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PLAY 
VIRTUALLY

HOGWARTS DIGITAL
ESCAPE ROOM
Harry Potter fans will be pleased to
hear about this free escape room, cre-
ated by American librarian in
Pennsylvania . You can explore the
school of witchcraft and wizardry
without leaving the sofa. There are
team-building exercises, trivia ques-
tions to answer and puzzles to solve
that you can do as an individual player,
or in a team with your friends.

FACEBOOK GAMING TAB
Facebook’s Gaming tab is one of the
key reasons it continues to attract
users. It offers a way to play games
with contacts or with more than two
billion users of the platform. It comes
with classics, like Pac-Man and Space
Invaders, alongside more modern
games, like Farmville and Super Dash.

WORDS WITH FRIENDS 2
Words With Friends was already well-
established, long before coronavirus
forced people indoors, having ridden
one of the first ever waves of viral
game apps in 2009, alongside the likes
of Angry Birds and Doodle Jump.
Essentially a Scrabble clone built for
phones, it comes with an interface
designed for interacting online.

QUIZ UP
The biggest trivia app in the world
features 1,200 topics containing more
than 600,000 questions to challenge
people on everything, from general
knowledge to basic maths problems,
among others. 

CLICK HERE: WWW.TOISTUDENT.COM

The Tale of Black and
White by Pravesh Chandel
The book is
about Om, the
protagonist,
who transforms
from a naughty
to a skillful and
obedient boy.
Om’s discovery
about his likes,
dislikes, his
dreams and
more important, chasing them at the
cost of something substantive, keeps
it gripping till the end. During his
journey, Om loses something, but is
it worth it? An inspiring  quote in one
of the chapters,  “The best comes
when we never give up”, makes it an
inspiring read!
Harshika, class VIII, Jain Bharati

Mrigavati Vidyalaya, New Delhi

The Centre may have eased lockdown restrictions to lift the
staggering growth chart, but the economy faces an uphill
battle in the months ahead, warn experts. Times NIE takes a
look at the important factors that will determine the
trajectory of the Indian economy in the coming months...

INDUSTRIAL
PRODUCTION

1 The effects of the 
pandemic were marked
by significant disrup-

tions in industrial activity
that began at the start of
March, well before the lock-
down came into place. This
was characterised by the sus-
pension of factory activities,
drop in fuel consumption, and
a halving of sales in the pas-
senger vehicle segment.
Although restrictions were
gradually relaxed in the month of April
and May, industrial production has been
slow to pick up owing to severe supply-
side disruptions, and a lack of labour. 

UNEMPLOYMENT

2 India is probably facing the worst
unemployment crisis in its history.
The pandemic and the subsequent

lockdown measures have caused an
unprecedented loss of livelihoods for
millions of migrant labourers, whose
prospects remain bleak. The Centre for
Monitoring Indian Economy pegged
India's unemployment rate at over 24
per cent for the week that ended on
May 25, with urban unemployment even
worse at 26.3 per cent, indicating that
more than one in four members of the
labour force in urban areas had been
rendered unemployed. The pain is most

acutely felt in the travel, auto, retail,
and hospitality industries. 

HOUSEHOLD CONSUMPTION

3 Household consumption is one of
the most important factors that
determine economic growth, and

with most households already having lit-
tle surplus income even in times sans
pandemic, the think tank, People
Research on India's Consumer Economy
predicts that household consumption in
the post-Covid-19 phase will only rise to
half of what it was prior to the outbreak.

AGRICULTURAL OUTPUT

4 One of the few bright spots in the
economic report is India's agricul-
tural growth, which the government

projects will grow by at least 3 per cent
in 2020-21 as a result of high output and
prices. 

INDIA'S GROWTH STORY 
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World's 3 biggest

OIL SPILLS

Russia has declared a state of emergency in Siberia, as over five million gallons of diesel fuel
spilled into the Ambarnaya river, within the Arctic Circle, following a collapse of a fuel tank at

a power plant in Norilsk recently. A look at some of the destructive oil spills...

THE PERSIAN GULF WAR
OIL SPILL (1991)
Believed to be a man-made disaster,
the 1991 oil spill, resulting from the
Gulf War in 1991, was done strategi-
cally to foil a potential landing by
the US Marines in Iraq. Iraqi forces
had opened oil valves of the Sea
Island pipeline, releasing oil from
numerous tankers. It resulted in over
224400  mmiilllliioonn  ggaalllloonnss of crude oil that
got dumped into the Persian Gulf.

BP’S DEEPWATER HORIZON OIL 
SPILL (2010)
One of the largest acci-
dental oil spills in histo-
ry began in the Gulf of
Mexico on April 20,
2010, after a surge of
natural gas blasted
through a cement well
cap that had  been
installed to seal a well drilled by the Deepwater
Horizon oil platform. The gas travelled up the rig’s
riser to the platform, where it ignited, killing 11 work-
ers and injuring 17. The oil platform capsised and
sank two days later. Before the well was capped sev-
eral months later, some 113344  mmiilllliioonn  ggaalllloonnss  ooff  ooiill
were released, and about 2,100 km of the US Gulf
Coast from Texas to Florida were coated with oil. 

THE IXTOC 1 OIL SPILL (1979)

Mexico’s Ixtoc 1 accident released up to
114400  mmiilllliioonn  ggaalllloonnss  ooff  ccrruuddee  ooiill  into the
Bay of Campeche, between June 1979
and March 1980. The spill began with an
explosion aboard the Ixtoc 1 platform—
which was drilling exploration wells in
164 feet of water. On June3, 1979, the
well suffered a blowout, resulting in one
of the largest oil spills in history.

Union human resource develop-
ment minister Ramesh Pokhriyal
Nishank has said that CBSE

board results can be declared by August
15. The results of both class X and XII
will be declared at an interval of just a
few days. However, the decision to open
schools will be taken after August keep-
ing in mind the current Covid-19 situa-
tion, he added. After August, new ses-
sions will also start in universities.At
present, the ministry of human resource
development has not set any date for re-
opening of schools.

Meanwhile, the Delhi govern-
ment has written to the HRD
ministry on the subject of
reopening schools.
Several private schools have
also suggested measures to the
HRD ministry on reopening of
schools, and safety related
issues

SPOTLIGHT

CBSE exam results by
Aug 15: HRD minister

Can you catch Covid-19 from delivered packages?

Need to work together to overcome racism:
Paul McCartney 

The Beatles legend Paul McCartney has joined the
fight  against systemic racism. "We need to learn
more, listen more, talk more, and educate our-

selves", he stresses. As public outcry over the death of
George Floyd continues all around the world, the mu-
sic icon took to Twitter to reflect on the importance
of coming together to create change.

Health authorities and infectious disease experts have not ruled
out the possibility of infection if a person touches their eyes,
nose or mouth, after contact with a contaminated package. 

The World Health Organisation
(WHO) has cited laboratory
research, which found that
the coronavirus that causes
COVID-19, could persist for up
to 24 hours on cardboard and
72 hours on plastic and stain-
less steel

COVID UPDATE

McCartney shared that
during a trip to the US in 1964, ‘The Beatles’
had been scheduled to play a segregated
show, which they refused to do.
"In 1964, ‘The Beatles’ were due to play
Jacksonville in the US, and we found out that
it was going to be to a segregated audience.
It felt wrong. We said, ''We''re not doing
that!'' So little has changed in the world,
since then, he rued.

When Galileo underwent quarantine!

I talian astronomer-physicist
Galileo Galilei had some
torrid time in the

1630s — he was in poor
health, faced a house
arrest and a trial due to a
controversial book and
also had to undergo quar-
antine for almost a month
because of the raging plague
then, recounts a new book.

'Galileo and the Science
Deniers' is a historical

biography on the life
of Galileo by astro-
physicist Mario
Livio. It gives a
glimpse into the life
of a "man who was

intellectually radical
and well ahead of his

time."

Galileo's journey as a scientist
began in 1583, when he dropped out
of medical school and studied
mathematics. By 1590, he had the
audacity to criticise Aristotle's
teachings on motion, according to
which things moved because of a
built-in impetus About 13 years
later, following a series of ingenious
experiments with inclined planes
and pendulums, he formulated the
very first ‘laws of motion’ concern-
ing free-fall, even though he would
not publish them until 1638BOOK

CELEB TALK

IF YOU CARE,
DON'T SHARE

FOOD!

The food culture of India is all set to
change as restaurants, malls and
offices open, post lockdown. Here
are some corona-age 'eating
together' pointers...

Personal cutlery and social dis-
tancing while eating with friends
 Eating together will now involve the use
of personal cutlery, tissues and social dis-
tancing. “If you care about your friends, you
won’t share meals with them the way you used
to,” says food critic Sujit Ahuja from Mum-
bai.

What happens to banquets and
buffets?

“Eating together at a banquet hall with 100-
200 people is something people will think about
twice now,” says Sabhrish Iyer, owner of a
banquet hall, adding, “Our focus will now be
on hygiene and limiting the number of pa-
trons on our premises at a time. We might
have dedicated people stationed, who will di-
rect patrons to wash their hands before meals.
Banana leaves will replace plates too,”he adds.

Rethinking community meals

Organisers of the puja pandals and Ganesh ut-
sav mandals are thinking alternate ways to keep

community meals alive. “We are doing away
with community meals this year and are plan-
ning to ask people to bring their dabbas to
serve bhog,” says Debashish Saha from
Mukti Sarbajanin Pujo Samiti, Kolkata.

How China's dining culture
changed with Covid-19 
Eating togeth-
er has always
been a part of
China's culi-
nary history.
But the country is now witnessing change
in its dining etiquette. Chinese restaurants,
where one-pot meals were shared by
patrons, are no longer popular due to
hygiene concerns, post Covid. A recently-
conducted survey by China Youth in the
country states that people are wary of
sharing food; they prefer their own chop-
sticks, plates and soup bowls while eating!  

Instagram tells users not to embed
photos on other websites

Instagram has made it clear that now people will need
permission to use embedded photos of other Instagram

users on third-party websites or platforms.It
means that if an Instagram user wants to

embed someone's Instagram post on
another website, he or she needs

to ask the person for a copy-
right license, else he or she can be

subject to a copyright lawsuit

According to a report, the Facebook-owned plat-
form will not provide users a copyright license to dis-

play embedded images on other websites
To date, users believed that embedding images, rather than

hosting them directly, provides insulation against copyright claims
The news came after a New York judge ruled that ‘Newsweek’ magazine

cannot dismiss a photographer's complaint based on Instagram's terms of
service  Instagram had been "exploring" more ways for users to control
embedding For now, photographers can only stop embeds by making photo-
graphs private, which strictly limits their reach on Instagram
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