
SCHOOL IS COOL It’s not just a place where you get to learn Einstein’s Theory of
Relativity. It’s also a place where you can think beyond the
classroom. Hence we say, SCHOOL IS COOL!
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C ome weekend and plans are
set beforehand as it is time to
rejuvenate for the next week.

Last Saturday, we went on a picnic to
‘Sarangpur’ one of God Hanuman’s
temple. My mother prepared lunch
and snacks. We stopped at a nice
place but not in the restaurant. We
went to other temples also like
‘Bheemnath Mahadev’ a temple of
God Shiva and ‘Ganpatpura’ a temple
of god Ganesha and ‘Bootbhavani
Maa’ temple at Aarnej. We siblings
enjoyed songs in the car and purchase
new toys and played with them. It was
a wonderful refreshing day-long trip
and only to wake up with fresh energy
on Sunday.

At 9:00 AM my dad, little brother,
and I washed our vehicles and cleaned
our house compound and solar panel
at our terrace. After that, I spent
some time reading books along with
my brother. This was followed by a
board game ‘Snake & Ladder’. In the

evening, we played ‘Steps’ and
‘Football’ in our compound. Oh! the
most important thing! I did exercise
and yoga with my
mom and even
enjoyed cycling in
our society.

AAROHI TRIVEDI,
Class IV, 

Udgam School For
Children, 

The book “The Help” by  Kathryn 
Stockett is a must-read for one
and all who wish to have aware-

ness about social evils that still exist
despite all the laws. Time is also rele-
vant to read this book as this year,
the world has seen massive protests
in raging support of the Black Lives
Matter movement after the George
Floyd murder in the USA. This comes
at a time when racism is still one of
the greatest discriminatory practices.

Set in the 1960s (Mississippi,
USA), the story is about a young
woman Skeeter, who decides to write
a book about black maids. The story
takes the point of view of the maids and
Skeeter, giving the readers a clear sense of the difference
in the privilege of white and black people. Although quite

poignant in depicting the
harsh realities of racism and
violence, the book is made interesting
by elements of humour. The engaging
novel makes the readers laugh, cry, and
ultimately aware about how one small
step can go a long way in bringing
change. This story teaches readers
about the importance of courage.
Stockett helps realize how there are
many deep-rooted evils in this world,
but how you personally contribute to
eradicating those evils is what really
matters. It is a deeply moving novel
filled with poignancy, humor, and hope.
The book is a universal story about the

lines we abide by, and the ones we don't.
MYRA ALAWADHI, The Shri Ram School

Moulsari, Gurgaon 

BOOK: DEALING WITH SOCIETAL EVILS!

Rejuvenating in a fun-filled weekend!
I begin with this quote, "Dark-
ness cannot drive out darkness;
only light can do that. Hate
cannot drive out hate; only love
can do that." -Martin Luther
King, Jr.

Iwatched 'Wild Earth Live
Safari' episodes during the
lockdown which capture

animals in their natural habi-
tat of the African wilderness.
Each evening the safari guides
position themselves where the

audience at home gets to par-
take of the glorious beauty of
the setting sun in Africa.

Each day the sun at its
zenith was the lord of the sky,
warming some, burning oth-
ers, sometimes shyly hiding
behind storm clouds. Come
evenings, the grand old celes-
tial fireball would be juxta-
positioned behind a tree

which I could see as a dark sil-
houette, the centerpiece of the
whole composition. That very
instant my art project took
birth based on the fact that: if
the sun and the trees can em-
brace; why is humanity still
divided by race?

Each day like clockwork

the sun disappears from sight.
During its path to a new dawn
elsewhere, it appears to be on
the same plane as some lone
tree on the prairie or desert
in Africa (where I viewed it)
but also in many other parts
of the world. I thought to my-
self that the sun never denies

the fact that at some
point in its journey
it sinks to the same
level as the tree. Sci-
ence may tell you
otherwise, but it's
all a matter of per-
spective.

This writing is
just a smidgen of
the gargantuan
problem that is di-
visionism based on
race. We have creat-
ed inferior social
status for peoples
that belong to a par-
ticular race based
on intellect, dispo-
sition or physical
traits.

"It is time for parents to teach
young people early on that in
diversity there is beauty and
there is strength."
-Maya Angelou 

Swati Rathore, KNIB Advisor for
Arts and Performing Arts, The
Brigade Foundation. 

December 7 is commemorated as
'Armed Forces Flag Day' since
1949. This year, Union defence

minister, Rajnath Singh announced that
the whole month of December would
be celebrated as 'Armed Forces Flag
Day' to honour the martyrs and the men
in uniform who fought valiantly and
continue to fight on our borders to safe-

guard the country's honour.
Students of class VII, chose this as

the theme for their class assembly on
December 4, to pay tribute to the mar-
tyrs and the living heroes who were
wounded while doing their duties and
to their families who have been a cru-
cial part of this sacrifice.

Pictures of military equipment,
submarines, aircrafts, tanks and in-
fantry vehicles were displayed on the
screens and their importance in wars
and attacks highlighted in their talks.
Students also spoke about the medals
and gallantry awards and reiterated
that Soldiers are one of the greatest as-
sets of any country and they hold a

great significance in keeping the coun-
try intact.

A quiz kept the students on the edge
of their seats!

The Gita, filled with its innumerable verses
Provides immense joy to its eternal seekers
For its words are spoken by the ever-
enchanting Krishna
The remover of obstacles, the revered
Mukunda.

The words, dripping with the honey of com-
passion,
Provide solace to one in times of desola-
tion.
Even today as humanity advances
We know of nothing but material carcasses

The Gita is not just a scripture or a text
It is a manual to make life a success!
But he who has understood the Lord's
words to the fullest
Is filled with agony on separation from His
footsteps

Every pleasure has an end, O Krishna
But your leelas are eternal,  O Parandhama
Can we ignorant beings ever cross the
earthly barrier
And reach you, O lord, to serve you forever?

The great archer Arjuna has rightly said, in
truth,
Boundless are your incredible glories and
Boundless is every devotee's capacity to
hear of you

Your words, impeccable as your form to
behold
Increase my devotion in you a thousand fold
O Krishna, you are every ardent devotee's
goal
Deliver unto your lotus feet all fallen souls.
Rishika Gitta, class X, 
Whitefield Global School

The staff and students rejoiced
in the virtual Christmas cele-
brations this year. The com-

peres of the programme brought
home
to the
a u d i -
e n c e
t h e
signif-

icance of Christmas celebrated by
people around the world - it is a time
when family and friends come to-
gether, a time when they give and re-

ceive presents! It is a time to share
and care, a time to forgive and for-
get.

On this occasion of revelry and
merriment, a medley of popular
songs was presented by the students
of classes VI and VII. The popular
musical number; 'Santa Claus rocks'
was a modern twist to the age old and
much awaited Santa-the harbinger
of good tidings and bringer of good-
ies. The songs were musical mani-
festations of the joys of Christmas.
'I am the happiest Christmas tree _

a song on the Christmas tree, sym-
bolic of rebirth and stamina to en-
dure winter months  _was sung mel-
lifluously by the students as they cre-
ated a virtual picturesque image of
the Christmas tree. The carols and 'I
saw the light' ushered in hope to hu-
manity in the present pandemic sit-
uation, 'Hark the herald Angels sing'
led the captivated to times of antiq-
uity. 'Deck the Halls' captivated the
hearts of the audience on the virtu-
al platform while bringing smiles on

their faces and cheer in their hearts.
'The Christmas story' based on the
birth of Jesus, a short musical play
was a part of the online celebration.

The team of music teachers at
The Brigade Schools headed by KNIB
advisor for arts and performing arts
Rathore gave a musical rendition -
Feliz navidad (a Merry Christmas in
Spanish) 

The true Yuletide spirit of the
festive season came cascading, in
heart and spirit.

Christmas is a special season of
cheer and joy and in the pres-
ent scenario a virtual cele-

bration with the children was on the
cards. Our teachers celebrated it with
fervour, spreading the message of
love and joy among their little stu-
dents as they danced to the joyful
tunes of Christmas. Their students
were able to watch the video and en-
joy the dance that their teachers per-
formed for them!

Vishwa Vidyapeeth also had a
Christmas celebration at school for

the teachers. The dress code was in
keeping with the colours of the sea-
son- red, green or white. It was a fun-
filled morning that included various
games for the teachers with many
prizes. The festive spirit was very ev-
ident as some teachers sang Christ-
mas carols and the rest joined in mer-
rily! It was indeed a positive and
cheerful finale to a year that was
fraught with stress and uncertainty.

Of all the senses, sight must
be the most delightful.
_ Helen Keller

Young Manipalites and
parents of the stu-
dents were engaged in

an interactive and informa-
tive session conducted by Dr
Hameed and Dr. Veena Rao
from The Eye Foundation,
on December 12. The virtu-
al session on digital eye
strain and its remedy pro-

vided some simple yet very
useful tips and right er-
gonomics. The aim was to
help children and adults
keep their eyes safe from the
harmful effects of digital
gadgets and cause less stress

to eye muscles.
Basics of eye problems

in Children, squinting and
importance of early eye
check-ups, refractive error
and lazy eye, do's and don'ts
for children while using
screen, harmful effects of ex-
cessive screen, digital eye
strain and how to prevent it
were among the topics dealt
with.

It indeed was a fruitful
session.

Nature teaches that in diversity
there is beauty and strength
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When the pandemic forced UEFA to transform the final stages of the Champions
League into a mini-tournament in Lisbon, Bayern looked the best team from the
start. Hansi Flick’s accomplished side won their sixth European crown, thanks to
Kingsley Coman’s header against Paris Saint-Germain.

BAYERN MUNICH SWEEP TO
CHAMPIONS LEAGUE TITLE

LUCKY 13 FOR NADAL

POGACAR’S POWER PEDALLING

Liverpool’s defeat to Atletico Madrid in the Champions League last 16 on March 11 was
notable less for the result than for the fact that 50,000 people gathered at Anfield at a time
when coronavirus was already rampant. Scientists have pinpointed the match as one of
the key superspreader events in England.

THE MATCH THAT NEVER SHOULD HAVE BEEN PLAYED

Francesco Caputo, a forward for Italian football club
Sassuolo, spoke for the whole world when he lifted his
shirt to reveal the message: “It will all be fine, stay at
home” as Covid-19 ravaged Italy on its way to taking
hold in Europe.

A MESSAGE OF HOPE

On the evening of August 15, the entire
cricket fraternity was left stunned as
Mahendra Singh Dhoni, who last
played for India in July 2019, announced
his abrupt retirement from interna-
tional cricket. “Thanks a lot for ur love
and support throughout.from 1929 hrs
consider me as Retired,” the former In-
dia captain posted on his official In-
stagram account. Social media was
abuzz with tributary posts for the leg-
endary Indian captain, with fans ex-
pressing their heartfelt thanks to MS
Dhoni and wishing him luck for his fu-
ture endeavours.

DHONI’S LYRICAL
RETIREMENT

World number one Novak Djokovic went into the US Open looking for an 18th major tri-
umph in the knowledge that Roger Federer and Rafael Nadal were absent. Going into
his fourth round match against 20th seed Pablo Carreno Busta, the Serb had not lost a
singles match in 2020. It all went wrong though when the 33-year-old vented his frus-
tration after dropping his service by hitting a ball behind him, striking a female line
judge in the throat. Djokovic immediately apologised but after a lengthy discussion, he
was disqualified, leaving the field open for Dominic Thiem.

DJOKOVIC’S SENSATIONAL DISQUALIFICATION

Under Jurgen Klopp, the Reds had threatened for
two years to finally land their first domestic title
since 1990. Strengthened by the addition of goal-
keeper Alisson and centre-back Virgil van Dijk,
in 2019-20 they galloped to an almost unassailable
lead, only for the pandemic to halt football. When
the season resumed, they didn’t miss a Mersey
beat and lifted the trophy on an empty Kop as
their supporters defied coronavirus warnings to
gather in a haze of red flares outside.

LIVERPOOL WIN 
PREMIER LEAGUE

The helicopter crash outside Los Angeles on
January 26 that claimed the life of Kobe
Bryant, his daughter Gianna and seven oth-
ers sent shockwaves through the basketball
fraternity and the US. A five-time NBA cham-
pion, Bryant played for the Los Angeles Lak-
ers throughout his 20-year career before re-
tiring in April 2016. His death prompted a tem-
pest of tributes. “When Kobe Bryant died, a
piece of me died,” said Michael Jordan.

MOURNING KOBE BRYANT

When coronavirus first struck it looked as though all summer sport would be writ-
ten off but on July 8 at the Rose Bowl in Southampton, England and the West Indies,
who had been in a bio-secure bubble for a month, emerged to play a thrilling Test be-
hind closed doors. West Indies edged the opener, thanks to fine performances by Shan-
non Gabriel and Jermaine Blackwood but England came back to take the three-match
Test series. The real winner, though, was the England and Wales Cricket Board who
managed this and a further series against Pakistan, as well as ODI series against Ire-
land and Australia, impeccably.

CRICKET IN THE TIME OF CORONA 

36 ALL OUT
Any cricket team can have a bad day
at the office but few have suffered a
batting meltdown to compare with In-
dia, captained by the great Virat Kohli,
when they were bowled out for just 36
by Australia in the first Test in Ade-
laide in December. India had been in
a decent position after the first innings
but Josh Hazlewood (5-8) and Pat Cum-
mins (4-21) ripped through them. It
was the fifth lowest score in Test his-
tory and India’s lowest ever.

When pole vaulter Armand Duplantis set a new world record of 6.18m in an indoor meet
in Glasgow in February a week after clearing 6.17m, the sport of track and field had a
new star. The US-based Swede with the teen movie looks then produced the highest out-
door vault of all time (6.15m) and finished the year undefeated in 16 competitions.

ATHLETICS FINDS A NEW STAR

When Michael Schumacher bowed out of
Formula One, few thought his record of 91
Grand Prix wins and seven world champi-
onships would ever be matched. In 2020,
Lewis Hamilton did just that, winning 11 of
the 17 races to take his tally beyond Schu-
macher’s record to 95, and equalling the Ger-
man’s seven titles. The 35-year-old Briton
certainly benefitted from the outstanding
Mercedes car at his disposal but there is lit-
tle doubt he has etched his name firmly
among the greatest of his sport.

HAMILTON JOINS 
THE F1 LEGENDS

Rafael Nadal skipped the US Open
but there was no way the Spaniard
was going to miss his signature
event, the French Open which took
place at a blustery Roland Garros in
a rearranged late September/early
October slot. Inevitably, and without
dropping a set on the way, Nadal bull-
dozed his way to the final where he
met Djokovic who was keen to atone
for his mishap at Flushing Meadows.
It was barely a contest with Nadal
winning 6-0, 6-2, 7-5 to claim a 13th
French Open title and match Feder-
er’s record of 20 major wins.

A virus-delayed Tour de France
took place in September, which
was in itself a massive achieve-
ment. That it produced an in-
credible race, and saw Slovenian
Tadej Pogacar come from
nowhere to become just the sev-
enth man to win it at his first at-
tempt, raised it to a higher plane.
The then 21-year-old had won two
stages but was 57 seconds behind
countryman Primoz Roglic go-
ing into the penultimate stage
time trial. As Roglic choked,
Pogacar burned up the road to
win his third stage and take the
yellow jersey for the first time.

04 “It’s not whether you get knocked down; it’s whether you get up.” 
Vince Lombardi, former baseball coach 
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Iga Swiatek was ranked 54th in the world when
she travelled to Roland Garros. Two weeks later,
after seeing off Sofia Kenin in the final, the 19-
year-old had risen to number 17 and had become
the first Pole to win a Grand Slam singles title. It
was a breathtaking fortnight for Swiatek who cap-
italised on the absence of world number one Ash-
leigh Barty and the early exit through injury of
Serena Williams to become the youngest female
singles winner since Monica Seles in 1992.

SWIATEK TAKES POLE 
POSITION AT ROLAND GARROS
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From Rafael Nadal demolishing Novak Djokovic to win his
record 13th French Open title to Bayern Munich clinching its

sixth Champions League cup, we bring you some of the
biggest sporting events that hooked fans in 2020

TOP SPORTING  MOMENTS
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