dian plays a 12-year-old protagonist,
Guddu, who is a chai delivery boy
and has a passion to observe, listen
and create new sounds. The  teenag-
er, who hails from Chennai, rose to
fame last year, when he won the
American reality show, ‘The World's
Best.’

LYDIAN
NADHASWARAM

AGE: 14 YRS
CLAIM TO FAME:

PIANIST

CLICK HERE: WWW.TOISTUDENT.COM

WHAT: Three years ago, the then Army chief
General Bipin Rawat had warned

against China's muscle-flexing on the Line of Ac-
tual Control(LAC). The salami slicing is something
we have to be wary of, and remain prepared for the
situations emerging, which could gradually emerge
into a conflict, he had said. The fresh imbroglio at
the LAC has brought China's salami slicing tactic
to the forefront all over again. Salami slicing is a

divide-and-conquer tactic used to dominate the op-
position territory, piece by piece. 

WHY: Such military operations are too small
to result in a war. They leave a neigh-

bouring country confused, as it is not able to decide
on how and to what extent it should respond. Apart
from  avoiding  diplomatic attention from the glob-
al players, such military actions cumulate over a
period of time, and result in a strategic advantage
for the aggressive country.

HOW: Post World War-II, China is the only
country that has adopted the policy of

territorial expansion, using military means. The ac-
quisition of Tibet and Xinjiang, the capture of Aksai
Chin, are an example of Beijing's expansionist poli-
cy. The tools of salami slicing depends upon the re-
gion. For example, in Ladakh, China brings in the eth-
nic Han pastoralists, and gives them cover to use the
land across the areas of unprotected LAC. In the
process, the Chinese army drive them away from their
pastureland, thus adopting salami slicing.

SALAMI-SLICING

The term, coined by a Hunagrian dic-
tator, Mátyás Rákosi, was used to
justify the actions of the Hungarian
Communist Party to grab complete
power in Hungary in the 50s. In the
recent past, it was used to describe China's uni-
lateral military actions in Doklam, India; Japan,
and countries in the South China Sea region

X-PLAINED

In the South and the East China Sea, the tools
of salami slicing involve hydrocarbon-explo-
ration leases, and asserting fishing rights.
In the East China Sea, China has deployed para-
military agencies against Japan over the
Senkaku Islands, which it calls Diaoyu. China's
aggressive strategy has worked in its favour, as
the world community now recognises the
islands as a disputed territory

WHERE ELSE CHINA IS USING THE TACTIC?

The sale broke the record held by another
work of Gaitonde that fetched `29.3 crore
at a Christie’s auction in Mumbai in 2015.
'Saurashtra' by SH Raza, which fetched 
`16.3 crore in 2010, and a self portrait by
Amrita Sher-Gil that fetched $3.2 million
at a New York auction in 2015, have been
among the other works that have held the
title of the most expensive work sold by
an Indian artist at different times

BUDDING STAR

ON HIS JOURNEY: I was
inspired by my sister and
father, who play piano.
Besides, when I was nine, my
father sent me a YouTube
video of a Chinese boy play-
ing the piano. I got inspired,
and that's how I started tak-
ing interest in it
ON AR RAHMAN: Rahman
uncle is one of the biggest
supports in my life. He has
motivated me, and advised
me on various things

LAUNCHED

TECH BUZZ

In April this year,
WhatsApp had narrowed

down the limit of frequent-
ly- forwarded messages to
one chat at a single time. 

In Messenger, if you add more
users to your forwarding list,
the app will flash a notifica-

tion, stating "forwarding
limit reached."

Ronaldo is the most-followed 
athlete on social media, with
more than 200 million
Instagram followers. Of
the $105mn he earned
this season, $60 million
came from his salary/win-
nings, while $45 million
came from endorsements

RICHIE RICH

BOOK

➤Calling Everly his greatest teacher,
Tatum said, the book is an ode to all the
little girls. “To Everly, the most brilliant
magical being that I have ever known.
You are my greatest teacher. This is also
for all the dads... Wear whatever, dance
however, and be as magical as you can.
Because I promise they will return the
love,” he said
➤ 'The One and Only Sparkella' will hit
the stands on May 4, 2021

R
eliance Jio
Board Directors
Isha Ambani
and Akash Am-

bani, Serum Institute of
India CEO, Adar Poon-
awalla, and Byju Raveen-

dran, co-founder of India's
leading education tech-
nology company, Byju's,
are among the “emerging
leaders” from across the
world named by Fortune
in its annual list of influ-
ential people under the
age of 40.

YOUNG INFLUENCERS

ISHA AMBANI, AKASH AMBANI, 
ADAR POONAWALLA ON 
FORTUNE'S 40 UNDER 40 LIST

1 The 2020 Fortune 40 Under 40 list highlights 40 influ-
ential people, each in five categories of finance, tech-
nology, healthcare, government and politics, media
and entertainment from around the world

2 Featured on the list are 28-year-old Ambani twins,
children of Reliance Chairman billionaire, Mukesh and
Nita Ambani

3 The list also names Raveendran, the 39-year 
old CEO of Byju, India's, “biggest education technolo-
gy company”

4 The list also includes SoftBank group senior vice presi-
dent, investments, Akshay Naheta (39), head of digital
assets and distributed ledger technology (DLT) at TD
Ameritrade, Sunayna Tuteja, global vice president Xiaomi
and managing director, Xiaomi India, Manu Kumar Jain
(39), Maverick Ventures’ managing director, Ambar
Bhattacharyya (37), PharmEasy co-founders, Dhaval Shah
and Dharmil Sheth (31), and ACLU chief product and digital
officer, Deepa Subramaniam (39)

1 The game is based on real scenarios encountered by the

Indian Security Forces to deal with both domestic and 

foreign threats 

2 The game is expected to launch by the end of October, with

its first-level set in the Galwan Valley backdrop, followed by

third-person shooting gameplay in the subsequent releases 

3 The game will be available on the Google Play Store and the

Apple App Store

➤The study used a new mathematical method
to study the ancient climate patterns in North
India over time, providing insights about the
past climates, using indirect observations

➤While there are several theories on why the
Indus Valley Civilisation declined, including
invasion by nomadic Indo-Aryans, and earth-
quakes, climate change appears to be the
most likely scenario, the study noted 

➤According to the analysis, there was a major
shift in the monsoon patterns just before the
dawn of the Indus civilisation, and the pattern
reversed course right before it declined, indi-
cating that it was in fact the climate change
that caused the fall

India's answer to PUBG?
Akshay Kumar announces the
launch of action game FAU-G 

In line with PM
Narendra Modi's
vision of ‘At-

manirbhar Bharat’,
actor Akshay Kumar
has  launched a mul-
tiplayer action-game,
FAU-G. 

In a tweet, the 52-year-old actor said that
besides entertainment, the players "will
also learn about the sacrifices of our sol-
diers".  Additionally, it will donate 20 per
cent of its net revenue to the 'Bharat Ke
Veer' trust that pays homage and support
to the country's bravehearts 

COLLINS EVALUATE: A
DIGITAL PLATFORM TO
AID TEACHERS AND
EDUCATORS ASSIGN AND
EVALUATE COURSEWORK
Collins Learning, the learning and
education division of
HarperCollins India, has
announced the launch of Collins
Evaluate, a secure and convenient
online tool for educators to assign
coursework to their students.

➤ With Collins Evaluate, a
teacher will have access to a
bank of more than 30,000
questions to create assign-
ments from across the sub-
jects. A teacher will also be
able to add his/her own ques-
tions, edit the existing ones,
and track and share students’
results on the platform

FB MESSENGER TO LIMIT FOR-
WARDING MSGS TO 5 CONTACTS 
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