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■ The price of a TTeexxeell  llaammbb that was sold at an
auction in Scotland recently. In fact, it has
become the world’s most expensive sheep. The
sheep, called Double Diamond, is an embryo-
bred lamb. Originating from the island of Texel in
the Netherlands, the sheep breed is popular
among the British farmers because of their
high-quality meat

`3.5 CR

T he new James Bond film, 'No Time To
Die' could be delayed again, if other
movies perform badly. According to

reports, studio chiefs are keeping an eye on
the blockbusters, such as Christopher Nolan's,
Tenet that was released recently to see if au-
diences are ready to return. The £200million
Bond, starring Daniel Craig, had been due
last November. It has been held twice, and is
currently planned for release this November.  

F
rom literally living in the training centres to being deprived of
even the basic training facilities, the athletes have had a po-
tentially life-altering experience in the last few months, cour-
tesy the lockdown. After several months, the situation is still

far from normal, but the athletes have started returning to the training
centres to pick up the pieces of their sporting life. Will their success in
the post-pandemic world depend on how they survived these testing
times, and what they learnt from it? How do they plan to implement the
learnings in their training and competitions? We find out...

WHAT
ATHLETES
LEARNT FROM
COVID-19

THE LEARNINGS: Self-belief. There was a time when we didn't
believe that we could win against the big teams of the world.
But over the past couple of years, this has changed. Our fit-
ness and speed has improved, and that has been one of the con-
tributing factors to us doing well. I used this formula of be-
lieving in my potential during the lockdown as well. 

THE IMPLEMENTATION: This self-belief will be one of key fac-
tors that will help us achieve desirable results at the Olympics
next year.

GURJIT KAUR, HOCKEY
Asian Games silver medallist

LEARNINGS: Respect and listen to your
body. The lockdown gave me an opportu-
nity to take care of my body.

THE IMPLEMENTATION: Good warm ups be-
fore training, having a light session when my
body needs to take it easy, training drills that
I need for my game, are some  of the  things
that I plan to focus on for the upcoming games.

ASHWINI PONNAPPA,
BADMINTON
World Championships bronze medallist
(women’s doubles), five-time
Commonwealth Games medallist and Asian
Games bronze medallist (women’s team)

AMIT PANGHAL, BOXING
Asian Games gold medallist and Commonwealth Games silver medallist

THE LEARNINGS: The lockdown has taught
me that patience and hard work is every-
thing. You don't get what you want before
a certain time. The key is to keep your head
down, work hard and stay positive. 

THE IMPLEMENTATION: I plan to domi-
nate my opponent from the first round
itself, and not give up till I get the de-
sired result.

G SATHIYAN, TABLE TENNIS
Three-time Commonwealth Games medallist and
one time Asian Games medallist

THE LEARNINGS: In the last few months, I have re-
alised that to keep going,  we have to  keep push-
ing our limits, and bring out new skills. This
applies to our game as well. If you're not doing
things differently, there can never be different re-
sults. It’s important to venture into new things.

THE IMPLEMENTATION: I had a lot of time to
train and work on different aspects during
the lockdown. I used this lockdown in a
very positive way. We have been working
on Sathiyan mission 2.0 that focuses on
new skills to bring on board when
competitions start. 

CLICK HERE: WWW.TOISTUDENT.COM

B SAI PRANEETH, BADMINTON
World Championships bronze medallist

THE LEARNINGS: One thing that I have learnt is
that you should not compare yourself with
others. Instead, you should know what is better
for you and how to go about things. 

THE IMPLEMENTATION: We've started training
after a long time, and it would
take some time to adjust. The

key would be to focus on
my own body and be pa-
tient, rather than getting
influenced by what  oth-

ers are doing. 

PANDEMIC 
LESSONS

MANISH KAUSHIK, Boxing
World Championships bronze medallist, Commonwealth Games
silver medallist

THE LEARNINGS: The biggest lesson that I learnt in the last
few months is that life is very uncertain; so, grab the op-
portunity when it comes to you. Besides, it is important to
stay strong, mentally.

THE IMPLEMENTATION: An athlete's career is very short and
you never know what can happen next. Since I've earned the
quota for next year's Olympics, I want to grab the opportu-
nity and win a medal for my country.

■ The difference between the total revenue and
the total expenditure of the government is
termed as fiscal deficit. It is an indication of the
total borrowings needed by the government
■Generally, fiscal deficit takes place either due
to the revenue deficit or a major hike in the cap-
ital expenditure. Capital expenditure is incurred
to create long-term assets, such as factories,
buildings and other development programmes

WHAT IS FISCAL DEFICIT

ECONOMY

Fiscal deficit
to touch 7%
in FY21 
India's fiscal deficit is expected to touch

7 per cent of the GDP in 2020-21 fiscal
as against the budget estimate of 3.5 per

cent, with revenue collections being hit amid
disruptions in economic activities due to the
lockdowns, according to Brickwork Ratings.
"The impact of the lockdown on economic ac-
tivity shows up starkly in the trends in the
revenue collection during the first three
months of fiscal 2020-21," the agency said.

■ As per the data released by the
Controller General of Accounts (CGA),
the central government's revenue in Q1
(April-June) of the current fiscal year
is much lower than the collections for
the corresponding period last year
■ Moreover, there is a sharp increase
in the expenditure (by 13.1 per cent)
due to additional spending incurred to
save lives and livelihoods, and to pro-
vide stimulus under the 'Aatmanirbhar
Bharat' programme 

WHY THIS DEFICIT

CLICK
HERE FOR
MOREBRIEFNEWS

IN IT'S NO TIME TO RELEASE 
A BOND MOVIE

MOVIES

A survey by Hollywood magazine
Variety has found that fewer than one
in five Bond fans would currently
watch it at a theatre. Much-awaited
blockbusters, 'Fast And Furious 9' and
'Halloween Kills' have  been 
pushed back to 2021

IIT, BOMBAY STUDENTS LAUNCH
SCANNING APPS

T aking inspiration from PM Narendra Modi's clar-
ion call for an Atma Nirbhar Bharat, two final year
BTech students at IIT, Bombay have launched AIR

Scanner, a free-of-cost document-scanning mobile appli-
cation. The AI (Artificial Intelligence)-based reading as-
sistant and document scanner app, developed by Rohit
Kumar Chaudhary and Kavin Agrawal, was launched on
August 15, as an indigenous alternative to the banned
Chinese counterpart, Cam Scanner.

INNOVATION

● The AIR Scanner app does not collect
any information about the user, and
all the documents are stored in the
phone's local storage. “We are not
using any cloud storage to store the
documents of the users”, said
Chaudhary and Agarwal. The app
guarantees complete user security.
The document scanned, using a
mobile camera, is saved in a PDF for-
mat and is stored in the device only

● As of now, it is available only in
English language, but plans are on
to make it available in multiple lan-
guages, which will make it easy for
anyone to read any language

● Chaudhary added that currently
the app is available for the
Android users only, but soon it will
be released for the iOS users too

A flock of BATMEN
S

uperhero wor-
shippers went into
a frenzy last week
as the trailer for

the new Batman movie was
released. Robert Pattin-
son is the latest star to pull

on the crusader's tights
and mask,  but fans will
have to wait until next year
to see if the cape fits.
Meanwhile, both Michael
Keaton and Ben Affleck
will be returning as Bat-

man in the 2022 film, ‘The
Flash’.

Take a look at the
chequered history
of Gotham's
f a v o u r i t e
son...

1 The Batman, born in 1939, was
the brainchild of comic book

genius, Bob Kane. He said, inspira-
tions for his hero, included a
masked, Douglas Fairbanks, in early
swashbuckler, ‘Zorro’

2 On paper, Batman was an imme-
diate hit, and within months

was the star of his own comic

3 On screen, however, it was a
different story. The first

actor to play the Caped
Crusader was LLeewwiiss  WWiillssoonn
in a 1943, a 15-part war-time
TV serial, where Batman took
on a Japanese spy and a gang
of the US traitors. The script was
panned by critics, who described it

as "an unintentional farce." Besides, Batman
himself didn't fare much better

4 Despite the shoddy production, studio
bosses recognised the potential in the fran-

chise, and released another serial, ‘Batman and
Robin’, in 1949. This time, RRoobbeerrtt

LLoowweerryy was the Caped Crusader,
but he still didn't have a bat-

mobile, or a utility belt, and
he had to hold his head up

because his mask kept
slipping over his eyes

5The 1989 movie,
‘Batman’ caused

an outrage, before it
even started. Warner

Brothers received more
than 50,000 complaints about
the casting of the comic actor,

MMiicchhaaeell  KKeeaattoonn,, in the title role. But the fans
were pleasantly surprised, when the film was
released. The combination of Keaton, Jack
Nicholson(the Joker) and Kim Basinger(the love
interest),Vicki Vale paid off, and the film was a
box office smash, earning critical acclaim

6It was 2005, before our hero emerged
again. CChhrriissttiiaann  BBaallee brought a gravity to

the role in ‘Batman Begins’ and the fans
loved it. Bale starred in two more films, 
‘The Dark Knight’ in 2008 and 2012's, 
‘The Dark Night Rises’

7It should have been plain sailing from there,
but Batman was back again with disastrous

results in 2016. This time a petition was
launched against the casting of BBeenn  AAfffflleecckk and
‘Batman v Superman: Dawn of Justice’. Now it's
up to RRoobbeerrtt  PPaattttiinnssoonn to fight the battle again. 

STORY OF THE BATMAN

OUR QUESTION,

YOUR ANSWERS

Daily mirror

President Ram Nath Kovind led the

nation by paying tributes to the

late Pranab Mukherjee, former

President of India, at his residence

10, Rajaji Marg, in New Delhi on

Tuesday. Mukherjee passed away on

Monday 

Q
Will this be the
NEW NORMAL for
Indian schools

too? Are we prepared to
handle this level of care
in schools?

I think India is ready for this
‘new normal’. We just need to
add a few safety precautions,

like installing sanitising machines in
schools, providing masks, face
shields and gloves to the students
and staffs.  Children have to cooper-
ate with  teachers, and follow each
and every safety precautions.
S TANISHQ, class VII, Silver Oaks
International School, Visakhapatnam

I don't think Indian schools
are prepared to accept this
as the new normal. With the

rising cases of Covid- 19, it
becomes imperative to follow
several precautionary measures,
while entering schools, which in
my opinion will consume a lot of
time. Therefore, it’s better to
stick to online classes till things
become normal.  
AISHAANI BASU, class VIII,Calcutta
Girls' High School, Kolkata

I t will be difficult to adapt to
this new normal in India. This
is because classes in India

are dense: more students in a
small classroom. Before reopening
the schools, students must get
guidance virtually by the school
authorities, so that they can adapt
to this new inevitable change.
ANANYA SHARMA, class VII, Euro
School, Undri, Pune  

Who has been your biggest 
inspiration during this 
lockdown period and why? 

Share your 
views at
toinie175@gmail.com

RIP PRANAB DA
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