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Life in  lock
Full of misery in every block
Closed is every house door
And pavement full of beggars sleeping on floor
Everything has come to halt
Due to some people's fault
People venting day in and out
Wondering when we would go out
Children suffering with pen and book
And elders spend time learning how to cook
Houses begin feeling like cell
With no relative ringing the bell
Life in a lock
Full of misery in every block

Om Shukla, class X, DPSBE, Bengaluru

It was a day to remember, when
I got my home science assign-
ment. Out of the two options

given for holidays, I choose to make
'A unique recipe', because I really
love cooking and was eager to get
a chance to start as well.

I consulted my mother on what
dish to prepare and how. It was re-
ally a tough choice and at a point it
seemed that we would have to toss
a coin to choose the best option. Fi-
nally we decided that instead of
making one dish we would make an
entire meal comprising veg fried
rice, grilled chicken, green salad
and a fruit dessert. I also had to see
that all the ingredients we needed
were stocked up at home, so that I
would not have to run to the grocer

at the last moment in this pandemic
situation. After completing the
preparations the prior night, I went
to bed. However I couldn't sleep a
wink. All I could think about was
the meal.

Next day was a blast. I had a
wonderful time learning the cut-
ting techniques from my mother,
who helped me a lot. She kept
prompting me not to hurt myself
while making the dish.

My greatest challenge while
making this meal was cutting the
vegetables properly, in the right
shape. The onions really made me
cry a lot. The heat from the oven
sometimes made me uncomfortable
as I was not used to it.

Once the food was prepared, I

arranged the table and served the
dishes. I proudly named my spread
the "Maharani Bhoj". The name I
chose was a token of my gratitude
& love for my mother. She is indeed
a "Maharani" for me and my fami-
ly. Every day she puts in her best
efforts and hard work, taking pains
to ensure our family is safe and
healthy, not only during this pan-
demic, but every day.

It was not only a supreme ex-
perience in cooking, I also learned
the skills of planning, preping, ex-
ecuting & having lots of patience.
I realized that, I had created a beau-
tiful memory to carry along with
me throughout my life.
Koel Dutta, class IX, 

MG School For Excellence, B’luru 

A commemoration of reading,

and the library movement
"The more that you read, the more things you

will know. The more that you learn, the more

places you'll go."

-Dr. Seuss

O
n June 19, 2020, the school celebrated

the 25th National Reading Day. This

day is celebrated to honour the father

of 'Library Movement in Kerala', the late P N

Panicker. The focus this year was on technol-

ogy-enabled reading. The

students of classes VI to X enthusiastically

participated in the reading activity assisted

by the teachers. The reading activity lasted

for 20 minutes. Students conscientiously took

part in the activity by reading their favourite

novel or journal during the stipulated time.

Principal Anuradha Ramesh set the plat-

form for the day by taking the Reading Day

Pledge, along with the teachers and students.

The importance of reading was reinforced

through this activity.

READING DAY 

S
tudents of the school

were introduced to the

Father of the Library

Movement in Kerala P N

Panicker, the man behind

Kerala's 100% literacy rate,

as schools under the ICSE

Council paid tribute to him.

June 19 - 26, 2020 is observed

as the reading week and till

July 18 as the reading month.

Senior school students

were introduced to his works

online, followed by discus-

sions and presentations by

students on their favourite

books, authors, poets and

dramatists.
On June 26, the reading

room day was observed with

an online programme for all

high school students.

Teacher Mary Deepa Patrick

of the English department

led the audience in prayer.

Principal Lavanya Mithran

delivered her address on the

importance of reading. HOD

of English department Es-

ther Jebakumar spoke on the

need to inculcate the habit

of reading.
Haniya of class XII pre-

sented a tribute to Panicker

by taking us through his life

and achievements. This was

followed by the narration of

a short story Shark Bait by

Sanjana Carol of class XII

and a poetry recitation _

Love her wild _ by Teevra

Sinha of class XII.
The programme con-

cluded with a vote of thanks

by Kezia Elaine of class XII

who reminded us to be grate-

ful to all writers, emphasis-

ing again on the importance

and need of reading.

In these difficult times

of the pandemic, it is these

books that will remain our

faithful companions. We

hope to continue these ac-

tivities through this month

and hope to inspire more and

more through the years that

they study here at Cottons.

Creating beautiful
memories with food CO
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Founder's Day, on
June 20, has always
been a warm and

fun-filled event, much
awaited by the school fam-
ily, year after year. The
present circumstances
prevented the manage-
ment, staff and students
from gathering  together
to celebrate this occasion.
Nevertheless, it did not deter the spirit of cele-

brations. The high
school students
presented a beauti-
ful video with
wishes and mes-
sages. They pre-
sented their

beloved founder M. Gopalakrishnan with a song
composed specially for him on his birthday. Prin-
cipal Jean George and teachers too presented a
video with birthday wishes.

Dedicated to My World - My Mother

My 'Mother' - the irreplaceable part of my life. My Mother is
one who loves, nourishes, cares about me without any expec-
tations.

My Mother smiles through her pain for her daughter's gain.
My Mother is poised in nature, dedicated in her deeds and
illuminates the dark path of my life. My Mother is the best
critic to rectify my each and every work.

My Mother is like a candle burning her own self to light my
life. She is generous and exuberant. My Mother is always
ebullient. 

Mother is said to be a form of god, but for me, she is the only
God. She is the most precious treasure I have. She is the one
who is always ready to sacrifice and forgive for millions of
my mistakes.

I always feel that am blessed to have my Mother beside me in
my life.

My mother is my world. She is my best buddy. My day starts
with her cheerful 'good morning' and ends with her blissful
'good night'.

Brick structure become a home, only with the care and affec-
tion of Mother. I would always remain to be a child to her no
matter how much I grow.  But, I know my Mother more than
she knows herself.

My Mother is My Best Friend,
My Mother is a Best Teacher,
My Mother is My Best Chef,
My Mother is a Best Critic,
My Mother is My Motivation,
My Mother is a Inspiration,
My Mother is a My Soul mate,
My Mother is a My World,
My Mother is My God,
My Mother is My Everything.

This time is to cherish, acknowledge, respect, admire and
adore every mother and her selfless deed.
'MA' I adore and love you from the bottom of my heart. You
richly deserves all the care, love and gratitude 'MA'.
THANK YOU MA.

Amana, class VI, Bishop Cotton Girls' School, Bengaluru

O
ne of the most impor-
tant aspects of a
kindergarten child's
education is being

constantly curious about every-
thing, while learning through
various activities and sharpen-
ing basic skills.

As a parent, are you finding
it difficult to see your child be-
ing listless, frustrated or hyper
during this lockdown period? Do
not worry!

Children are unique, each in
his/her own way. As adults, it is
our duty to encourage them to
learn through fun and play.

Here are a few tips on how
to keep your ward engaged dur-

ing this time of crisis and  also
help you to bond with your child.

Firstly, understand the
child's field of interest. For ex-
ample, if children are scribbling
on the walls, give them scrib-
bling pads, crayons and markers
and ask them to draw something
that they like to eat or play with.
You will be amazed at the cre-
ative drawings they produce.

To improve their communi-
cation skills, allow the child to
speak in his/her own words and
wait for the completion of what
he/she is trying to express.

Alternately, you can ask a
question and let him/her answer,
at some length.

You could also establish a
bond between your child and
grandparents by asking your
child to talk to them
regularly and keep
them updated on daily
activities. This habit
ensures that your child
not only learns to com-
municate effectively,
but also learns to re-
spect elders and be
caring towards them.
It will also help them
stay emotionally con-
nected.

If you want your child to be
occupied on his/ her own, pro-
vide some cutouts from a news-
paper and ask your child to iden-
tify letters (one at a time) and

tell him/her to colour the inner
part of the letters. This will help
the child to identify letters and

to improve concentra-
tion. Colouring small
letters will also enhance
fine motor skills.

The kitchen is a
place for exploration.
Let your child take a
vegetable or fruit from
the refrigerator to the
kitchen. Recognition of
colours, sizes and tex-

tures happens here.
Dough-making is always fun;
children love to get their fingers
into squishy material.

When you do your laundry,
ask your child to keep a count of
how many clothes went into the

machine and came out.
Draw a circle on a plain

sheet of paper, make columns
with numbers written on them,
and ask your child to place the
same number of Lego blocks on
each column.

Reading has to develop at an
early age. There are books avail-
able with 1 or 2 sentences on
each page and colourful illus-
trations that help the child to
connect the text with the picture
on the page. This is clearly seen
in the humorous movie, 'Baby's
Day Out'.

I hope these simple tech-
niques will help your child to
learn at home, through fun and
play.

Happy parenting. Stay safe.

Author Vasudhendra
enthrals young
Kannada readers

Stainless Steel Pathregalu: having read
this essay in our Kannada textbook,
we were all eager to meet the author

Vasudhendra. The essay speaks about 
his mother's unusual obsession for steel 
utensils.

On dJune 23, 2020, he joined us virtual-
ly through our online Kannada class. We
were ready with all our questions since we
knew he is going to be a part of our class
that day. The session started with a small
presentation on the author, his works and
achievements. We then discussed the genre,
title, authors of the books we had read. He
encouraged us to nurture the habit of read-

ing. He pa-
tiently an-
swered all our
queries with
a smile and
shared some
a n e c d o t e s

with us. He also gave a few tips on writing
stories and essays.

We only know authors from the books
they write, but this experience was a unique
one as we were able to meet the writer and
ask questions that usually go unanswered.
He also expressed his happiness to meet his
young readers and get their feedback on his
writings. Meeting him was indeed a great
experience and a memorable one to cherish.

Vasudhendra is a Kannada writer, well
known for his short stories and essays. His
famous books includes Tejo Tungabhadra
and Nammamma andre nangishta. He has
received numerous awards for his simple
and relatable works that are generally real-
istic-fiction.
Arushi Upadhyaya, class IX 

SISHU GRIHA
HIGH SCHOOL 

MG SCHOOL FOR
EXCELLENCE

LIFE IN LOCK

School pays tribute
to founderLearning can be fun - tips for parents

TEACHERSPEAK
Sumalatha, kindergarten

teacher, Aavishkar
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MY MOTHER, MY WORLD

CLICK TO SEE
The British rule
Aarav Chandwaney of class VIII,
DPS Whitefield, Bengaluru, por-
trays through a comic strip the
establishment of the British rule
in India. The depiction in the
comic is based on chapter-2 in his-
tory titled Establishment of
Company Power. 

Amal Francis of class VII, Avishkar Academy, shows
his expertise with building blocks. Do you think
you could try making some of these models too?
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https://toistudent.timesofindia.indiatimes.com/news/pinboard/the-british-rule-aarav-chandwaney/57965.html
https://toistudent.timesofindia.indiatimes.com/news/leadership/amal-shows-his-expertise-with-blocks/57968.html

