
SCHOOL IS COOL It’s not just a place where you get to learn Einstein’s Theory of
Relativity. It’s also a place where you can think beyond the
classroom. Hence we say, SCHOOL IS COOL!
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Mention the word “School” in front
of anyone and there will be a
broad smile on the face and glit-

ter in the eyes with a flash of memories.
The word conjures nostalgia. But today
those hallways we used to stroll now stay
devoid of any life. The pandemic has
affected the education system, compelled
schools to shift to the online platform. If
we were to talk about how the school has
changed my life, both before and after the
pandemic, I’d tell you countless tales of my
experience in Udgam school, and how it
has contributed to my growth in three fac-
tors.

A school is not just
about academics, it pro-
vides you with a chance
to thrive in the social and
professional environment.

People get plugged into their interests. The
teachers and staff deal with students and
parents in a friendly nature. Opportunities
are present for students, and they get to
grow up in a space where they are com-
fortable with their peers and elders. It’s
where you figured out what you want to do

for the rest of my life. You
get to meet people, share
your experiences, and
learn something. With the
advancement in the sys-
tem, you will find new

friends and lovers that share similar inter-
ests as yourself. You will laugh, cry, learn
lessons, and make memories.  It cultivates
talent. Students are offered positions in
various clubs and given coaching. Sports
such as badminton, cricket, tennis, and
roller skating help you flaunt your sporty
side. Yoga, music, drawing, and chess are
also of major importance. These activities
shape you into a healthy human being in a
fun way. Along with physical fitness, they
give value to the mental health of the stu-
dents, making counseling easily available
for students. So, when I see my school, it is
a platform that is
enabling me to grow
in a fun way!

TANISHKA
SHARMA, Class XI,

Udgam School for
Children, 

MY SCHOOL IS “DESTINATION JOY”

Joyful celebrations, with hope in the heart

Exciting spots in the land of coffee 
My visit to Chikma-

galur was an excit-
ing one. I am sure

that you would love to read
about this
beautiful place.

During my
winter vaca-
tions, we visit-
ed a hill station
Chikmagalur.
Judging by its
name, I thought
the trip would be boring but
I was proved wrong. Located
about 243.2 km from Banga-
lore, it took half a day to
reach there. On the way we
saw the Bhadra Dam and
some giant windmills too.

We booked into a home
stay and the experience was
very different from that in a
hotel. We were craving for
some aloo parathas and they
allowed my mother to use
their kitchen. No hotel would
allow people into their
kitchen. The place had a colt,

a cow and some dogs too. You
would never find any of these
in a hotel.

I can't describe in words
the walk in the coffee plan-

tations adjoining the home-
stay. There were different va-
rieties of flowers and fruits
too. An interesting thing that
I found out after tasting a cof-

fee fruit was that coffee seeds
are roasted and then turned
into a powder on crushing.

The next day we climbed
the Mullayanagiri peak,
which is the tallest mountain
in Karnataka. There is a tem-
ple at the peak. It was a great
trek and the cool coconut wa-
ter refreshed us.

We also visited the
Bababudangiri shrine, which
is located in an underground
cave. Both Hindus and Mus-
lims worship at this shrine.

It was great fun drench-
ing ourselves under the
Manikyadhare waterfall,
which is close to the Mul-
layangiri peak.

I would love to visit the
'Coffee Land of Karnataka'
again.

Dhairya Khanna, class V, DPS
Whitefield

You're the heart of every
classroom,
The soul of every school,
The mind behind the message,
That learning is cool,

Your patience and understand-
ing,
Cannot be told,
Your courage and commitment,
Are what legends told,

Each day you teach us chil-
dren,

Which is a day to rejoice,
Because of you we as children,
Have our own voice,

So, thank you dear teacher,
For passing your knowledge,
Through these years,
You thought that you were
teaching,
But you were eliminating our
fears

Shrisai Hari, class IX, Delhi
Public School, Whitefield

TEACHERS

Gifts, light, cakes and sweets come
to our mind when we think of
Christmas. Christmas means

"Feast Day of Christ", marking the birth
of Jesus Christ.

Churches and homes are decorated
with lights, wreaths, stars, bells, crib  and
Christmas tree. Christmas is a season of
love, joy and peace. So on this Christmas let us

all spread  the joy, love and happiness to
all the people around us and provide help
and support to the people who need them.

In my school, Christmas celebrations
include making various art and craft
items. Our art teachers Meenal and Kaveri
helped us in designing beautiful art works.

Wish You All  A Happy New Year!!
Dafni J M Brijith, class IX 

ARMY PUBLIC SCHOOL, PRTC

Art by APS PRTC students 

Christmas fervour was in the air
on December 22, 2020 as the
school held celebrations. The

teachers and staff brought cheer to
each other with a virtual celebration
for the students. Carols were sung, sto-
ry of the birth of Jesus Christ was de-
picted. The students participated in

fancy dress  and carol singing compe-
titions and winners were awarded. San-
ta Claus wished everyone a Merry
Christmas. Students and teachers were
dressed in red, green and white. The
entire school enjoyed the programme
that was streamed live. Finally the
school principal wished each and every-
one a Merry Christmas and Happy 2021.

The school celebrated
Christmas in all its joy and happiness.
Christmas as usual brings

cheer and love and it was celebrated
virtually with the same fervour on De-
cember 21-22, 2020, spreading the message
of love, sharing goodness and gifting hap-
piness amongst Nurturites.

On the first day, children were in for
a real surprise when the celebrations started off
with the Secret Santa event. All the children de-
signed beautiful handcrafted greeting cards and
shared them with their 'Secret friends'. What
made the cards distinct from the others is
that the students had used choicest ad-
jectives to highlight the
goodness of their cho-
sen person. Children
were delighted to hear
their friends talking
highly of them in front
of the whole class. The
atmosphere was
charged with positive
energy and buoyancy.
Parents who were as-
sisting their young
wards were dumbfounded to hear oth-
er children praising their little ones.
At the end of the event, all students were filled
with a sense of self-worth.

On the second day, teachers enthralled stu-
dents with carols, which got them tapping their feet
and dancing to the tunes of Santa Clause,
Joy to the world, Silent Night, and
Rudolf. This was followed by a 'Christmas
Musical' which had students act and dance to
a contemporary rendition of the 'Nativi-
ty' theme. Students witnessed with rapped atten-
tion the Roman High Priest, The Shepherds, The
Three Kings, The Angle, The Stable, The Star of
David, and The Xmas Tree that make up the
symbolic cosmos of the Yuletide festivities.

The programme ended with all teachers
sending out their warmest wishes for the sea-
son to all students and their families.

The principal highlighted the important
events that occured in 2020 and wished
the students, looking forward to brighter
and better events to unfold in 2021.

This time of the year
is truly about fun
and festivities,

when joy is felt as much
in giving as in receiving.
The Christmas Special as-
sembly presented by class
VIII had distinct magic
and it tingled the senses

in a joyful way. The
m u c h - d e c o r a t e d

Christmas Tree, brought
in the authentic Christ-

mas spirit. The entry
of Santa Claus, car-

ol singing added to
the mood. The as-
sembly compo-
nents: speech with

audio-visual presenta-
tions and quiz revolved
around the theme of the
day. The essence of the
principal's talk to the
students, was that,
Christmas is the spirit
of giving without a
thought of getting, it is
happiness because we
see joy in people and dis-
carding the meaningless
and stressing the true
values. The assembly
ended on an optimistic
note that 2021, would
bring a lot of good tid-
ings!
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Q1: Which hoopster was named
NBA Most Improved Player

in the 2019-20 season?
a) Rudy Gobert  ❑ b) Brandon Ingram  ❑
c) Bam Adebayo  ❑ d) Luka Doncic  ❑

Q2: Who won the men’s singles
title at Wimbledon in

2015?
a) Novak Djokovic  ❑ b) Roger Federer  ❑
c) Andy Murray  ❑ d) Rafael Nadal  ❑

Q3: Which was the first winter
sport to be included in the

Olympics, in 1908?
a) Speed skating  ❑ b) Figure skating  ❑
c) Curling  ❑ d) Ice Hockey  ❑

Q4: In which year was Abdul-
Jabbar elected to the

Naismith Memorial Basketball Hall
of Fame?
a) 1999  ❑ b) 1997  ❑ c) 1993  ❑ d) 1995  ❑

Q5: Name the sportswoman
who has won the most

number of Olympic medals?
a) Serena Williams  ❑ b) Larisa Latynina  ❑
c) Polina Astakhova  ❑ d) Agnes Keleti  ❑

Q6: Tillakaratne Dilshan has 5
ducks in ICC Men’s T20

World Cup. Which other player has
as many?

a) Ashish Nehra  ❑ b) Lendl Simmons  ❑
c) Shahid Afridi  ❑ d) Kevin O’Brien  ❑

Q7: Michael Jordan was a
member of Olympic gold

medal-winning USA basketball
teams in which years?
a) 1982 and 1995  ❑ b) 1986 and 1999  ❑
c) 1984 and 1992  ❑ d) 1987 and 1997  ❑

Q8: She has won four
Olympic gold medals, a

record 22 singles and 14 doubles
titles in Grand Slam events. Who
is this player?
a) Victoria Azarenka  ❑ b) Serena Williams  ❑
c) Maria Sharapova  ❑ d) Venus Williams  ❑

Q9: After Lasith Malinga,
which players has

claimed most wickets in the
Indian Premier League?
a) Amit Mishra  ❑ b) Piyush Chawla  ❑
c) Dwayne Bravo  ❑ d) Harbhajan Singh  ❑

Q10: How many Grand Slam
titles does Naomi

Osaka have under her belt?
a) One  ❑ b) Two  ❑ c) Three  ❑ d) Four  ❑

Q11: Which of the following
players won NBA Rookie of

the Year Award in the 2018-19 season?
a) Malcolm Brogdon  ❑ b) Damian Lillard  ❑
c) Ben Simmons  ❑ d) Luka Doncic  ❑

Q12: After MS Dhoni, which
wicketkeeper has the

second-highest dismissals in
Indian Premier League?
a) Dinesh Karthik  ❑ b) Parthiv Patel  ❑
c) Wriddhiman Saha  ❑ d) Robin Uthappa  ❑

Q13: Who holds the Guinness
World Record of most

coach qualifications (multiple sports)?
a) Gerald Meerschaert  ❑ b) Anthony Kelly
❑ c) Demian Maia  ❑ d) Colby Covington  ❑

ANSWERS: 1- b) Brandon Ingram 2- a) Novak

Djokovic 3- b) Figure skating 4- d) 1995

5- b) Larisa Latynina 6- c) Shahid Afridi

7- c) 1984 and 1992 8- b) Serena Williams

9- a) Amit Mishra 10- c) Three  11- d) Luka Doncic

12- a) Dinesh Karthik   13- b) Anthony Kelly

TEST YOUR KNOWLEDGE

Michael Jordan
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“To win a Test match without Virat, Rohit,
Ishant & Shami is terrific,” tweeted Sachin

Tendulkar. The Indian teams of yore used to lose
stomach for a good scrap after humiliating
defeats but not this one. It stood out for the
manner of its comeback in the absence of a
genius called Virat Kohli and a magician in
Mohammed Shami. India were already missing
Rohit Sharma and Ishant Sharma.  

Australia captain Tim Paine had nothing to
offer as an explanation for why his side

could not capitalise on the big absences. “Very
disappointed, played poor cricket, sloppy cricket.
Let’s not take anything away from India, they
forced us to make mistakes,” he said.

India were also hamstrung by Umesh
Yadav’s calf muscle injury mid-match which

reduced a five-pronged bowling attack to four
men. But in the last three and half days, Rahane,
first with his hundred and then with solid leader-
ship, showed what Kohli meant when he spoke
about ‘New India’.

Along with skills, it was the mental fortitude
that shone through as the team didn’t take

too much time to bury the ghosts of Adelaide and
clear the cobwebs in their minds getting Australia
all-out for 195 and 200 in two innings.

WHAT WERE THE ODDS?

ONE OF THE GREATEST
COMEBACKS IN TEST

HISTORY
I think this will go down
in the annals of Indian
cricket, world cricket as

one of the ‘Great Comebacks’
in the history of the game. To
be rolled over for 36 and
three days later to get up and
be ready to punch back was
outstanding. I think the boys
showed real character.

Ravi Shastri, India coach
India skipper Ajinkya Rahane singled out the debu-

tant duo of Shubman Gill and Mohammed Siraj
while commending the tremendous character
shown by his side to turn it around in the sec-
ond Test. Gill scored 45 and 35 not out in the
game here while Siraj returned with five
wickets, including three in Australia’s second
innings. “I am really proud of all the players.
I want to give credit to the debutants Siraj
and Gill, the character they showed after the

Adelaide loss was great to see,” Rahane said
at the post match presentation ceremony.

Rahane said it is never easy for debutants to be
consistently disciplined in their game but Gill and

Siraj showed how it is done. PTI

Ravindra Jadeja is certainly good
enough as a specialist batsman in
Test cricket but it is his pure all-
round skills that gives the
Indian team much-needed
balance in the traditional for-
mat, feels head coach Ravi
Shastri. Jadeja’s contribu-
tion in India’s eight-wicket
victory against Australia at
the MCG can’t be ignored as
he scored an important half-
century, picked three wickets
and also took two catches in his
50th Test. For someone who has 216 Test
wickets apart from 1926 runs, Jadeja’s restrictive
left-arm spin and ability to quickly get through his
overs gives respite to the team’s fast bowlers. PTI

JADEJA LENDS BALANCE TO
THE TEAM: SHASTRI

EXPLAINED

WHY INDIA’S VICTORY AT MELBOURNE IS
ONE OF THE MOST SIGNIFICANT ‘AWAY WIN’ YET

India staged a once-in-a-generation turnaround to level the
four match Test series against Australia 1-1
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3

4

For someone whose Test match place was
being questioned during the last 18 months,

Ajinkya Rahane was certainly ‘Captain Cool’ in a new
avatar, baboozling the opposition with his tactical
acumen and marshalling of resources. On the first
day, it was about assessing the moisture on the sur-
face and giving Ashwin a go before debutant Siraj in
the first hour of the match, all the while keeping
that leg gully in business for Steve Smith. It worked
wonderfully well and then he understood pretty
quickly that Siraj, with his hit-the-deck bowling,
could work wonders with the semi-new or old kook-
aburra when the seam would flatten.

On the fourth morning, Rahane, after giving a
three-over spell to Bumrah, understood

instantly that the old ball is not doing anything and
took him off the attack to keep him fresh for the
second new ball. It was another great tactical deci-
sion as Bumrah bounced Cummins to end the stand
that consumed more than 36 overs.

While batting, he was like that bandmaster,
who knew how to conduct his orchestra

whether it was young Gill or the seasoned Ravindra
Jadeja. Rahane rates his hundred in a winning
cause at Lord's six years back as his best effort
but for fans, the innings at Melbourne will always
be way more precious. “Jinks’ calmness in the
dressing room really provided us that stability to
go out there and express ourselves in this game,”
spinner Ravichandran Ashwin said after the match.

HOW SIGNIFICANT HAS BEEN
RAHANE’S CONTRIBUTION?
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2

3

What a win this is,
absolutely amazing
effort by the whole
team. Couldn’t be happi-
er for the boys and spe-
cially Jinks, who led the
team to victory amaz-
ingly. Onwards and
upwards from here.
Virat Kohli, India skipper

Congratulations
#TeamIndia! What a vic-
tory at Melbourne to
level the series. Historic

in every sense. Well
played Jadeja, Rahane,
Ashwin, Gill, Bumrah and
Siraj and everyone in
that dressing room for
showing such resilience.
Jay Shah, BCCI 
secretary

Great win for India. New
star on the horizon
@RealShubmanGill.
Wonderful captain’s
knock from @ajinkyara-
hane88 leading from the

front Flag of India 4
excellent days of test
match cricket.
Mithali Raj, Indian
women’s cricketer 

A really special win at
the MCG. Great
Determination and great
character. Rahane led
from the front, the
bowlers were terrific
and Gill is chill.
Virender Sehwag, former
India cricketer  

Lots of posi-
tives from this win.
Rahane led the side bril-
liantly, bowlers were
relentless but the
biggest positive is the
performance of two
debutants. Both of them
were confident and not
overawed by the big
occasion. Strength of
Indian cricket is their
strong bench strength.
VVS Laxman, former India
cricketer 

LOTS OF POSITIVES FROM THIS WIN

THE AREAS OF CONCERN FOR TEAM INDIA
■ CChheetteesshhwwaarr  PPuujjaarraa’’ss form (17 & 3 in second Test)
■ MMaayyaannkk  AAggaarrwwaall’’ss form (0 & 5 in second Test)
■ HHaannuummaa  VViihhaarrii needs more runs (21 in first innings of second Test)
■ GGooiinngg  ffoorr  tthhee  kkiillll  aaggaaiinnsstt  ttaaiilleennddeerrss (Aus went from 99/6 to 200)

GILL AND SIRAJ SHOWED CHARACTER: RAHANE

Rahane, Gill applied
the finishing touches to
a resounding win at MCG
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