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THE BIG DEBATE 
Basic Debating
Skills
Style
Style is the manner in which you com-
municate your arguments. This is the
most basic part of debating to 
master. Content and strategy are
worth little unless you deliver your
material in a confident and 
persuasive way.

Speed
It is vital to talk at a pace which
is fast enough to sound intelligent
and allow you time to say what
you want, but slow enough to be
easily understood.

Tone
Varying tone is what
makes you sound inter-
esting. Listening to one
tone for an entire pres-
entation is boring.

Volume
Speaking quite loudly is sometimes
a necessity, but it is by no means nec-
essary to shout through every debate
regardless of context. There is ab-
solutely no need to speak any
more loudly than the volume
at which everyone in the
room can comfortably hear
you. Shouting does not win 
debates. Speaking too quietly is
clearly disastrous since no one
will be able to hear you.

Clarity
The ability to concisely and
clearly express complex
issues is what 
debating is all
about. The main
reason people be-
gin to sound un-
clear is usually be-
cause they lose
the “stream of
thought” which
keeps them go-
ing. It is also im-
portant to keep
it simple.While
long words may
make you sound
clever, they may
also make you
incomprehensi-
ble.

Use of notes, eye contact
Notes are essential, but they must be
brief and well organised to be effec-
tive. There is absolutely no point in try-
ing to speak without notes. Of course,
notes should never become obtrusive and
damage your contact with the audience,
nor should they ever be read from verba-
tim. Most people sketch out the main
headings of their speech, with brief
notes under each.

When writing notes for rebuttal dur-
ing the debate, it is usually better to use
a separate sheet of paper so you can take
down the details of what the other speak-
ers have said and then transfer a rough
outline onto the notes you will actually
be using.

Eye contact with the audience is
very important, but keep shifting

your gaze. No one likes to be
stared at.

Content
Content is what you actual-
ly say in the debate. The ar-

guments used to develop
your own side’s case and 

rebut the opposite side’s. The infor-
mation on content provided below is a
general overview of what will be expect-
ed when you debate. The final logistics of
how long you will be debating, how many
people will be in your group, and how the
debate will unfold (ie: which team speaks

first etc.), will all be decided by the one
moderating the debate.

Example: How to put
forth your case

(argument)
Introduction – The case your

group or you are making must be
outlined in the introduction. This in-

volves stating your main arguments
and explaining the general thrust of

your case. This must be done
briefly since the most

important thing is to
get on and actually
argue it. It is also a
good idea to indicate
the aspects of the
subject to be dis-
cussed by each of the
team members.
Conclusion: At the
end, once everyone
has spoken,

it is useful to briefly summarise what
your group has said and why.

How to build the parts
of your argument
Having outlined the
whole of your argu-
ment, you must then
begin to build a case
(the parts). The best
way to do this is to
divide your case
into two and four
arguments (or di-
vide your case
based on the num-
ber of people in
your group).
You must justi-
fy your argu-
ments with
basic logic,
worked ex-
a m p l e s ,
statistics,
and quotes.
Debating is
all about the strategy of ‘proof ’.
Proof, or evidence, supporting your
assertion is what makes it an argu-
ment. There are a number of ways of
dividing up cases according to groups
of arguments (eg political/eco-
nomic/social or moral/practical
or international/regional etc.)
or just according to indi-
vidual arguments if you
can’t group any 
together.

Ben Affleck

➤ Having outlined the gist of
your argument, you must
then begin to build a case
(the parts). To do this well,
divide your case between two
and four arguments (or
divide your case based
on the number of 
people in your group)

You
must 

justify your
argument with

basic logic, exam-
ples, statistics, and
quotes. Remember 

debating is all about the 
strategy of ‘proof’

Tell us in 100 words at
timesnie175@gmail.com. Please

mention subject as ‘Batman
Debate’ 

What tribes teach us 
about preserving wildlife!

Many tribes across the world help conserve wildlife
by taking care of them and worshipping them. Here

are some rituals of reverence for animals.

The INUITS OF THE ARCTIC
worship polar bears, represented by a
divine spirit called Nanuq. Tradition-
ally, the Inuit were sub-
sistence hunters – how-
ever, having diverse eco-
nomic options now has
led to Inuit campaigners
leading efforts to 
protect polar bears.

The CHAVINS OF PERU
worshipped the jaguar, embroidering
its image into
their shawls.
Their 
animism or
nature worship
dates back to
900 BC. The
jaguar was
revered by MAYANS, AZTECS AND
INCAS, who carved its image into their
temples and thrones. For the DESENA
OF COLOMBIA, the jaguar embodied the
sun – for the TUCANO, the jaguar’s roar
brought rain and good harvest. 

The RABARIS OF RAJASTHAN are shep-
herds and they are believed to have migrated from
Iran to Rajasthan over 1,000 years ago. TThheeyy aarree
ddeevvoouutt wwoorrsshhiippppeerrss ooff nnaattuurree aanndd ccoonnssiiddeerr lleeooppaarrddss
aa ddiivviinnee ssyymmbbooll.. Bera, the Rabari pastoral region in
the Aravalli hills, has one of the largest concentra-
tions of leopards on Earth. 

➤ Several tribal groups
show that wildlife and
human beings really can
coexist peacefully

SOURCE: National Geographic, Encyclopaedia Britannica, Smithsonian magazine

From MS Dhoni, I learnt about un-
derstanding my teammates. When-
ever there is a group presenta-

tion assigned, I first understand the
strengths and weaknesses of my team-
mates. I start by asking them to choose
the sub-topics and pre-
pare accordingly.
Then, we discuss on
who should speak on
what. Everyone is free
to voice their option.

HASITHA VITTA, Class IX,

Silver Oaks International

School, Hyderabad

One of the lessons that we can draw
out is that leaders must be willing
to take risks and try out something

new instead of sticking to patterns. How-
ever, a person should be humble and nev-
er stop his learning curve.

MS Dhoni is a be-
liever in experiential
learning. As per him
learning by doing is
the best way to fasten
the learning process.

RAYNEE MAKROO,

CLASS X, Apeejay

School , Pitampura

Mahi has taught me – TEAMWORK!
His cool demeanour shows that
we all should be calm and not give

up hope even if things don’t go our way. Ac-
ceptance is equally important.He has shown
the world to tackle all situations calmly,
without hesitation. My
favourite Mahi phrase
is: “Take actions in si-
lence, no lion attacks
in noise”.

FARIHA IRFAN SHAIKH,

XC, Sardar Dastur

Nosherwan Girls High

School, Pune

H e has always shown us his
charismatic leadership skills
during his captaincy. He man-

ages to stay calm and focused in every
situation. This amazing attribute of his
earned him the title ‘Captain Cool’. He

is never overpow-
ered with emo-
tions and takes
full responsibility
of his team’s tri-
umphs and de-
feats.

NIDHI, Grade x, New

Age World School

A leader is a person who not only
leads a team but ALSO  guides
and motivates them. MSD is

one such great example of what true
leadership is. From him, I learnt, that
leadership does not only mean to lead
a group of people
but a leader has to
guide them to
stand together. A
leader has to re-
main focused.

HARDIK VOHRA, XC,

Apeejay School, 

Pitampura, Delhi

S ome of the life lessons one can
learn from Dhoni are – be au-
thentic, be bold/take risk and

stand out. The first responsibility of a
leader is to craft a grand vision, artic-
ulate it, and raise the aspiration, con-

fidence, pride, hope
and enthusiasm of
his people. Dhoni
did it to perfection.
A great leader leads
by example.

SHAURYA KOCHAR,

Class IX, Venkateshwar

Global School

You
Said It!
You

Said It!

➤ I first
understand
the strengths
and weakness-
es of my team-
mates during
group tasks

➤ Perform in
silence. A lion
doesn’t make a
ruckus while
attacking its
prey! Let your
work speak

➤ I have learnt
to remain
focused and
cool. As a
leader, I want
to spread 
positivity! 

➤ If we win,
the team takes
all the acco-
lades. But if we
lose, the
responsibility is
solely mine

➤ I have learnt
to lead from
the front and
walk the talk.
Only then can I
be a true
leader

➤ Earlier, I
used to be very
proud of my
achievements.
Mahi taught me
to be humble,
yet confident 

HE TAUGHT ME TO DO
GROUP TASKS BETTER 

I HAVE LEARNT TO
SPREAD POSITIVITY

TEAMWORK IS ACTUALLY
TEAMWORTH

VISION IS IMPORTANT,
BUT SO IS CONFIDENCE

I HAVE LEARNT TO TAKE
RESPONSIBILITY 

NEVER EVER TO STOP
LEARNING 

Quiz time

Q.1) The number of pulmonary
veins opening into the left 
atrium are....
A. 4       B. 5       C. 2        D. 1

Q.2) What is the liquid compo-
nent of blood?
A. Plasma B. Sinovial fluid  

C. Lymph D. None of these

Q.3) What is the total energy of
an electron in an atom?
A. positive B. zero

C. negative D. None of these

Q.4) What is the main 
constituent of the Sun?
A. Methen B. Ethen 

C. Hydrogen      D. Oxygen

Q.5) What is the function of
chlorenchyma?
A. Vascular tissue B. Photosynthesis 

C. Support            D. Anchor the plant

Q.6) Where are the red-blood-
corpuscles formed?
A. Connective tissue   B. Lungs 

C. Bone marrow          D. None of these

MIXED BAG

ANSWERS

KNOWLEDGE
BANK

1. D) 1, 2. A) Plasma, 3. C) Negative,
4. C) Hydrogen, 5. B) Photosynthesis, 

6. C) Bone marrow

EHS
Exploding
head syn-
drome (EHS)
is a condition
in which a person experiences
unreal noises that are loud and
of short duration when falling
asleep or waking up. The noise
may be frightening, and typi-
cally occurs only occasionally,
and is not a serious health
concern. It is classified as a
sleep or headache disorder.
People may also see a flash of
light. Pain is typically absent,
so it often goes undiagnosed.

SCIENCE

READ. PLAY. LEARN
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