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ASTRONOMER DISCOVERS
RARE COMET DURING
TOTAL SOLAR ECLIPSE

An astronomer has spotted a lit-
tle tiny speck flying past the sun,
which, according to NASA is a

recently- discovered rare comet.  First
spotted in satellite data by a Thai ama-
teur astronomer Worachate Boonplod,
it  was discovered on December 14, as
the world witnessed a total solar eclipse.

Around the time the eclipse image was
taken, the comet was travelling at rough-
ly 7,24,205 kms per hour, about 4.3 mn
kms from the sun's surface The comet
was around 50 feet in diameter — about
the length of a lorry.  It then disinte-
grated to dust particles due to intense
solar radiation, a few hours before reach-
ing its closest point to the sun

IN THE RECORD BOOKS

N eha Singh, a student at
the Banaras Hindu
University (BHU), has

made it to the Guinness World
Records by creating the world’s
largest painting using natural
colours.

 The painting, titled, 'Moksh ka
vriksh’ (tree of salvation), which
was created using the spices
that had passed their expiry
date, measures 62.72 m2

 Neha was inspired to create
the painting, as she wanted to
do something special out of the
wasted spices, the Guinness
World record said

The earlier
record for
the largest
spice painting
was created by
Shreya Tatinini, a 
resident of Vijaywada,
Andhra Pradesh, who
made a 588.56 ft2 
painting 

NOW, ROHINGYA MUPPETS
TO HELP REFUGEE CHILDREN

Children's TV show 'Sesame Street' has unveiled
its first Rohingya Muppets to help thousands
of refugee children overcome trauma and

tackle the pandemic's impact in the world's largest
refugee settlement in Bangladesh. Six-year-old
twins, Noor and Aziz Yasmin, will feature along-
side the show's famous characters  Elmo and Louie
in educational videos, according to Sesame Work-
shop, the non-profit organisation behind the show.
They will speak Rohingya, the language of a group
of people, which the Myanmar authorities have re-
fused to recognise as a legitimate ethnicity. Elements
of Sesame Workshop’s curriculum will also be
dubbed into Rohingya.

More than half the residents of
the Rohingya refugee
settlements in
Bangladesh are 
children. Many
suffered trau-
ma after
security
forces in
Myanmar
forced them
out of their 
villages

FOR A CAUSE

Netflix sets January release for 'The
White Tiger' adaptation
The White Tiger',

the screen adap-
tation of Ar-

avind Adiga’s Man
Booker Prize winning
novel, is slated to ar-
rive on Netflix on Jan-
uary 22. The English-
language drama is di-
rected by Ramin
Bahrani  of 'Fahren-
heit 451' and '99 Homes'
fame. Netflix made the
announcement on its
official Instagram
page, and shared the
new trailer of the film
on Monday.

 Gourav’s Balram is the
film’s protagonist, who works
as a driver for Ashok, a
wealthy businessman, played
by Rajkummar Rao.  From
being ridiculed by his
employers for his underprivi-
leged background and forcing
him to take the blame for a
crime he didn’t commit, to becoming a successful entrepreneur —
the trailer gives a sneak peek into Balram’s journey 
 Actor Priyanka Chopra Jonas stars as Pinky Madam, a first-gen-
eration immigrant in the US, who is married to Ashok

ENTERTAINMENT

 Bradman
represented

Australia
for 20
years,

playing 52 Test matches from 1928
to 1948, and is generally regarded
as the world's best-ever cricketer 
 Knighted for his services to
cricket in 1949, he retired from 
Test cricket with a batting 
average of 99.94

$340K
Price of
Donald
Bradman's

first baggy green Test cap, which was
sold at an auction recently— the second-

highest price paid for a piece of
cricket memorabilia. The price is just
behind Aussie leg-spinner Shane

Warne's Test cap, which was sold  ear-
lier this year for a whopping $760,000
— the world-record price for an item
of cricket memorabilia, auction 
officials said.

FACTOID

Till date, around 4,108
comets have been 
discovered 

T hough the coronavirus outbreak
occurred in the last quarter of
2019, the pandemic played

havoc across the world in 2020. The
virus was first discovered in China's
Wuhan and later gripped the world forc-
ing the world to impose strict lockdown
to contain the virus. Many countries and
organisations blamed China for the exis-
tence of the virus, but nothing conclu-
sive could be established over Beijing's
involvement in the pandemic

COVID PANDEMIC 

A nother major natural catastro-
phe was the locust attack that is
believed to have damaged mil-

lions of acres of standing crops across the
continents in Asia and Africa. Believed to
be migratory pests, who  feed on crops,
locusts can destroy the crops within sec-
onds. Changes in climate conditions and
frequent cyclones in the Indian Ocean are
said to produce perfect breeding grounds
for the locusts

LOCUST SWARMS

C lassified as one of the most-
powerful and deadly tropical
cyclones to have affected India

and Bangladesh, Amphan, categorised
as a type 5 hurricane, wreaked wide-
spread devastation in the two countries.
At least 84 people were killed and mil-
lions of people in India and Bangladesh
bore the brunt of the cyclone's fury. In
fact, many people were killed, when
they were crushed by falling trees and
electrocuted by downed powerlines

CYCLONE AMPHAN

N early 66 people were killed when
there was a heavy downpour in
the early hours of January in

2020, leading to subsequent flooding
in the Indonesian capital Jakarta
and its surrounding areas. The
flash floods displaced four
lakh people. There was wide-
spread material destruction
caused by landslides due to
heavy rains and flooding

INDONESIA FLOODS

T he Taal Volcano that
erupted on January 12,
2020, caused tremors,

and resulted in a large amount of ash
and dust. The eruption caused the death
of at least 39 people. Reports suggest-
ed that a number of evacuees had died
due to heart attack during the evacua-
tion. The eruption also forced nearly
8,000 people to leave their homes

VOLCANIC ERUPTION 
IN PHILIPPINES

CLUE 1: The 70-year-old won the
'Champions of the Earth', the UN's
highest environmental award, and
is the only Indian to win the Seoul
Peace Prize

CLUE 2: He has five siblings —
brothers Prahlad, Som, Pankaj and
Amrut and a sister Vasanti

CLUE 3: He has authored books
like ‘Count Social Harmony’,
‘Jyotipunj’ and ‘Exam Warriors’ 

ANSWER: NARENDRA MMODI. The
US President Donald Trump con-
ferred the Legion of Merit,
Degree Chief Commander, one of
the highest military honours of
the US, on the 70-year-old for
his “exceptionally meritorious
service” as the leader of India.
Former Japanese PM Shinzo Abe
and Australian Prime Minister
Scott Morrison were also award-
ed along with Modi

NAME THE FIRST
INDIAN PM TO BE

BORN AFTER
INDEPENDENCE

I ndia is likely to approve the Oxford/AstraZeneca’s coron-
avirus vaccine for emergency use by next week after its
local manufacturer submitted additional data sought by

the authorities, according to sources. If approved, India would
be the first country to give the regulatory green signal for the
British drugmaker’s vaccine as the British medicine regulator
continues to examine data from the trials.

1 India, the world’s biggest vaccine-making
country, wants to start inoculating next
month, and is also considering emergency

use authorisation applications for vaccines made
by Pfizer Inc and
local company
Bharat Biotech

2 Getting 
vaccines to
the world’s

second-most popu-
lous country with
one of the highest infection rates will also be a big
step in the battle against the pandemic

3 The AstraZeneca-Oxford shot is considered
vital for lower-income countries and those
living in hot climates, as it is cheaper, easier

to transport, and can be stored for long periods at
normal fridge temperatures

India likely to approve
AstraZeneca vaccine
by next week

MEANWHILE.... JOE BIDEN PUBLICLY RECEIVES HIS
FIRST DOSE OF THE CORONAVIRUS VACCINE
President-elect Joe Biden received his first dose of the
coronavirus vaccine on live television as part of a grow-
ing effort to convince the American public that the inoc-
ulations are safe. The president-elect took a dose of
Pfizer vaccine at a hospital not far from his Delaware
home, hours after his wife, Jill Biden, did the same

'UK PM Boris Johnson may not attend India's
R-Day parade due to new Covid-19 strain'

D
ays after the discov-
ery of a new, poten-
tially-more transmis-
sible strain of the

coronavirus in the United
Kingdom, Dr Chaand Nagpaul,
the Chair of the Council of the
British Medical Association has
said that Prime Minister Boris
Johnson may not visit India in

January for the Republic
Day parade. According to
reports, the senior British
doctor said that it was still
too early for the UK govern-
ment to decide on PM John-
son’s visit, adding that the trip
may not be possible,if this
level of infection and
spread continues.

CORONA UPDATE

Johnson is scheduled to travel to
India in January 2021 as the
chief guest for the Republic Day
parade in Delhi

Coronavirus reaches end of Earth
as first outbreak hits Antarctica

The coronavirus has
landed in Antarctica,
the last continent pre-

viously free from Covid-19,
Chile's military said this
week, as health and army of-
ficials scrambled to send off,
and quarantine staff from a
remote research station sur-

rounded by ocean and ice-
bergs. Chile's armed forces
said at least 36 people had
been infected at its Bernar-
do O'Higgins base, includ-
ing 26 army personnel and
10 civilian contractors con-
ducting maintenance at the
base.

Research and military
stations in Antarctica
— among the most
remote in the world —
had gone to 
extraordinary lengths
in recent months to keep the virus out, can-
celling tourism, scaling back activities and
staff and locking down facilities
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enough for courtesy.”

RALPH WALDO EMERSON, POET
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WHETHER THROUGH DONATION OR ACTION, 'TIS THE SEASON OF GIVING

S
o, whether it’s through 
donation or action, you can
help someone whose spirits
might need a little extra lift-
ing this holiday season. If

you don’t know where to start, we’ve
rounded up several unique and easy
ways to give back throughout the 
holiday season.

Be an elf this 
season 

1This year,
make a
child’s

Christmas by
“answering”
their letter to
Santa. Be a
volunteer at a
Children’s
home; ask
them to write
letters to “San-
ta”, which you can read and buy
Christmas presents for them. But do
remember to not spoil the surprise
for them. Choose to mail your gifts
instead of delivering yourself. Mark
their names on it and let the from be
a secret. You can ask the organiser
to help post their 
letters too! 

Volunteer At Homeless
Shelters

2While homeless shelters may 
already be on your mind for the
holiday season, it is in the fore-

front of giving for a reason. Shelters
get flooded during the holiday sea-
son, especially with the colder
weather. Taking a couple hours here
or there to donate your time can
mean the world to your local 

shelters.

Donate
Toys

3Toy dona-
tions serv-
ices are

thankfully as
prevalent as
fruit cake.
Spend a few

minutes to find a
toy donation organisation that
works for you. Many cities organ-
ise motorcycle toy runs if that
revs your engine. Or there could
be online toy donation drives,
which provides toys and a Christ-
mas Eve meal to families in need
that you could sign up for. Many
businesses or offices can also help

provide a way to donate toys to
children around the holidays.

Volunteer At Animal
Shelters

4Our furry friends could
use some love around
the holiday too.

Check out your local
shelters to get
trained as a dog
walker and head
over for your
lunch hour, or if
you know anyone
looking for a new
best friend during
the holidays, many
places offer more
affordable adoption fees
for pets (and everyone loves a 
Christmas morning puppy!)  

Donate Food & Clothing

5Into spring cleaning? Why not
try winter cleaning! You may
have couple of lightly worn

jackets and sweaters you will never
wear again. Take the time to go
through the clothes and even items
like biscuits and candies and donate
them to needy people.

While the world is full of
people in need year-round,
no time is that more
apparent than during the
holiday season. For every
smiling family curled up
around a warm home and a
massive pile of presents
under the tree, there are
others who have no fire, no
gifts, and sometimes no
home at all. If you’re
wondering, How can I give
back this year? We have
some handy tips! 

Ways you can make a difference
to those in need HERE ARE SOME VOLUNTEERING

OPPORTUNITIES THAT AWAIT YOU
IF YOU ARE A COMPUTER-

SAVVY KINDRED SOUL, WITH
TIME ON HAND:

1
Create content for a new/updated web-
site for an NGO, create their newsletter
and maybe even their annual report.

2
If you are good at accounts,
help online with accounting con-
sultancy with NGOs, to help

close accounts for the financial year. 

3
Volunteer within your home
by creating educational 
content (in modules) for

Volunteer school sessions in the
coming academic year, specifical-

ly in Conversational English and
Computer Science.

4
Record an audiobook for
visually challenged 
college students so they

can study well.

5
Volunteer as a remote
volunteer for a helpline
that takes incoming calls

from needy elders who need
help from an NGO during the
ongoing pandemic.

6
If you are a mature volun-
teer, help by reaching out
to homebound people who

need counselling over the phone.

7
Be a good samaritan and reach
out to the elders who live alone
in your locality and help them by

means of a call to cheer them up. You
can also send them a hot meal or get

medicines for them.

8
If you can help by sponsoring some
material relief, reach out to an NGO
that is working for it and help out to 

whatever extent you can. Every drop counts!

9
If you are good at communicating, volunteer an
online storytelling and singing session with a home
for young children. 

PETS CORNER

Winter outfits for meow
Think sweaters and mittens that are easy to
remove and scarves in cute prints. Cats who
hate full-body outfits might tolerate a scarf.
For parties, get them a tuxedo with a bow-tie
or a fancy ribbon. 

Pick the right fabric
Bulky clothing restricts their movements, while
itchy clothes can irritate cats. Fabrics they
might snag their claws in, or which keep 
slipping off, won’t work. Choose soft fabrics, 
less frills.

Don’t force it
It’s important to
ease them into the
process. “Try
offering them
treats to set the
mood, and help
them associate
being dressed up
with positive emo-
tions. Start by
placing their head
through the
clothes. If they
show reluctance,
you must slow
down. Never force
your cat,” says cat
owner and stylist
Chaitni Shetty. 

F
rom ribbons and
bows, to
sweaters and

mittens to furs and
frocks – check these
tips to keep your
feline cosy and chic.

When styling your kitty, it’s impor-
tant to pick clothes that aren’t just
‘cute’ but also comfortable. Much like
any other aspect of their lives, cats are
picky about clothes too. Here are some
fuss-free ways to make your feline more

T
he ‘Secret Santa’
game – where
members of a
family, friend

group or gang of co-workers
randomly pick out each oth-
er’s names to secretly swap
Christmas gifts – is one of

the most anticipated holiday tradi-
tions. However, with everyone work-
ing from and staying-at-home dur-
ing the pandemic, Secret Santa has
gone virtual too, with many playing
over Zoom, Skype, Whatsapp, and
other online mediums. For those
planning a remote Secret Santa bash
this year, here are some handy tips:

Getting everyone on
board

David Paul from Bengaluru, who
participated in the virtual Secret
Santa process this year, says, “You

can send out group invites to
people you want in the
group. Once everyone 

responds, settle on some dates
when everyone can virtually
meet up to plan the event.

Send out an official invite (or
e-vite) so guests can RSVP. Also,

make sure that the guest list is a 
reliable one.”

Create a wishlist
If you’re hoping that every guest
walks away with a truly meaning-
ful or useful gift, then it’s best to have
invitees share their wish lists. Vinay
Arvind Sharma, an HR executive

from Gurugram, who organised the
Secret Santa game at his workplace,
says, “Be sure to ask invitees to keep
it vague by providing general likes
and dislikes as opposed to specific
products, lest the element of
surprise disappear,and the
whole thing turns into
a total snoozefest.”

Budget is
everything
As with a tradi-
tional Secret San-
ta party, budget is
key. By asking all par-
ticipants to stick to a
reasonable price point,you
can ensure that the largesse of
one gift-giver doesn’t overshadow
the rest of the group.

Party planner Avantika Shah
says, “Send out an email and get in-

puts from everyone participating so
you don’t have to worry about miss-
ing the mark by putting one or more
attendees in an awkward position
socially or financially.”

Sending gifts
Vinay says, “Every

participant will need
to handle this part
independently for
a fully remote 
Secret Santa 
exchange. Howev-

er, as the host, you
can facilitate the 

exchange by sharing a
guest list that includes

the full address of every 
invitee so that everyone knows

where to send their parcel.But above
all else, be sure that everyone knows
to put the organiser’s info down for
the return address.”

Tips to host a perfect virtual

As
the host, you

can facilitate the
exchange by sharing a
guest list that includes

the full address of
every invitee

Q.1) Which high court
for the first time in
India declared ‘Bandh’
as illegal?
A. Allahabad High court
B. Gujarat High Court
C. Kerala High Court
D. Rajasthan High Court

Q.2) The RTI Act is not
applicable to which state?
A. Sikkim   B. Telangana

C. Chhattisgarh  

D. Jammu and Kashmir

Q.4) The first election to
implement the system of

VVPAT was held in 
which state?
A. Mizoram   B. Manipur
C. Nagaland   D. Assam

A N S W E R S

QUIZ TIME (INDIA) KNOWLEDGE BANK (GEOGRAPHY)

1. C) Kerala HC 2. D) Jammu and
Kashmir 3. C) Nagaland 

Activities

HAWAIIAN VOLCANOES: The 15 volcanoes that consti-
tute the eight principal islands of Hawaii are the
youngest in a chain of more than 129 volcanoes that
stretch 5,800 km across the North Pacific Ocean, called
the Hawaiian-Emperor seamount chain. They rise to
heights of 4,572 metres to reach the sea level from
their base. The largest among them, Mauna Loa, is 4,169
metres high. Coastline collapses, a notable part of the
history of many of the Hawaiian volcanoes, are often
devastating and destroy large parts of the volcanoes.
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