
02 “Every flower is a soul blossoming in nature.”
GÉRARD DE NERVAL, FRENCH WRITER AND POET READ AND LEARN

Winner:
CollaborativeCollaborative

writing
Part 2

“Be strong now, because
things will get better. It
might be stormy now but

it can’t rain forever.”

H
ello! We are Radhya
and Mishka. We
know this lockdown
is a hard time but it

is only to protect us from
COVID-19. We also think that
this lockdown is bringing out
the best in us as we can
spend more time with
our parents. Now,
our parents are
working from home
and so are we! We
spend time with our parents by
playing indoor games like chess,
carrom, watching mythological
tales like Ramayana, Mahab-
harata and become more knowl-
edgeable by reading books.

We can see the interesting
constellations by recognising
them. We are becoming more
thoughtful about nature and
know more about how to care

for stray animals. We can also
enjoy some interesting movies
with our parents. We are be-
coming more aware of what’s
happening in the world by
watching news. We have also be-
come more creative by sketch-
ing and colouring.

In short this lockdown has en-
sured that we enjoy - “the air we
never breathed, the chirping of
birds we never heard, the sky we
never saw and above of all our

family whom we
missed.” 

But it also
makes us a lit-
tle sad that we

can’t meet our
teachers and friends, we are un-
able to go to the park to play and
have to stay indoors.We pray and
hope that the lockdown gets over
soon and we can get back to our
normal lives. Also hope COVID-
19 is defeated world over through
a vaccine. Stay home stay safe.

By: Mishka and Radhya, class 4,

Nirmal Bhartia School, Delhi

Send us
your write-up at

timesnie175@gmail.com

Mispronunciation 
How you pronounce it:
mis-pro-nun-see-ay-shun
How it’s really pro-
nounced: mis-pro-nown-
see-ay-shun

Wikipedia
How you pronounce it:
Wick-i-pee-dee-a
How it’s really pronounced: Wee-
key-pee-dee-a

Forte
How you pronounce it:
For-tay
How it’s really pronounced: Fort

Spurious
How you pronounce it:
spyoor-ee-us
How it’s really pronounced:
spur-ee-us

Prerogative
How you pronounce it:
per-rog-a-tive

How it’s really pro-
nounced: pre-rog-a-tive

Larvae
How you pronounce it:
lar-vee
How it’s really pro-
nounced: not lar-vay

Alumnae
How you pronounce it: a-lum-nee 
How it’s really pronounced: a-
lum-nay

Disastrous
How you pronounce it: di-zas-tres
How it’s really pronounced:
di-zas-ter-es
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THE LOSS OF THE LIP
By Mitali Kumar

C
OVID-19 has brought along
with it an entire array of
problems and crises. I will

not use this platform to throw
light on all of them as enough has
been said already. My concern
here is rather more literary and
very close to my heart. As an
English teacher, I feel that the
disease has, mercilessly, snatched
away an entire chunk of expres-
sion from the English Language.
Let me be a little more explicit.

COVID- 19 has, inadvertently,
caused the loss of the ‘lip’ in the
field of English expression. It is not
only the disease but its tool of pro-
tection which is causing me such
agony. Yes, your guess is right. By

the word tool, I mean the glorious
MASK which has become the sole
means of our existence and sur-
vival today. It adorns our faces and
we sport it like armour, our shield
against the virus. This mask has

‘wiped away the smile’ from our
lips and hidden it for good. 

Courtesy of COVID -19, now we
will never get to see a ‘lopsided
grin’ or a ‘sneering lip’. Students

will never know the use of the
expression ‘ trembling lip’ and the
plethora of emotions that it can
convey because of the simple reason
that they will never get to see it!
After all, you cannot relate to
something which you have not seen.
‘Reading the lip’ will become a thing
of the past and a ‘stiff upper lip’ will
make no sense. A heart-throbbing
‘rakish smile ‘, which could set
hearts on fire, will never be seen
again. I am sure that
when Shakespeare had
written ‘Teach not thy lip such
scorn, for it was made for
kissing lady, not for
such contempt’, he had
never in his wildest
imagination thought
that such a plight could befall
the human race! 

COVID -19 has ensured that
now children grow up with the
mask. Sadly, they will never really

understand the significance of a’
heartwarming smile’. Lips will forev-
er be hidden behind the mask and
the smile will be dead and buried
forever. Humanity is fighting the
present pandemic with grit and
determination but I just wonder...

Will our resilience bear fruit?
Will the Mona Lisa ever

smile again? 

COMMONLY 
MISPRONOUNCED WORD

Q1: Which one of the
following is not

needed in a nuclear fis-
sion reactor?
A: Moderator ❑
B: Coolant ❑
C: Accelerator ❑
D: Control device ❑

Q2: When items or
jewellery made

of metals such as copper
or nickel are placed in a
solution having a salt of
gold, a thin film of gold
is deposited by 
A: cooling to below 0°C❑

B: heating above 100°C ❑
C: passing an electric 

current ❑
D: just keeping it for 

10 min ❑

Q3: A body is
charged nega-

tively. It implies that 
A: it has lost some of
its protons ❑
B: it has acquired some

electrons from outside  ❑
C: it has lost some of its
electrons                   ❑
D: None of the above ❑

Q4: Contact lenses
are made from 

A: polyvinyl chloride❑
B: polystyrene ❑
C: Lucite ❑
D: Teflon ❑

SCIENCE
Theme: Chemistry

Want to boost your general

knowledge? Take this exciting test.Rest assured, it willreally test you!

ANSWERS:
1. C, 2. C
3. B, 4. C

GIVE IT A THOUGHT!

Q.1) Which actor is
playing Kapil Dev in
the upcoming sports
film ‘83’?
A. Ranbir Kapoor 

B. Ranveer Singh

C. Hrithik Roshan

D. Salman Khan

Q.2) ISRO recently
proposed to set up
Human Space Flight
Centre in which city?
A. Challakere 

B. Channagiri

C. Hiriyur 

D. Hosadurga

Q.3) Who was the
chief guest at India’s
Republic Day celebra-
tions 2020? 
A. Pakistan PM Imran Khan 

B. Brazilian President 

Jair Bolsonaro 

C. US President 

Donald Trump 

D. Former US President 

Barack Obama

GENERAL KNOWLEDGE

A N S W E R S

Quiz time

1) A cycle is
bought for
`900 and

sold for `1080,
find the gain
percent?

A. 16 2/3%, B. 20% 
C. 18% , D. 25%

2)  An article is
bought for `675 and

sold for `900, find the
gain percent?
A. 16 2/3% 
B. 30% 
C. 33 1/3% 
D. 33 1/6%

3) An article is bought
for `600 and sold for
`500, find the loss 
percent?

A. 16 4/3% 
B. 100/3% 
C. 16% 
D. 16 2/3%

4) The cost price of a
radio is `1500 and it
was sold for `1230,
find the loss %?
A. 18%, B. 9% 
C. 15%, D. 6%

CHECK YOUR APTITUDE

ANSWER: 1.20%, 2. 33 1/3%, 3. 16 2/3%, 4. 18%

Bringing out
the best in us!

Delaware
Aqueduct 
This aqueduct in the
New York City water
supply system is 13.5-ft

wide and 137-km-long. It takes water from the
Rondout, Cannonsville, Neversink, and
Pepacton reservoirs on river Hudson’s west
bank through the Chelsea pump station into the West Branch, Kensico, and
Hillview reservoirs on the east bank, ending at Hillview in Yonkers, New York.
Constructed between 1939 and 1945, it carries approximately half of New York
City’s water supply of 1.3 billion US gallons per day. 

KNOWLEDGE BANK

EDIFICE

T
h e hailstorm in Delhi
shook the capital to its core.
Such a weather phenome-
non in the month of May is
rare and unheard of.Since

the onset of this pandemic, human kind
has witnessed countless unusual cli-
mate and weather- related occurrences.
There have also been several articles
about the plight of human beings in
this seemingly never-ending phase of
quarantine. However, we must also talk
about the state of nature. In these ab-
surd times, nature is free - free to act

according to its own will,unfettered by
constant, reckless human intervention.
It’s also healing,recovering from cen-
turies worth of oppression. We’re see-
ing clear skies and blue oceans, with
animals and wildlife taking full ad-
vantage of a world that,once again, has
a place for them. We need to understand
that we don’t own this universe;we are
the Lord’s creatures to preserve life
with all its mystery and wonder. 

Vineeta Yadav, Gyandevi Public School,

Sector17, Gurgaon

Let’s save our
common thread

Mothers are walking miracle

Engaging students
in lockdown

A
n initiative has been taken by Adarsh World
School,Dwarka to provide students to get training
and tips to remain fit, healthy and to strengthen

their immunity with meditation and breathing exercises.
Students are kept engaged with ‘Fit India Activity Day
Session also. The students were asked to prepare a solo
video on ‘Phir Muskurayega India’ song. They also learnt
chanting of Gayatri Mantra and Om Uchcharan. Students
were given tasks like Rangoli Design with waste materi-
als, Card Decoration etc. The talent of the students is also
nurtured through the activities. A presentation was also
made by the students to create awareness about COVID-
19. Teachers took online classes, post assignments and
solved queries.

A
team consisting
four students of
class XII of Ramjas
School, RK Puram

participated in an online
event ‘ZIP CLIP’.

The students of commerce
stream namely Khushi Dixit,
Chirag Pokhriyal, Kshitij Ku-

mar and Anurag Singh pre-
pared a three minute video ti-
tled –‘Zindagi Na Milegi Do-
bara, Isliye Ghar Par Samay
Bitao Sara’ depicting an ad-
vertisement issued in Public In-
terest, conveying a social mes-
sage which would help combat
COVID -19 pandemic and en-

courage people to stay indoors
and alert, even after lockdown
was relaxed.Twenty-four lead-
ing schools from Delhi NCR par-
ticipated in the competition
with one team from each school.
Ramjas’s team worked under
the able guidance of their
teacher and bagged first posi-
tion in the contest adding an-
other feather to the school’s cap.

S tudents of Allenhouse Public
School, Ghaziabad hosted the spe-
cial Assembly on Mother’s Day. As-

sembly started with morning prayer
which was initiated by School Head Mee-
ta Arora. Students of primary to class X
put up a show expressing their love to
their mothers. Tiny tots of Pre-primary
wing collaborated the Red color day theme
along with Mother’s Day. Students came
with a special Video Presentation show-
casing their mother’s day card activity
and teachers arranged a special surprise
video call for the lucky mother. Students
were amazed to listen the speech on top-
ic  what all special ingredients required
to be a great mother.

To make the celebration more special
students also expressed their gratitude
though poems and songs in different lan-
guages ie Sanskrit, French and German. 

A video dance presentation was show-
cased by mother and daughter. All the per-
formances exalted the mother as God and
emphasized the truth that mother’s love
for child is like everything in world.

Games were organized such as
Tongue Twisters. Meeta Arora, School
Head applauded the students and
thanked mothers for working as a moti-
vational force She also acknowledged the
efforts of mothers as they all are play-
ing the vital role as a house maker,
Teacher, counselor and many more.

Red Roses Public School, Saket stepped forward to aid the heath care workers. PPE
kits for protection of the corona warriors were donated by Principal Dr Anuradha
Mehta accompanied by three other senior teachers to the Chief Medical Officer at a
renowned hospital. MLA Somnath Bharti, was also present at the occasion.

KEEP THE FAITH: REFLECTIONS

Ripples of good thoughts & hard work

H
ave you often won-
dered why we
sometimes feel a
sense of calm

amidst chaos?  It is because at
that time we are a little more
in touch with our spiritual
side.The entire world over peo-
ple need to maintain social
distancing to beat the Corona
pandemic. We have been asked
to stay at home yet we are not
cribbing. It’s the inner voice
within us, the higher power
that we must all surrender to
and strongly believe in with
complete faith, that is helping
us to be patient and value all
that we have.

It may be that for leading
your life your way, you do not
follow the set norms, the sta-
tus quo- the ‘safe world’ where
everything is the same. Lov-
ing innovative new ideas, ex-
ploring new concepts, push-
ing the envelope beyond its ca-
pabilities can work only if
there is faith, there is a con-
nection with divine power. You
do not require ‘Group Con-
sensus’ to be who you are as
long as you make choices for
yourself . Believe that  your
passionate choices will con-
tribute something meaning-
ful to society despite the fact
that your life would be open

to opposition, ostracism, and
sometimes even ugliness. 

Success and failure are
just transient phases. If times
are bad they will become bet-
ter. Times are tough and seem
uncertain but  Faith  is per-
manent and when there is
faith there can be no fear. The
present scenario all over the
world is a wake up call about
us going back to basics, a life
simple yet replete with atti-
tudes of gratitude.

Alka Mahajan, Academic

Supervisor,Head-Foreign

Languages/Culture, Bluebells

School International

THE CLIMATE CRISIS 
Tick-tock, tick- tock the clock 
strikes twelve,
Will you wish the Earth from your end?
Just like  a child it reckons you,
But just as mother it treasures you.

Our mother Earth is soaring 
with emotions,
Trying to express its needs of care and
affection.
Having an aura of nonchalance will
do us no good,
Because,
There is an end to everything that goes
round in circles,

Just like this torture has its 
repercussions.
A mother never complains,
But this as extreme as one can take.
So let’s join are hands and celebrate
this day,
We will heal together come what may...

VANI GULHATI, Manav Rachna International
School Sector-14, Faridabad

STUDENT CORNER

ALOKITA
GAUTAM,
V, Queen
Mary’s,
Tis
Hazari

1. B) Ranveer Singh2. A) Challakere
3. B) Brazilian President Jair Bolsonaro


