
Avirtual celebration of 
World Environment Day
on the online platform

created a history of sorts in
the annals of the school. 
Mother Nature has endowed
us with a safety cocoon to
nurture us, which we proudly
call our environment. All liv-
ing beings in our planet share
a symbiotic relationship with
our environment. This year's
celebration was a grim
reminder of our inherent
duties towards nature and

Mother Earth. 
With the global pandemic
threatening our very exis-
tence, it is time to wake up to the imminent perils of the exploitation of our
environment and the decimation of it. 
Students, taking to the online platform, constructively discussed through
webinars, posters and debates, the urgency to halt this downward plunge,
showcasing and stressing the need to save our environment.  
Our students participated in the Webinar organised by the Visveswaraya
Institute of Technology, Bangalore, and walked away with trophies. They
pledged to preserve the environment and contribute their mite to this noble
cause, for how and where the human race would be without our environment
is a very pertinent question that arises in our minds. It would do a world of
good if we addressed this the right way.

"Should we allow the bacteria that
spread the epidemic to defeat hu-
man beings? Nature gave us in-

telligence and other faculties to defeat
them and continue life on earth." This was
Dr. Palpu's reaction when asked whether
he was scared while dealing with bubon-
ic plague in Bengaluru in 1896.

Dr Palpu's contribution in the field of
healthcare is appreciable. He was a bac-
teriologist trained in Europe. He was de-
puted to assist plague commissioner VP
Madhava Rao, when all other doctors left
Bengaluru fearing the dreaded disease.
At that time he was getting ready to leave
for higher studies in Europe. He decided
to serve the people and swung into action

to work among plague patients, which was
highly dangerous. He was in charge of a
plague camp and quarantine centre. He
was discharging his duty at a time when
there were 50 to 100 deaths daily in Ben-
galuru. He lived in a camp which had eight
funeral pyres in the vicinity, which were
always lit.

After the disease was brought under
control, the British deputed a surgeon gen-
eral and sanitary commissioner in India
to study all the camps. The camp managed
by Dr  Palpu was declared the best camp.
Impressed by his services, the Mysore gov-
ernment sponsored his future studies in
England. He was a courageous medical
practitioner who dared to work among the
people during the epidemic. A great salute
to him for his services.

Savita Goel, teacher, Air Force School
Jalahalli East, Bengaluru

It's been a gruelling time since the lockdown came
into effect on March 25 this year. The selfless and
brave medical and police staff have been busy

round the clock, to protect the public. Most working
class professionals have been working, cooped up in
the safety of their own homes.

Another section of society that has been work-
ing tirelessly, adapting to these new rules and over-
coming challenges everyday are the teachers. They
have embraced the internet to impart knowledge to their students.
Be it learning to use apps to teach a class of talkative students or to
keep track of their progress and share the same with the parents

and students, teachers have been very
quick to learn and adapt to this new
method of teaching.

Teachers know that the future of
our country is in the hands of their
students and to waste away their time
is to borrow time from the future of
the country.

Under the leadership of our principal Usha Ravi, the teachers
of our school rose to the occasion and switched to digital mode in-
stantly. The feedback from parents has been very encouraging and
motivating for us teachers.

The management has been regularly appealing to parents, stu-
dents and staff to follow government advisory and focus on safety.
As a part of this canvas, students were encouraged to participate in
a mask making activity from their homes. The overwhelming re-
sponse was heart-warming.

Sadhguru said, "Challenging times are not necessarily a calami-
ty. These are times when human beings have to rise beyond their
limitations and ride these challenges to become a glorious genera-
tion."  That's exactly what the silent torch bearers in us are com-
mitted to achieve.

Silent torch-bearers
ride the challenge

TEACHERSPEAK 
Ammalu  K, The Regency

Public School,
Vidyaranyapura

Tejas Varma of class XI has been invited to join PROMYS, an online
summer programme at Boston University. He will be attending the

programme with students from univer-
sities like Harvard, Chennai
Mathematical Institute, University of
Oxford, MIT and Princeton. Tejas has
been awarded a full scholarship to attend this pro-
gramme.

The six-week course, from July 5, 2020 to August 15, 2020, is designed to encour-
age students interested in mathematics. The faculty members are professors teach-
ing in reputed institutions like MIT, Boston University, etc.
Tejas also attended the RAM (Raising a Mathematician) 2020 programme in May. 
Navkis is proud of you!

Maths enthusiast to attend
Boston University prog
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A TRIBUTE

Students stress on urgency
to save our environment

GOING GREEN 

02 “Every flower is a soul blossoming in nature.”
GÉRARD DE NERVAL, FRENCH WRITER AND POET ACTIVITIES 

Neutron star: A neutron star is the
collapsed and highly compressed remains

of a relatively massive star that died in a supernova event.
Neutron stars are also the smallest stars known to exist
with their typical radius being only about 10-20 km, and
weighing on an average about twice as much as the sun.
The Milky Way has about 100 million neutron stars.
Suryasnata Behera, Class IX, Vivekananda Mission School

Q1: Wasting less food is
a way to reduce

greenhouse gas 
emissions.
A: True ❑ B: False ❑

Q2: Which of the fol-
lowing is a green-

house gas?
A: CO2 ❑ B: CH4 ❑
C: Water vapour ❑
D: All of the above ❑

Q3: What is the
Greenhouse Effect?

A: The name of climate
change legislation 
that passed by 
congress ❑

B: When you paint your
house green to become
an environmentalist ❑

C: When the gases in our
atmosphere trap heat
and block it from escap-
ing our planet ❑

D: When you build a green-
house   ❑

Q4: How long does CO2

remain in the atmos-
phere?
A: Less than 1 yr ❑

B: 5-10 years ❑
C: Up to 200 years,

or more ❑
D: 1-3 years ❑

Q5: Which of the fol-
lowing gases does

not trap heat?
A: Carbon dioxide ❑
B: Nitrogen ❑
C: Water vapour ❑
D: Methane ❑

Q6: Compared to 
other greenhouse

gases, carbon dioxide is 
the most effective at 
trapping heat near the
Earth’s surface.
A: False ❑
B: True ❑

Q7: Earth has been
warmer in the past

than it is today.
A: False ❑
B: True ❑

Q8: Which country
emits the most

carbon dioxide? 
A: China  ❑ B: USA ❑
C: UK      ❑ D: Russia ❑

Q9: What percentage of
global greenhouse

gas emissions does the
transportation sector emit?
A: 1%     ❑ B: 14% ❑
C: 33%   ❑ D: 70% ❑

Q10: Globally, which of
the following eco-

nomic sectors emits the
largest percentage of green-
house gas emissions?
A: Transportation ❑
B: Buildings               ❑
C: Industry                 ❑
D: Electricity and heat 

production ❑

Q11: How much has the
average global

temperature risen by since
1880 (in Fahrenheit)?
A: 0.5 degrees ❑
B: 1.69 degrees ❑
C: 5 degrees  ❑
D: 3.73 degrees ❑
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ASTRONOMY

Ananthapura Lake Temple,
Kerala
Built in the middle of a lake in
the village of Ananthapura,
the temple has an illustrious
history dating back to the 9th
century. This is the only lake

temple in Kerala; legend has it that it is the
original seat of Ananthapadmanabha Swami.
TThhee  tteemmppllee  iiss  gguuaarrddeedd  bbyy  aa  ‘‘vveeggeettaarriiaann  ccrrooccoo--
ddiillee’’,,  wwhhoo  iiss  aaffffeeccttiioonnaatteellyy  kknnoowwnn  aass  BBaabbiiyyaa.. At

any time, the lake has only
one crocodile. Strangely
enough, every time a
guardian crocodile dies,
another takes its place.

Aniket Adhikari, class XI, VMS

TURNING THE PAGES OF
HISTORY TO DISCOVER
TIMELESS LEGACIESINDIA SHINING

Q.1) What is the
old name of
alkenes?
A. Olefins 

B. Paraffin 

C. Acetylene 

D. Peptide

Q.2) Who coined
the term
‘Mutation’?
A. James Watson

B. Herman Joseph

Muller   

C. Hugo de Vries 

D. Norman Borlaug

Q.3) What type of
a mirror is used in
anti-shoplifting-
devices? 
A. Concave mirror 

B. Convex mirror 

C. Plane mirror 

D. None of the above

Q.4) Which plant
disease is known
as ring disease? 
A. Citrus Canker 

B. Black arm of cotton 

C. Wilt of Potato 

D. Anthracnose

Q.5) When was
Ceres, the first
asteroid, discov-
ered?
A. 1 January, 1800 

B. 12 January, 1801 

C. 12 February, 1800 

D. 1 January, 1801

GENERAL KNOWLEDGE

A N S W E R S

Quiz time

WORD WISE
epiphany: (n) An
appearance or
manifestation, especially
of a deity. A sudden,
intuitive perception of or
insight into the reality or
essential meaning of
something, usually
initiated by some simple,
homely, or commonplace
occurrence or experience.

Synonymous words: flash,
insight, inspiration, oracle,
vision, realisation, sign,
surprise, discovery, etc 

Examples: Zaks
experienced an epiphany of
sorts a couple years ago,
when he was looking
through a book by Tony
Walton.
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1) LONG FORM OF THE
PERIOD TABLE IS

BASED ON 
A)  Atomic mass 
B)  Atomic size
C)  Atomic number 

2) THE MAXIMUM
NUMBER OF ELE-

MENTS IN 3RD  PERIOD IS
A)  2
B)  8
C)  18

3) WHICH ELEMENT
HAS THE SMALLEST

SIZE? 
A)  Boron
B)  Nitrogen 
C)  Aluminium 

4) WHICH OF THE FOL-
LOWING HAS ZERO

ELECTRON AFFINITY ?
A)  Neon   B)  Fluorine 
C)  Sodium

5) WHICH OF THE 
FOLLOWING DOES

NOT HAVE ANY UNIT? 
A)  Electron affinity 
B)  Atomic radii
C) Electro negativity 

CHEMISTRY

QUIZ
SUNITHA PAI, teacher,
St Joseph's Boys High

School, Bengaluru   

ANSWERS
1) C,  Atomic number, 2) B,  8,
3) B,  Nitrogen, 4) A,  Neon,
5) C,  Electro negativity

Q.1) A car can cover a
distance of 522 km on 36
litres of petrol. How far
can it travel on 14 litres
of petrol?
A. 203     B. 403 
C. 410 D. 240

Q.2) A clock strikes once
at 1 o'clock, twice at 2
o'clock, thrice at 3
o'clock and so on. How
many times will it strike
in 24 hours?
A. 184 B. 156 

C. 180 D. 108

Q.3) Out of 11 patients in
a nursing home, one aged
25 years was released
and a new one was
admitted. The average
increased by 5 years.
Find the age of new
patient.

A. 60 years B. 70 years 
C. 80 years 
D. 55 years

Q.4) The radius of the
front wheel of an engine
be 35cm and the rear
wheel is 84 cm. How
many times more than
the rear wheel should the

front wheel rotate to
cover 660 metres?    
A. 175 times B. 190 times
C. 2023 times D. 60 times

ANSWER: 
1. 203   2. 156
3. 80 years   
4. 175 times  

Arjun Sinha Class IX,  VMS

CHECK YOUR APTITUDE

CURRICULUM EXERCISES
Q1. What is a
Displacement Reaction?
Q2. Identify the
species of this bird.

Answer: (1) Displacement reaction is a chemical reac-
tion in which a more reactive element displaces a
less reactive element from its compound. Both metals
and non-metals take part in displacement reactions.
Example : Reaction of iron nails with copper sulphate
solution. (2) Blue canary bird

ANSWERS: 1. A, 2. D, 3. C, 4. C, 5. B, 6. A, 7. B, 8. A, 9. B, 10. D, 11. B1. A) Olefins, 2. C) Hugo de Vries, 3. B) Convex mirror,  4. C) Wilt of Potato 5. D) 1 January, 1801


