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A
s the world braces itself for the impact of climate
change, a latest research has revealed that global
warming means more rain for Asian monsoon re-
gions, which can be devastating for countries, like

India, in the form of more floods.
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IN GOVT LAUNCHES 'MAUSAM' APP
FOR WEATHER FORECASTS

Indian captain Virat Kohli and his deputy Ro-
hit Sharma continue to occupy the top two
batting spots in the ICC ODI rankings ,while

pacer Jasprit Bumrah stayed put in second place
among bowlers in the latest list .With 871 rating
points, Kohli is at the top, followed by Rohit (855)
and Pakistan's Babar Azam (829). In the bowlers
list, Bumrah (719) is behind New Zealand pacer,
Trent Boult (722), while Afghanistan's Mujeeb
Ur Rahman (701) occupies the third spot. Ravin-
dra Jadeja is the lone Indian to feature in the top
10 all-rounders rankings at the eighth spot.
Afghanistan's Mohammad Nabi is leading the
pack in this category.

INDIAN-ORIGIN AUTHOR AVNI DOSHI ON 2020 BOOKER
PRIZE LONGLIST

Dubai-based Indian-origin au-
thor Avni Doshi is among
the 13 authors, longlisted for

the prestigious 2020 Booker
Prize for her debut novel,
'Burnt Sugar', alongside dou-
ble Booker winner Hilary
Mantel  for 'The Mirror and
The Light'. The so-called,
'Booker Dozen' was unveiled
on Tuesday. 

T he world- famous Kashmir Saffron has now
got the prestigious geographical indication
(GI) certification from the government of

India to certify its authenticity and world class
prominence. This is the first major step to put  Saf-
fron produced in the Valley on the World map with
authentication. With the GI tag, Kashmir Saffron
will acquire more prominence in the export mar-
ket, and would help the farmers get the best re-
munerative price, feel experts.

GI certification enables those who have the
right to use the signs in order to prevent the
third parties using the sign. This GI certifica-
tion would also stop the prevalent adulter-
ation of Kashmir Saffron; authenticated
Saffron will fetch much better prices

➤ Mausam' has services, such as
Nowcast, which will give three-hourly
warnings of localised weather phe-
nomena and their intensity issued for
about 800 stations, and districts of
the country by the State
Meteorological Centres of IMD
➤ Apart from this, as a warning in
case of approaching dangerous
weather, alerts will be issued twice a
day for all districts for the next five
days in colour code (Red, Orange
and Yellow) to warn citizens
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The Booker Prize for Fiction is
open to writers of any nationali-
ty, writing in English and pub-
lished in the UK or Ireland. The
shortlist of six books will be
announced on September 15,
with each shortlisted author
receiving 2,500 pounds

T he ministry of earth sciences has
launched a mobile application,
'Mausam', for the India Meteoro-

logical Department (IMD), which is de-
signed to communicate the weather in-
formation and forecasts to the public. Us-
ing the app, the  public can access fore-
casts, radar images, and be proactively
warned of the impending weather events. 

BLAST FROM THE PAST

Scientists revive
microbes from 100
million years ago

FACTOID

■ Entries have been received for the
'AatmaNirbhar Bharat App Innovation
Challenge', which was launched by Prime
Minister Narendra Modi, earlier this
month. The category-wise breakup of the
apps submitted, include 1,142 under busi-
ness category, 901 under health and well-
ness, 1,062 e-learning, 1,155 social net-
working, 326 games, 662 under office
and work from home category, 237 news
and 320 under entertainment category.
Around 1,135 apps have been submitted
under the others category

6,940

A team led by the Japan Agency for
Marine-Earth Science and

Technology analysed ancient sediment
samples deposited more than 100 million
years ago on the seabed of the South
Pacific, which is renowned for having far
fewer nutrients in its sediment than nor-
mal, thereby making it a far-from-ideal
site to maintain life over the millennia

Scientists have successfully revived mi-
crobes that had remained dormant at
the bottom of the sea, since the age of

the dinosaurs, allowing the organisms to eat
and even multiply after eons in the deep. Their
research sheds light on the remarkable sur-
vival power of some of the Earth's most prim-
itive species, which can exist  for millions of
years, with barely any oxygen or food, before
springing back to life in the lab.

P revious studies have shown how
bacteria can live on some of the

least hospitable places on the Earth,
including around undersea vents that
are devoid of oxygen

ICC RANKINGS: KOHLI, ROHIT
MAINTAIN TOP
TWO SPOTS
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KASHMIR SAFFRON GETS GI TAG
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Global warming may unleash Asian
monsoon fury: Study

The over-a-month-long
devastating flood in
Assam this season contin-
ues to remain grim, with
nearly 100 deaths and
26.37 lakh people already
affected. Nearly 10 lakh
people are left 
distressed in Bihar

➥ Researchers from the Tokyo Metropolitan University
simulated 30 years of global warming to show significant-
ly elevated levels of precipitation in the monsoon
"trough," a zone spanning northern India, the Indo-China
peninsula and the western parts of the North Pacific, with
tropical disturbances, such as typhoons, and concentrated

water vapour playing key roles

➥ The effects of the monsoon
season in Asia can be devas-
tating. Examples include the
2018 and 2020 floods in west-
ern Japan and the east Asian
countries. The region is home
to a large population, and the
monsoons are a major driver
of global water cycles
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REASONS
WHY YOU

SHOULD LEARN
MULTIPLICATION
TABLES 

5

1LEARN ONE, OTHERS SEEM
EASIER: By starting with

smaller tables and building up, you
will learn the number rules, which
will make learning other tables
much easier. For example, once
you know your 2 times table, you
can learn your 4 times table sim-
ply by doubling the answers! 

2YOU COULD DO MENTAL
ARITHMETIC: Memorising

times tables makes it far quicker
and easier for you to work out
maths problems in your head. This
will help you to solve questions,
involving multiplication, addition,
subtraction and division in their
head, making the act of memoris-
ing multiplications a very worth-
while cause!  

3HELP UNDERSTAND OTHER
CONCEPTS: Beyond memoris-

ing times tables, learning and
understanding how they work can
do wonders for building your
knowledge of important mathemat-
ical concepts. These include, frac-
tions, percentages and even shape.

For example, using visual rep-
resentations of times tables (such
as counters) can help you to visu-
alise the role of sequences, addi-
tion and fractions

4THEY CAN BE USED IN REAL
LIFE: Knowing times tables

isn’t just useful for weekly multi-
plication tests – they also come in
handy outside of the classroom!
How much would it cost to buy
three comics which cost ` 20
each? Simply calculate 3 x 20! Or
how many chocolates are there in
total, if my four friends have five
each? Work out 4 x 5! The possibil-
ities are endless.

5 INCREASES YOUR CONFI-
DENCE! Perhaps most impor-

tantly, memorising the tables will
give you the confidence in your
own skills. 

This confidence will 
help you ace the SATs or

other assessments

T
o deal with the menace of circulation of fake
news, Vice President M Venkaiah Naidu has
emphasised on the need to teach children to
navigate through misinformation and fake

news infesting the media land-
scape. Addressing  young par-
ticipants at the 'Times Scholars Event' through
video conferencing, the VP asked the participants
to develop the ability to analyse, and the courage
to accept the truth, and discard the lies.

CELEB TALK

Teach children to navigate
through fake news: Vice Prez

The Union Cabinet 
on Wednesday
approved the New
Education Policy
(NEP 2020), and
renamed the HRD
ministry as the
education ministry 

EDUCATORS REACT

N AT I O N A L  E D U C AT I O N  P O L I C Y  2 0 2 0

➥ It is a holistic policy that has been framed
keeping in mind multi-disciplinary education.
The easing of pressure from the Board exams
by testing actual knowledge and logical think-
ing of the kids is a welcome move, as it will
discourage rote-learning and rat race for
marks. BANDITA ROY, VP, CPS Mundra, Ahmd

➥ The policy looks very informative.The
initial years are crucial, and the policy has
taken consideration on that area.
However, it needs to be seen, how it is
implemented by various Boards.
KAMAL PREET KAUR, Senior teacher,City

Montessori School, GN2, Lucknow

➥The NEP has an inclusive and balanced out-
look, which gives emphasis to arts, culture,
creative, STEM courses, in addition to blended,
multi-disciplinary, and immersive learning as
well as augmenting digital learning
SHARAD MEHRA, CEO Asia Pacific, Global

University Systems (GUS)  

➥The policy signals the government’s intent to
implement sweeping reforms in the education
system. The move to reintegrate school dropouts
into the education system, and the emphasis on
mother tongue, classical languages and physical
skills is laudable-- COL (RETD) GOPAL
KARUNAKARAN, CEO, Shiv Nadar School

➥The NEP 2020 will bring about uniformi-
ty in our existing education system. It is
also student-friendly, as it gives the stu-
dents the scope to pursue their field of
interest and learning, without additional
pressure on them. KIRANMAI C, teacher, MES
Kishore Kendra, Bengaluru

➤The policy gives nod to
the global universities to set
up campuses in India, and a
complete overhaul of the
regulatory system in higher
education, besides suggest-
ing that standalone technical
institutions become multi-
disciplinary. 
➤ It seeks to achieve 50%
and 100% gross enrolment
ratio in higher and school edu-
cation by 2030, and increase
government's investment on
education by up to 20% in
the next 10 years.

THE GOALS

MAJOR 
REFORMS IN
SCHOOL
EDUCATION,

1The policy has focused on making Board exams less stressful, with
no high stakes to it. There can be a modular system introduced,

and can be held twice. Board exams can be divided into two: objective
and descriptive, with focus on application, and discourage rote-learning

2All students will now take school examinations in Grades III, V, and VIII,
which will be conducted by the appropriate authority. BBooaarrdd  eexxaammss  ffoorr

GGrraaddeess  XX  aanndd  XXIIII  wwiillll  bbee  ccoonnttiinnuueedd,, but redesigned with holistic development as the
main focus. The changes will be implemented from tthhee  22002211  aaccaaddeemmiicc  sseessssiioonn

3There will be a holistic report card prepared for the child, which will have three
kinds of assessment. First, the child will assess his/her performance. Second,

by the classmates, and third, by the teachers. The report card will have the knowl-
edge of the skills the child has acquired over the years in the school

4Restructuring of the school curriculum and pedagogy will take place in a 55++33++33++44
design. Foundational state of 3 and 2 years would include play school, and Grades I

and II; Preperatory stages:  Grade III to V, Middle school: Grades VI to VIII and
Secondary stage: Grades IX to XII 

THE
FOCUS

LESS EMPHASIS 
ON BOARD 
EXAMS

VP'S TIPS

➤ A well-read student is definitely better prepared to overcome the
challenges in life. So, rreeaadd  aass  mmuucchh  aass  yyoouu  ccaann

➤ AAiimm  hhiigghh  aanndd  ddrreeaamm  hhiigghh. You can only realise your dream through self-
discipline, hard work, sincerity and perseverance

➤ DDoo  nnoott  ggeett  ddiissttuurrbbeedd  bbyy  tthhee  eevveennttss, which are beyond one's control.
Develop a strong emotional quotient, and the ability to weather the ups and
downs in life
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