
Mortimer Mo
Folchart from ‘The
Inkheart Series’
Mo loves reading so much he
grew to be a bookbinder.
Though the ‘Inkheart Series’
is mostly told through his
daughter’s perspective, we
see how he loves books from
the way he handles them
and how he raised her to be
a reader. His understanding
of the anatomy of a book is
unparalleled and the way he
can rescue a book in any
state of harm, no matter
how old it is.  

Book lovers from literature 

Matilda from
‘Matilda’
This little reader is one of
the first literary book-
worms most children are
introduced to. She is the
protagonist of the famous
Roald Dahl children’s book
who teaches herself to
read and then develops a
voracious appetite for
books. She’s not quiet and
restrained as book lovers
are often portrayed but
outgoing and intelligent.
She isn’t just lost in the
world of books but uses
her intelligence to shape
the world in a way she
finds just.

Charlie from ‘The
Perks of Being a
Wallflower’
The quiet protagonist from
the cult classic ‘The Perks
of Being a Wallflower’ was
always a reader and his
passion truly blossomed
under the guidance of his
teacher. He was a complex
character, very loving and
caring, but incredibly
socially awkward. 

Hermione Granger
from the ‘Harry
Potter series’
Our favourite magical
reader is based on the
author who wrote her.
Hermione is Harry Potter’s
best friend from the
famous Harry Potter series
and she has a hunger for
knowledge that proves
itself quite useful 
throughout the series.
She’s also the most 
sensible of the trio...

Tyrion Lannister from
‘A Song of Ice and
Fire Series’
Tyrion from the ‘A Song of
Ice and Fire Series’ is some-
one who found solace in the
company of books. He was
born a dwarf so he couldn’t
follow in the physical aspect
of the martial tradition of his
family, but his intelligence
and cunning were enough to
make up for it. 

Nina from ‘The
Bookish Life’ of
Nina Hill
Nina Hill is calm and
content with a peaceful
life. She has a small
social circle, enjoys 
trivia and works at a
bookstore. She always
loved reading and
despite all the sugges-
tions of her friends to
be more social, she
stuck to her slightly
reclusive ways.

“Life is short, but there is always time 
enough for courtesy.”

RALPH WALDO EMERSON, POET 03READ. PLAY. LEARN
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1
AA mmyysstteerriioouuss sshhiinnyy mmoonnoolliitthh
ffoouunndd iinn tthhee UUttaahh ddeesseerrtt that
sparked wild rumours of alien vis-

itations disappeared a week later.
Days later a spookily similar mono-
lith popped up in the Carpathian
mountains in Romania. IItt ttoooo ddiissaapp-
ppeeaarreedd mmyysstteerriioouussllyy aass iitt hhaadd
aappppeeaarreedd oonnllyy ffoorr ootthheerr mmoonnoolliitthhss ttoo
aappppeeaarr iinn WWaarrssaaww,, tthhee NNeetthheerrllaannddss
aanndd tthhee IIssllee ooff WWiigghhtt iinn EEnnggllaanndd..

3
A school in Avignon, France, ppuutt aa ssiiggnn aasskkiinngg ppaarreennttss ttoo
ssttoopp tthhrroowwiinngg tthheeiirr cchhiillddrreenn oovveerr aa ssiixx-ffoooott ((11..88-mmeettrree)) ggaattee
wwhheenn tthheeyy wweerree llaattee iinn tthhee mmoorrnniinngg.. “I do not throw my

children over the gate,” it warned. 

The coronavirus has not
given us much to laugh
about in 2020. Yet
the year had its fair
share of the weird and
the wonderful. Here is
our pick of some
of its wackiest
stories

2
Japan – famous for its
heated musical
thrones – made anoth-

er major leap in toilet tech-
nology wwhheenn iitt uunnvveeiilleedd
sseeee-tthhrroouugghh ppuubblliicc llaavvaattoo-
rriieess iinn aa TTookkyyoo ppaarrkk.. The
loos allow people to inspect
their cleanliness from the
outside before using them.
The smart glass then goes
opaque.

4
Police were called to a supermarket in
Sydney, Australia to separate three
women fighting over toilet rolls as the

country went into lockdown in March. A knife
was pulled over the last maxi-pack in another
shop. A week earlier, robbers held up a lorry
loaded with toilet paper in Hong Kong, and
made off with its precious cargo worth $150
(120 euros) in normal times. The lack of some-
thing to wipe with was a real emergency. 

10
A French man caught outside by police
during a lockdown curfew had written that
he was going out to “smash a guy’s face

in” on his official exemption form. “He had put his
real name and the time he had left home,” police
who fined him told AFP. ““WWee ttoolldd hhiimm iitt wwaassnn’’tt aa
vvaalliidd rreeaassoonn ffoorr ggooiinngg oouutt..””

5
AA ppaasssseennggeerr oonn
aann EEnngglliisshh bbuuss
wwhhoo ddiiddnn’’tt hhaavvee

aa mmaasskk wwrraappppeedd aa
ppyytthhoonn.. Other passen-
gers near the city of
Manchester “did not
bat an eyelid”, author-
ities said; their defini-
tion of face coverings
“doesn’t extend to the
use of snakeskins.”

6
A British violinist
played throughout
an operation to

remove a tumour from her
brain, so surgeons could
avoid areas which might
affect her playing! Dagmar
Turner hoped to quickly
rejoin her orchestra after
leaving hospital.

9
While astronauts can pee and poo in their
space suits (yes, they can!), NASA has asked
inventors to come up with a proper toilet for

their next moon mission, with waste being stored
or flushed out into space in “a shower of sparkling
frozen crystals”.

8
TTwwoo ttaammee eemmuuss wweerree bbaannnneedd ffrroomm aa
ppuubb iinn tthhee AAuussttrraalliiaann oouuttbbaacckk ttoowwnn ooff
YYaarraakkaa aafftteerr tthheeyy lleeaarrnneedd hhooww ttoo cclliimmbb

tthhee ssttaaiirrss,, ggeett bbeehhiinndd tthhee bbaarrss aanndd sstteeaall
ssaannddwwiicchheess aass ssoooonn aass tthheeyy ppooppppeedd oouutt ooff aa
ttooaasstteerr.. “We put a sign up, but we’re not
sure whether they’re able to read,” says
hotel owner Gerry Gimblett.

7
AA SSwwiissss ccoouuppllee nnaammeedd

tthheeiirr bbaabbyy ddaauugghhtteerr
aafftteerr aann iinntteerrnneett

pprroovviiddeerr bbeeccaauussee iitt ooffffeerreedd ffrreeee
wwiiffii ffoorr 1188 yyeeaarrss ttoo aannyyoonnee wwhhoo
nnaammeedd tthheeiirr cchhiilldd TTwwiiffiiaa. And in

India a little boy was named
‘Lockdown’ by his parents while anoth-

er child born in the southwest of the
country – Corona Kumar

– wil forever bear
the mark of the

pandemic.

M
ost authors are great
readers and it’s no sur-
prise that they manage
to write complex book-

worm characters. Every reader en-
joys finding a character they can re-
late to and bookworms have a spe-
cial place in their hearts for charac-

ters that are bibliophiles. Here are
some of the biggest book lovers from
literature, which one do you relate
to the most?

that ruled 2020

T
he year 2020 has been no less than a roller coaster ride for
all of us. We came across situations we had never even
imagined. But one good thing that the COVID-19 pandem-
ic taught us is taking care of our health before anything
else. It has taught the importance of hygiene and health.

Through the tough times, we also discovered the power of natural
foods and Ayurveda. Here is a list of superfoods that rocked the year. 

Giloy: When it comes to boosting immu-
nity, the food that tops the list

is giloy. It is full of antioxidants, which help the
body fight off free radicals and disease-causing
germs. Giloy also aids the healing process.

Amla: As per Ayurveda, amla is one
of the most powerful food

items that helps in preventing various dis-
eases. Amla is rich in vitamins C and A,
polyphenols and flavonoids. 

Tulsi: The only thing that remained
constant this year was stress.

It is said that tulsi leaves can help relieve
stress due to the presence of adaptogens
that help in relaxing your nervous system.

Chia Seeds: The tiny chia
seeds are a

powerhouse of nutrients. From salads to oat-
meal, chia seeds can be added everywhere.
Rich in protein and fibre, chia seeds must be
included in your daily diet. 

Mosambi: Mosambi and
oranges are good

sources of vitamin C and flavonoids. It has
antibacterial, antioxidants and detoxifying
properties. These fruits help in keeping you
hydrated.

Black Pepper: It is
one of

the most important ingredients of the
most consumed drink of the year - kadha. 

Ashwagandha: The root
herb

has become popular because of its immu-
nity boosting and antibacterial properties.
It helps soothe anxiety and stress and
works by suppressing cortisol hormones.

All these words, which you have to complete, end with the letters T-A-B-L-E. 
Fill in the blanks with the first part of each, to get words that match their meanings

1. Certain to occur __________ TABLE
A. inimitable B. inflatable 
C. inevitable D. indictable
2. Capable of, or tending to change in
form __________ TABLE
A. datable B. notable 
C. potable D. mutable
3. Highly pleasing or delicious
__________ TABLE
A. detestable B. delectable 
C. detectable D. depletable
4. Characterised by fairness _________

_______TABLE
A. habitable B. palatable 
C. tractable D. equitable
5. Held in esteem __________ TABLE
A. reputable B. refutable C. adaptable
D. avertable
6. Fit to be seen _______ TABLE
A. accountable B. presentable 
C. regrettable D. preventable
7. Worthy of belief __________ TABLE
A. commutable B. charitable 
C. creditable D. computable

TABLE TOPS SURYAKUMARI DENNISON, teacher,
Aavishkar Academy, Bengaluru

Answers: 
(1) C. inevitable 
(2) D. mutable 
(3) B. delectable 
(4) D. equitable 
(5) A. reputable 
(6) B. presentable
(7) C. creditable 

Q.1) Who among the
following has been
conferred with the
Rajiv Gandhi Khel
Ratna Award 2019?
A. Neeraj Chopra 
B. Hima Das 
C. Vinesh Phogat 
D. Bajrang Punia

Q.2) The chief minis-
ter of Odisha, Naveen
Patnaik, inaugurated
a high-performance
hockey centre Naval

Tata Hockey
Academy in _______. 
A. Cuttack B. Bhubaneswar 
C. Chandipur D. Puri

Q.3) Along with
which ministry did
the ministry of 
railways launch
Commando for
Railway Security

(CORAS) of Indian
Railways?
A. Ministry of Commerce
and Industry
B. Ministry of
Information and
Broadcasting
C. Ministry of 
Consumer Affairs
D. Ministry of 
Home Affairs

A N S W E R S

QUIZ TIME 

1. D) Bajrang Punia 2. B) Bhubaneswar 3. A) Ministry of

Commerce and Industry

Activities

(CURRENT
AFFAIRS)



BBeennzzeemmaa brilliance helps
Madrid win fifth game in a row55  cchhaannggeess India might consider

post Adelaide humiliation
KL Rahul in, debut for
Mohammed Siraj

1 As per a report in India To-
day, India will make a few
changes in the playing XI, the

first of which will be KL Rahul re-
placing Kohli in the middle-order.
Rahul, who last played a Test match
for India back in August last year,
will be making his comeback after
Indian batsmen’s disappointing
show in Adelaide. However, it is not
confirmed if Rahul will bat at no.4.

2 In Shami’s absence,
Mohammed Siraj will be
making his Test debut for In-

dia. Siraj was included in the Test
squad as a back-up and is now all

set to be given a chance to showcase
his skills Down Under.

3 The third change will be
Shubman Gill replacing
out-of-form Prithvi Shaw as

an opener. Shaw’s weakness
against the moving was left ex-
posed in the first Test as the open-
er was dismissed on scores of 0
and 4 in the two innings respec-
tively. He is unlikely to be picked
for the Boxing Day Test and Gill
might make his Test debut. Gill
will open the batting with Mayank
Agarwal at the MCG.

4 The fourth change for India
will be Rishabh Pant com-
ing on for Wriddhiman Saha,

who hasn’t quite managed to im-
press with the bat for a while now.
Saha scored 9 and 4 runs respec-
tively in the two innings in the first
Test and is all set to be left out of
the eleven for the upcoming en-
counter, which will be a crucial one
for India.

5 The unimpressive Hanuma
Vihari, who managed just 16
and 8 in Adelaide, will make

way for Ravindra Jadeja. “This
way, we get an all-rounder at No 6.
We can then enjoy the luxury of five
specialist bowlers _ two spinners
and three pacers. It helps that Jade-
ja is a ‘gun fielder,’ and will help lift
India’s fielding standards,” a BCCI
source told the Times of India.

04 “You can’t put a limit on anything. The more you
dream, the farther you get.” 
Michael Phelps, former swimmer

SIMPLY SPORTS
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WILL RAHANE RISE TO THE OCCASION?

Real Madrid forward Karim Benzema kept
up his impressive run of form by scoring
and providing two assists in a 3-1 win
away to Eibar, taking the champions
level on points with La Liga leaders
Atletico Madrid. The French forward got
Real off to a flying start by scoring in
the sixth minute, trapping a chipped
pass from Rodrygo with his right foot
and calmly finishing into the net with his
left for a fifth goal in his last four
matches in all competitions. REUTERS

Rahane has earlier led India twice in Test cricket
- once against Australia in Dharamsala and other

against Afghanistan in Bengaluru. On both the
occasions, India had emerged victorious.

Photo: AFP
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Q1: Which of the following
players holds the record of

fastest hundred in One Day
Internationals?
a) Mark Boucher  ❑ b) Shahid Afridi  ❑
c) AB de Villiers  ❑ d) Corey Anderson  ❑

Q2: Who is Manchester
United’s all-time leading

scorer and the only player to have
scored 250 goals for the club? 
a) David Beckham  ❑ b) Wayne Rooney  ❑
c) Andy Cole  ❑ d) David Hero  ❑

Q3: In which year did
Muhammad Ali aka Cassius

Clay win the heavyweight World
Championship for the first time?  
a) 1962  ❑ b) 1964  ❑ c) 1966  ❑ d) 1968  ❑

Q4: Which of the following
players holds the record

for fastest 800 wickets in Test
matches?
a) Lasith Malinga  ❑ b) Muttiah Muralitharan  ❑
c) Anil Kumble  ❑ d) Shane Warne  ❑

Q5: Who holds the record of
being the youngest ever

heavyweight boxing champ? 
a) Mike Tyson  ❑ b) Sugar Ray Robinson  ❑
c) Rocky Marciano  ❑ d) Joe Louis  ❑

Q6: Which of the following
players has played the most

number of Test matches as captain?  
a) Graeme Smith  ❑ b) Ricky Ponting  ❑
c) Stephen Fleming  ❑ d) Allan Border  ❑

Q7: Luis Suarez made his
official debut as a Barca

player on October 25, 2014.
Against which club was the game
played?  

a) Manchester United  ❑ b) Paris Saint-
Germain  ❑ c) AC Milan  ❑ d) Real Madrid  ❑

Q8: Which of the following
players has won the most

player-of-the-match awards in Test
format?    
a) Jacques Kallis  ❑ b) Muttiah Muralitharan  ❑
c) Wasim Akram  ❑ d) Shane Warne  ❑

Q9: Which club did David
Beckham switch to in the

summer of 2003?
a) Manchester United  ❑
b) Paris Saint-Germain  ❑ c) AC Milan  ❑
d) Real Madrid  ❑

Q10: Who is the only
heavyweight champion in

boxing history to have retired with an
undefeated record? 
a) Muhammad Ali  ❑ b) Sugar Ray Robinson  ❑

c) Rocky Marciano  ❑ d) Joe Louis  ❑

Q11: Which player has made
the fastest 2000 runs in

T20 Internationals?
a) Aaron Finch  ❑ b) Martin Guptill  ❑
c) Brendon McCullum  ❑ d) Virat Kohli  ❑

Q12: At the 2019 World
Championships in

Stuttgart, which American
gymnast won five golds, including
the all-around title? 
a) Aly Raisman  ❑ b) Shannon Miller  ❑
c) Simone Biles  ❑ d) Shawn Johnson  ❑

ANSWERS: 1 c) AB de Villiers   

2 b) Wayne Rooney   3 b) 1964

4 b) Muttiah Muralitharan   5 a) Mike Tyson

6 a) Graeme Smith   7 d) Real Madrid 

8 a) Jacques Kallis   9 d) Real Madrid 

10 c) Rocky Marciano   11 d) Virat Kohli

12 c) Simone Biles

TEST YOUR KNOWLEDGE

Ajinkya Rahane is interesting. Look at Rahane’s front
foot. He wants to get forward, the confusion is in the
length. Virat Kohli commits himself forward, and
Rahane wants to get forward. You are sort of putting
your bat there and hoping the ball touches the bat.
Having said that, Ajinkya Rahane has 80 (65) Tests now
under his belt. If at all, there is a batsman that India
want (to step up) in a situation like this..., you have got
to expect more from Rahane in situations like this.
More than people like Hanuma Vihari, for example.

Rahane has been averaging more than 50 in his last
nine Tests (excluding Adelaide), we will have to wait
and see whether Rahane steps up, in fact, it’s a ques-
tion of the entire batting line-up stepping up, we
have only seen them in white-ball cricket, Kohli not
being there, after the first Test is a massive setback.
Sanjay Manjrekar, former India batsman

WHY KOHLI IS MORE SUCCESSFUL
THAN RAHANE DOWN UNDER

Switch off the phones, shut out the noise, stick
together as a group and look ahead, that is the only
way to get out of this right now for India. @ajinkyara-
hane88 needs to gather the group together and
stamp his leadership going forward.
Mohammed Kaif, former India cricketer

RAHANE NEEDS TO STAMP HIS
LEADERSHIP GOING FORWARD

I do not have any insight into Rahane as a
leader and a captain. He will not be Kohli, nor
should he try to be. His first job will be to score
runs, and lead by example this way.
John Buchanan, former WC winning coach of
the Australia team

DON’T TRY TO BE LIKE KOHLI

The way in which Ajinkya Rahane ran out Virat
Kohli; he literally killed Virat Kohli. If Kohli
would have gone on to make 150 or 200 and the
lead would have been better, India would have
had a chance of making a comeback.
Shoaib Akhtar, former Pakistan pacer  

RAHANE RAN OUT VIRAT

Having interacted with Ajinkya Rahane, I know
he has a very smart brain and he is balanced.
He is aggressive but it’s controlled aggression.
Whatever time I have spent with him, I know he
is a hard-working player, he takes nothing for
granted, and if you’re working hard, if you’re
sincere and honest in your preparation, the
result will invariably follow.
Sachin Tendulkar, former India captain

BLESSED WITH A SMART BRAIN

Jadeja
might

replace
Hanuma

Vihari in the
middle-
order

With captain Virat Kohli leaving to be home for the birth of his first child,
India will be captained by Ajinkya Rahane for the remainder of the series.
It won’t be a cake walk though. The embarrassing defeat at the hands of
Australia in the first test will leave mental scars. It would be a herculean

task for Rahane to up his game and marshall his troops to take on a confi-
dent Australian unit in the Boxing Day Test at the Melbourne Cricket

Ground starting on December 26. Can Rahane create history?
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Luis Suarez


