
02 “Every flower is a soul blossoming in nature.”
GÉRARD DE NERVAL, FRENCH WRITER AND POET

Q1: Which of the
following 

countries has a com-
mon frontier with
Uttarakhand, Uttar
Pradesh, Bihar, West
Bengal and Sikkim?
A: China ❑
B: Nepal ❑
C: Bhutan ❑
D: Myanmar ❑

Q2: Which coun-
try does not

share a land border
with India?
A: Afghanistan ❑
B: China ❑
C: Bhutan ❑

D: Myanmar ❑

Q3: Which is
called the

southernmost
Himalayas?

A: Siwaliks ❑
B: Himadri ❑
C: Himachal ❑
D: None of the above  ❑

Q4: What is the
meaning of

the Himalaya in

Sanskrit?
A: The high one ❑
B: Rocky mountains ❑
C: Abode of snow ❑
D: Peak of heaven ❑

Q5: True or false:
In most parts

of India, the wettest
months of the year
are from Nov to Feb.
A: True ❑
B: False ❑

GEOGRAPHY
Theme: India 

Want to boost your general
knowledge? Take this

exciting test. Rest assured,it will really test you!

‘THE MERCHANT’
AND MYTHOLOGY 

BY: Suryakumari Dennison, teacher,

Aavishkar Academy, Bengaluru

Answer each of these questions
on classical allusions in
Shakespeare’s ‘The Merchant of
Venice’, by choosing correctly
from the four options.

1. Who set sail for Colchos in
search of the golden fleece?
A. Bellerophon B. Jason 
C. Perseus D. Theseus

2. Which of these is another
name for Hercules?
A. Alcides B. Ajax 
C. Achilles D. Abderus

3. How would you describe
Thisbe?
A. Treacherous B. Talented 
C. Tiresome D. Timid

4. What did Dido of Carthage
have in her hand?
A. Wand B. Weapon 
C. Willow D. Wreath

5. If Troilus is on the Troyan
walls, in which tents is Cressid?
A. Roman B. Grecian 
C. Egyptian D. Indian

6. What kind of song, according
to Lorenzo, would wake Diana?
A. Anthem B. Ballad 
C. Hymn D. Lyric

Teen Author and TEDEd
Talk Speaker Neeha

Gupta Tells Us About
Finding Your Passion

N
eeha Gupta
decided to
write a
book when
she was 13-

years-old. By the time she had
turned 17, she had already
written two. She debuted with
‘Different’ – a science fiction
story in which an alien navi-
gates through complex life on
Earth; and followed it up with
‘Swapped’ in which two high
school students, a reserved
Rachel and the free-spirited
Harleen find their lives in-
tersecting in a crazy twist of
fate. The young author based
both books on what she knew
best… aka her experience as
a teenager. She did not let her
young age or inexperience
from taking on the herculean
task of writing. And that’s not
all, this teen achiever is also
a TedEd Speaker, having giv-

en a talk on how age is just
a number. Excerpts from

an interview:

Q: How old were
you when you

first decided that you
must write a book? 
A: I was 13-14 when I became
committed to the idea of writ-
ing my own novel. ‘Swapped’
has been the result of my own
real-life experiences. As a
teenager, when I was submit-
ting college applications, I was
unclear about my future aspi-
rations! I was conflicted be-
tween societal expectations and
my own thoughts, and that
phase made  me  realise the
need for a book like this. I do
not have any clear ideas for an-
other story just yet, but if in-
spiration strikes, a new book is
always on the cards.

Q: Would you say vora-
cious readers make for
better writers?
A: Definitely! As a youngster,
I was an avid reader, and used
to devour books over break-
fast, lunch and dinner. It is
only natural for readers to
have a better command over
the language, their unique
style of writing, and a sense
of familiarity with story-

telling. In my childhood I have
read Nancy Drew, Wonder, Per-
cy Jackson, St Claire’s – main-
ly all the fiction out there.

Q: Please tell us more
about your writing
process? 
A: With ‘Swapped’, the writing
process was rather unconven-
tional. I wrote the first 10,000
words of the book and then
took a 6-month gap due to
school, writer’s block, etc. How-
ever, I got back to it and finished
the rest of the 45,000 words of
the book in a matter of 10 days!

I did have a blueprint sketched
out for the story to serve as a
base from the very beginning.
However, the finer details and
key twists and turns of the plot
emerged as I wrote.

Q: How did you respond
to people who say ‘But
you are too young to be
an author!’
A: This question always brings
a smile to my face, as it allows
me to share one of my deepest
beliefs. I simply respond  by say-
ing – if you want to do some-
thing badly enough, you find a
way to do it. I really do not have
an alternative answer.

Q: You recommend?
A: ‘The 5am Club’ 
by Robin Sharma 
‘Wonder’ by RJ Palacio
‘Thank You, Jeeves’ 
by PG Wodehouse
‘Heroes of Olympus’ – the entire
series – by Rick Riordan
‘Different’ and ‘Swapped’ by me!

nitya.shukla@timesgroup.com

She was 13 when she decided to
WRITE A BOOK

ACTIVITY OF THE DAY

Content and pics by ‘History Diaries’. Co-founded by IIT-Delhi alumni, it is an initiative to make
history interesting, engaging and relevant, transforming the way it is being taught in schools 

2 This is a portrait
from the 1680s

depicting Maratha
prince Shivaji Bhosale
I famously known as
Chattrapati Shivaji
Maharaj. Shivaji cap-
tured his first fort -
Torana as the
Chieftain of
Marathas at the age of 16. At its peak,
the Maratha empire extended from

Attock, which today lies in
Pakistan, to Thanjavur in
Tamil Nadu.

SSoouurrccee: Rijksmuseum,
Museum of the
Netherlands, Amsterdam

Who was Shivaji
named after?
ANS: Shivaji 

wasn’t named after Lord Shiva but
the local deity – goddess Shivai.

1 Standing magnificently at an 
altitude of 3,583mts and

enveloped in the mighty Garhwal
Himalayas, near the Mandakini river,
Kedarnath Temple is one of the twelve
Jyotirlingas of Lord Shiva. It is believed
to be originally built by the Pandavas
after Mahabharta War and
was later revived by

Adi Shankracharya, who restored the
glory of the shrine in the 8th century
A.D. Kedarnath is also the most impor-
tant among the Panch Kedars.

What are the names of the
remaining 4 Kedars?
ANS: Tungnath, Rudranath,

Madhyamaheshwar, and
Kalpeshwar

Kedarnath Temple

History Mystery 

Chhatrapati Shivaji Maharaj

1. A) Bhuvan Bam2. A) Hilary McKay 3. D) Ladakh 4. B) Dubai

Q.1) Which Indian
YouTube star
participated in the
World Economic Forum
2020 being held 
at Davos?
A. Bhuvan Bam 

B. Amit Bhadana

C. Gaurav Chaudhary  

D. Ashish Chanchlani 

Q.2) Who won 2018
Costa Children’s
Award?
A. Hilary McKay 

B. Chetan Bhagat

C. Aravind Adiga 

D. Anita Desai

Q.3) Who won the 7th
National Ice Hockey

Championship Women
trophy? 
A. Tamil Nadu B. Railways

C. Chandigarh D. Ladakh

Q.4) Which city is the 
latest to inaugurate a
Selfie Museum?
A. New York B. Dubai

C. Sydney D. Brussels

GENERAL KNOWLEDGE

A N S W E R S

Quiz time
TESTING TIMES

Jasbinder Bilan, a school teacher
who writes in her spare time, has
won the 2019 Costa Children’s Book
Award for ‘Asha & The Spirit Bird’, a
tale set in the Himalayan foothills
where the author was born and
inspired by her late grandmother.

ANSWERS:
1) B. Jason 

2) A. Alcides

3) D. Timid 

4) C. Willow

5) B. Grecian

6) C. Hymn

ANSWERS:

1. B2. A
3. A4. C

5. B

S
tudents of Manav Sthali Global
School, Double Storey Rajinder
Nagar, came together to 
celebrate the 50th anniversary
of Earth Day. The school en-

gaged students from all classes in various
activities like sapling plantation, creating
Earth Day headgear along with Stick Pup-
pets, Popsicle Fan and posters. To make the
celebration special students also sang the
song – Let the mountains talk – by famous
singer John Denver. All students partici-
pated from home and made the celebration
worthwhile. These special activities made
the children realise the value of keeping the
Earth clean, green and pollution free.

Transcending
borders and
traversing
boundaries
O

vercoming the challenges, DAV Public School
RK Puram continued operations unabated by
scheduling a video conferencing session
between the students and the teachers of DAV
Public school RK PURAM School and Bright KID-

DIE, Surabaya, Indonesia. 
During the session, students and teachers interact-

ed with each other and shared their experiences dur-
ing the lockdown. The conference opened with an
introduction between the students and teachers and
proceeded to an enriched discussion about the activi-
ties individuals across the globe have taken up to stay
productive and occupied during the lockdown. We also
shared videos and pictures of the activities we’ve been
doing and discussed possibilities of collaborative 
studies and tasks.

Principals of both the schools acknowledged and
were impressed by the presentations shared by the stu-
dents and thanked each other for agreeing to meet
online and collaborating to further education and learn-
ing. They also appreciated the efforts shown by the
teachers for working out the logistics to make this a
successful initiative. Students enjoyed this amazing
session and enthusiastically observed how nice a learn-
ing experience it was for them. We look forward to such
future collaborations and exploring more ideas and
activities for our students’ progressive development.

The sun hasn’t risen yet, 
But there’s someone already
in the kitchen.
It’s not time to wake up,
Yet someone is on your side 
That someone doesn’t want
you to wake up,
That someone is waiting for
the time. 
The tap hasn’t opened yet,
But someone has already
filled the bucket. 
The call hasn’t come yet, 
But someone has already
served the breakfast. 
The comb hasn’t been

touched yet, 
But there’s someone already
doing your hair. 
Tying a tie hasn’t been
learnt yet, 
But there’s  already someone
helping you, around your neck.
That someone hasn’t 
returned yet, 
But lunch is ready at 
the table.
The stew isn’t ready yet, 
But there’s someone helping
you write.
The clothes aren’t over yet, 
There’s someone doing the

laundry. 
The utensils aren’t 
cleaned yet,
There’s someone washing
them all. 
The presentation isn’t 
over yet,
There’s someone 
clicking keys.
That someone is only one, 
Who cares for everyone. 
And we all lovingly call her,
Mom, mom and only mom! 

KANISHKA BIDHURI,VII, GD

Goenka Public School, Sarita Vihar

MOTHERHOOD - UNCONDITIONAL LOVE

ANANAYA SABHARWAL, X, DAV
Public School, Sreshtha Vihar

ed as divine creatures. How-
ever, over the years man got
so busy with the material
world, that he eventually be-
came disillusioned in this
fast paced world. Nature
selflessly bestowed all its
blessings on us, yet ill treat-
ed. Nevertheless, sun did not
stop shining neither did
rain stop to infuse life into
the parched earth, trees our
ardent helpers kept feeding
us, rivers continued flowing
endlessly into sea. Nature
showered all its wealth ir-

respective of good or evil.
Today it seems, Nature is an-
noyed, with humanity at
large. The pandemic we all
are facing is actually a clar-
ion call of nature to intro-
spect our follies and correct
them. This challenging time
has brought the biggest of
world powers down on its
knees. Thus nature teach-
ing us it is the mightiest of
all. After many years of end-
less greed the world has
been brought to a standstill.
After ages once again we are

able to listen to the sound of
silence, we are able to see
revival of blue skies, clean
rivers, chirping birds and a
night sky full of twinkling
stars. Nature has signalled
us to rethink and rebuild a
world full of hope and faith.
Let’s together wake up to
this call and rediscover the
beauty of nature.

Ishita Bindra, XII, Manav

Rachna International School,

Sector – 14, Faridabad

NATURE OUR
PREACHER

N ature truly is the world’s best
teacher. The ancient scriptures
unfold to exhibit how humani-

ty used to love and respect nature as God.
The sun, rivers and trees were all treat-

STUDENT CORNER

Together we
save the Earth

Quarantine Days

W
e always have days that
we have never imagined
in our life and I think
these quarantine days are

one of them. It is hard to imagine that
a month ago we all wanted a break from
our work and wanted to explore our-
selves but I think now we all are done
exploring ourselves and want to go to
work, schools, meet our friends and col-
leagues and have fun.

I think this quarantine is helping
us to catch up with things that we had
left far behind in our hectic lives. Ac-
cording to me it is an opportunity for
all of us to cherish our times with par-
ents’. We have always blamed shortage
of time for not exploring our other side. 

Cooking is not the only thing we
can do but I guess there are plenty of
things we can do which we used to do
when we were kids. Like sketching,
dancing, singing, writing poetry and
what not. Reading can become our best

way of passing time and will also help
in enhancing our knowledge. I think a
new year’s resolution we all take but
are never able to complete is keeping
ourselves healthy and fit but this lock-
down gives a chance to fulfil it and even
continue after lockdown also. The
things that I have mentioned are the
least we can do. While our doctors , po-
lice men are busy fighting the battle
against Covid-19 we can help them by
doing nothing but staying home safe. 

Nandini Negi, XI, Indirapuram Public
School, Indirapuram 

ADEEB, V, Saiyid
Hamid Academy

Grass Jewel 
Or Freyeria trochylus is a small but-
terfly found in India, Africa, United
Arab Emirates, Oman, Saudi Arabia,
Bulgaria, Greece and southern Asia.
It belongs to the lycaenids or blues

family. The males have brown upper-
side while female uppersides are
brown in colour. The markings are
similar in both, but in females, they
are larger and more clearly defined
— the yellow crowning on hindwings
and the black spots on the tornal
area (the tail portion of a butterfly). INSECTS

KNOWLEDGE BANK

READ AND LEARN


