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➤ Has Rishabh Pant
done enough to top-
ple Wriddhiman Saha
in Test match 
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JOE BIDEN AND
KAMALA HARRIS ARE
TIME 'PERSON OF
THE YEAR'

MARVEL STUDIOS PLOTS
'FANTASTIC FOUR' MOVIE,
ANNOUNCES THREE MORE
SERIES FOR DISNEY PLUS

Five months after the surprise arrival of
'Folklore,' an album  written and recorded
in quarantine, Taylor Swift is doing it

again— 'Evermore,' the singer and songwriter’s
ninth studio album is set to release soon. “To put
it plainly, we just couldn’t stop writing songs,”
Swift wrote in a post on Instagram recently. “I’ve
never done this before,” she added, saying that
she’d treated each album as a discrete aesthetic
cycle and turned her attention to the next one.

Expanding further its highly-success-
ful Marvel Cinematic Universe (MCU),
the Disney-owned Marvel Studios has

announced a slew of projects, including a
'Fantastic Four' movie and three new series
for streamer Disney Plus. The announce-
ments were made by Marvel Studios’ boss
Kevin Feige during Disney's Investor Day
presentation recently. Feige revealed that
filmmaker Jon Watts, known for making Mar-
vel Studios-Sony's 'Spider-Man' movies, will
helm the 'Fantastic Four' film.

➤Masterclass:
Learn to draw a
memorable 
character
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US President-elect Joe
Biden and Vice Presi-
dent-elect Kamala Har-

ris have been chosen as Time
magazine's 2020 'Person of the
Year'. The Democratic pair

were chosen ahead of three oth-
er finalists: frontline health
care workers and Anthony
Fauci, the racial justice move-
ment, and President Donald
Trump, who Biden defeated in
November's election. 

TAYLOR SWIFT ANNOUNCES
SECOND SURPRISE QUARAN-
TINE ALBUM, ‘EVERMORE’

CLICK HERE: PAGE 1 AND 2
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IS THE CURRENT MASS OF OUR 
PLANET, courtesy man-made
materials, which, in a first,  is
likely to outweigh all life on
the Earth, according to scien-
tists, detailing the “crossover
point” at which humanity's
footprint is heavier than that
of the natural world. 

1.1
trillion tons

According to scientists,  the
world's biomass in 2020 is 
likely to be exceeded by the
cumulative amount of concrete,
bricks, metals and other 
materials people have 
manufactured. Human-
generated mass is expected to
exceed 3 teratons by 2040, if
the current trends continue, 
the study warns

WEIGHING HIGH

1The so-called anthropogenic(environ-
mental pollution and pollutants) mass

has increased rapidly since 1900, when it
equated to just 33%% of total biomass

2 Since the dawn of the 20th century,
however, the explosion of industrial

activity saw human-made items ddoouubbllee
iinn  mmaassss every 20 years   

3Now, anthropogenic mass is being
produced at a rate of more than 3300

ggiiggaattoonnss  ((GGtt))  ppeerr  yyeeaarr. One gigaton is
equal to 1,000,000,000 tons

4 Scientists say, the amount of bio-
mass hhaass  ddeecclliinneedd  oovveerr  tthhee  llaasstt

112200  yyeeaarrss, but this is slight in compari-
son to the exponential increase in man-
made items

5 The best estimate for the amount of
living things on planet Earth is

around 11..11  tteerraattoonnss, according to the data

6Currently, concrete accounts for
more than 4400%%  ooff  aallll  aannnnuuaall

aanntthhrrooppooggeenniicc  mmaassss, the study shows,
with 554499  ggiiggaattoonnss  ((GGtt))ooff  ccoonnccrreettee  
pprroodduucceedd  eevveerryy  yyeeaarr

7Aggregates, such as ggrraavveell  are the
next biggest contributor, account-

ing for 338866GGtt  iinn  22002200

THE STORY, SO FAR

A L A R M I N G  F A C T S
➤ Humans used aa  yyeeaarr''ss
wwoorrtthh  ooff  nnaattuurraall  rreessoouurrcceess
iinn  22002200  bbyy  AAuugguusstt  2222 – a
calendar event known as
Earth Overshoot Day.
The annual date marks the
point at which humanity has
used all the biological
resources that the Earth can
regenerate during that year
➤ Due to the lockdowns
imposed because of the
coronavirus pandemic, and
the resulting cuts in human
activity, EEaarrtthh  OOvveerrsshhoooott
DDaayy  wwaass  oobbsseerrvveedd  2233  ddaayyss
llaatteerr  tthhiiss  yyeeaarr  tthhaann  iitt  
wwaass  iinn  22001199

Humans currently 
use 60 per cent more 
biological resources
than can be renewed –
as much as if we lived
on 1.6 planets – and is
on course to require
the resources of two
planets before 2050,
warn scientists
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FACTOID

7% Drop in carbon dioxide
emissions globally in
2020, thanks to the pan-

demic, according to the figures released by
The Global Carbon Project, an authoritative
group of dozens of international scientists,
who track emissions. Claiming the drop to
be the biggest ever, the researchers said
that the world have contributed to around
34 billion metric tons of carbon dioxide in
the air in 2020 — down from 36.4 billion
metric tons in 2019. However, even with the
drop in 2020, the world on average con-
tributed 1,075 metric tons of carbon dioxide
into the air every second

➤Emissions dropped 12% in the United
States and 11% in Europe, but only 1.7%
in China. That's because China had an
earlier lockdown with less of a second
wave. Also, China's emissions are more
industrial-based than other countries,
and its industry was less affected than
transportation 

➤Scientists say the drop is chiefly because
people are staying home, travelling less by
car and plane. However,  emissions are
expected to jump back up after the pan-

demic ends, they warn

Ground trans-
portation makes

up about one-fifth of
emissions of carbon

dioxide, the chief man-made
heat-trapping gas

GOOGLE TRENDS 2020: 
IPL OVERTAKES
CORONAVIRUS TO
BECOME MOST-
SEARCHED TOPIC
S

earch giant Google
is out with the top-
ics that trended
in 2020 in In-

dia. According to
Google,  while coro-
navirus appeared
in the top 10 overall
list of trending terms
this year globally, in
India, however, the In-
dian Premier League

(IPL) came out on top,
beating even the US Pres-
idential elections 2020. The

Bihar Assembly elec-
tions 2020 and Delhi
Legislative polls 2020
too saw considerable
searches, along with
US President-elect Joe

Biden and late actor
Sushant Singh Rajput's

last film, 'Dil Bechara'.

YEAR

REVIEW
IN

1 TToopp  ttrreennddiinngg  qquueerriieess::  TThhee  PPrraaddhhaann  MMaannttrrii
KKiissaann  SSaammaaaann  NNiiddhhii..  Launched in February,

the `75,000 crore scheme sees vulnerable land-
holding farmer families, having cultivable land
up to 2 hectares, being given a direct income
support of ` 6,000 per year

2 In the ''hhooww  ttoo''  ccaatteeggoorryy,,  ''hhooww  ttoo  mmaakkee
ppaanneeeerr'' was the top trend, followed by how to

boost immunity, and how to make dalgona coffee

3The top ‘‘WWhhaatt  iiss’’  sseeaarrcchheess  rreevvoollvveedd  nnoott  jjuusstt
aarroouunndd  tthhee  nnoovveell  ccoorroonnaavviirruuss  , plasma therapy

and hantavirus, but also the viral ‘‘BBiinnoodd’’  mmeemmee,
CAA, NRC and nepotism. People in India searched
for 'What is coronavirus ', 'What is Binod' and
'What is plasma therapy' along with Covid-19
and CAA. The list also saw queries relat-
ed to solar eclipse. For the unversed,
Binod became a huge social media
meme, after a trend was started with a
YouTube video called Why Indian
Comments Section is Garbage (BINOD)

4 In general news, IPL, coronavirus 
and the US Presidential election trig-

gered the most searches, along with the

Nirbhaya case and Beirut explosion. Among ppeerr--
ssoonnaalliittiieess, Biden ranked  top, followed by Arnab
Goswami. Singer Kanika Kapoor and actors
Amitabh Bachchan, Rhea Chakraborty,
Ankita Lokhande and Kangana Ranaut
have bagged the top spots for
being some of the most-
searched personalities on
the search engine

In the education sec-
tor, coding for kids and how

to become a teacher emerged as
the top searchers. Apart from this,

Zoom was also among the top
searches. The video conferencing

service was a hit among the Indian
students too, who opted for
online teaching through the

platform 

RECOGNITION

➤Time magazine's award — handed out annually since 1927 — hon-
ours the person or people, who most-impacted the news for better
or worse during the calendar year➤Earlier, Time named bas-
ketball superstar LeBron James ‘Athlete of the Year’ for his
achievements on and off the court. The 35-year-old Los
Angeles Lakers player was honoured for battling voter sup-
pression among the Black citizens in a year, when
he won his fourth the NBA title ➤K-Pop sensation
BTS was named the ‘Entertainer of the Year’

ENTERTAINMENT

The Marvel top executive also
announced the official title for the
third 'Ant-Man' movie as 'Ant-Man and
the Wasp: Quantumania', and con-
firmed that actor Jonathan Major will
be portraying the time-travelling
super-villain Kang, the Conqueror

Jeffrey Archer’s 
‘Not a Penny More ...’
was turned down by
16 publishers 

M any years before he was a published 
novelist, Jeffrey Archer was an MP in
Britain. And then came financial ruin. “I

stupidly borrowed money and ended up with a debt
of 400,000 pounds — a lot of money 45 years ago,”
Archer said recently at an online event. He stepped
down as MP in 1974 and started writing his first book,
'Not a Penny More, Not a Penny Less'.  However, 16
publishers turned it down. Even the
17th published only 3,000 copies,”
he said. 

GET INSPIRED

Failure was hard to digest, but
Archer kept at it, driven by the
attention of his creditors, and
the joy he found in the process. “I
believe storytelling to be a god given gift, no dif-
ferent from being able to sing opera, or play the
violin. I love writing. every moment of it. I’ve
written 33 books, and I’m still going flat out,
because I love it,” he added

MORAL 
OF THE STORY:

NEVER
GIVE UP!

'Evermore' features the same
core creative team as
'Folklore': Aaron Dessner of
the indie-rock band, the
National and the producer
Jack Antonoff (one of her
longtime collaborators),
along with Justin Vernon of
Bon Iver and William Bowery (aka
her boyfriend) and actor Joe
Alwyn are part of the team

MUSIC

Photo: Getty images

E ducation minister Ramesh
Pokhriyal ‘Nishank’ will
go live on his official

Twitter and Facebook handle again
on DDeecceemmbbeerr  1177,,  22002200.. The minis-
ter would this time go live at 44  ppmm
to interact with teachers about
the upcoming Board exams. This is
the second time this month that
the minister would go live to inter-
act. On December 10, he went live
to discuss and address the queries
of students regarding the upcom-
ing Board and
competitive
exams.

The innovation in India around the digital
infrastructure in every field— from finan-
cial services, healthcare to retail, is
tremendous due to the ubiquity of com-
puting fabric that is available to every
Indian business and every Indian citizen.
Computation and computing fabric is now
embedded in the real world; the layer of
artificial Intelligence and data capability is

getting embedded in every con-
sumer, and business

application is tremen-
dous. To develop the
economy, a catch-up
growth is possible,
when both the pub-

lic institution and public
sector can move rapidly

SATYA NADELLA,
CEO, Microsoft, on
the role of tech in
economic recov-

ery in the post-
covid world

EDUCATION MINISTER 
TO GO LIVE AGAIN ON
DECEMBER 17, TO INTER-
ACT WITH TEACHERS
ABOUT BOARD EXAMS

Teachers can raise their 
concerns by using the hashtag
#EducationMinisterGoesLive



1. Champion 
Macbeth, Act III, scene i
To make them kings, the seed of Banquo kings!
Rather than so, come fate into the list.
And cchhaammppiioonn me to the utterance! Who's
there!

2. Amazed 
Henry V, Act I, scene i
Must be the mistress to this theoric;
Which is why I am aammaazzeedd how his Grace
should glean it... 

3. Swagger 
A Midsummer Night’s Dream, Act III, scene i
What hempen home-spuns have we sswwaaggggeerriinngg
here, So near the cradle of the fairy queen?

4. Torture 
King Henry VI, Part II, Act II, scene i
Alas, master, I am not able to stand alone:
You go about to ttoorrttuurree me in vain.

5. Obscene 
Love’s Labour’s Lost, Act I, scene i
Then for the place where; where, I mean, 
I did encounter
that oobbsscceennee and preposterous event.

6. Puking 
As You Like It, Act II, scene vii
And one man in his time plays many parts,
His acts being seven ages. At first the
infant,
Mewling and ppuukkiinngg in the nurse’s arms.

7. Majestic
Julius Caesar, Act I, scene ii
Ye gods, it doth amaze me; A man of such a 
feeble temper should; So get the start of the 
mmaajjeessttiicc world; And bear the palm alone.

8. Hobnob
Twelfth Night, Act III, scene iv
His incensement at this moment is so implacable,
that satisfaction can be none but by pangs of
death and sepulchre. HHoobbnnoobb is his word...

9. Gossip
The Comedy of Errors, Act V, scene i
The duke, my husband and my children both,
And you the calendars of their nativity,
Go to a ggoossssiippss’ feast and go with me... 

Probably no one in
history has contributed

as much as William
Shakespeare to the

English vocabulary. His
scripts contain more

than 1700 common
words, used today that

were never used by
anybody else before. WWee

pprreesseenntt hheerree ssoommee ooff tthhee
ccoooolleesstt wwoorrddss iinnvveenntteedd

bbyy tthhee bbaarrdd

C
reating a memorable, unforgettable character that 
connects with readers and tells a great story is no
small feat. The character has to be visually

pleasing and communicate a vast
range of expressions which sounds
like a huge challenge! The good news
is that there are no limitations to
what one can bring to the paper. Meet 
Ashok Rajagopalan, author and illustra-
tor for over 500 children’s books and char-
acters including Gajapati Kulapati (an adorable 
elephant) and Gulgul (resident of planet GR33N). ‘The Adventures
of Gulgul’ series (Speaking Tiger/Talking Cub) is a collection of
three books for readers above 8 years, full of

adventures of a curious
young girl. He shares his
best tips on creating mem-

orable characters for future
illustrators with NNIITTYYAA SSHHUUKKLLAA

4
The more times
you draw some-
thing, the more

confidently and easily
you can draw it. AAfftteerr
aa hhuunnddrreedd eelleepphhaannttss,,
ddrraawwiinngg oonnee mmoorree iiss
nnoo jjuummbboo jjoobb,, iiss iitt??

5
Give bonuses to your reader. I
don’t just draw what’s said in
the story and say, “That’s

enough.” I draw extra things not
mentioned in the text. I have funny
dogs, cats, snakes and whatnot in
the background for extra fun. II
sshhoouullddnn’’tt cchhaannggee tthhee ssttoorryy wwiitthh mmyy
eexxttrraass,, tthhoouugghh,, oorr tthhee aauutthhoorr ccaann
ggeett mmaadd aatt mmee.. When I am the
author, as in the Gulgul books, I
have a free party.

HHAAVVEE FFUUNN DDRRAAWWIINNGG,, FFOOLLKKSS!!

3
Read, read, read. A good illustrator is usually an avid read-
er. Before I begin illustrating a story given to me, I read it
many times. Inspiration follows naturally. The drawing

style I choose depends on the tone, voice and 
wackiness of the text. AAnndd wwhhaatt hhaappppeennss iiff aann iilllluussttrraattoorr hhaassnn’’tt
rreeaadd tthhee ssttoorryy tthhoorroouugghhllyy?? HHee ccoouulldd ddrraaww aa mmaannggoo ttrreeee wwhheenn
tthhee tteexxtt ssaayyss ccooccoonnuutt ppaallmm!!

MASTERCLASS

2
The emotion your character feels should be
felt by the reader. FFoorr tthhaatt,, ddrraaww yyoouurr
eexxpprreessssiioonnss cclleeaarrllyy.. FFeeeell iitt yyoouurrsseellff wwhhiillee yyoouu

ddrraaww.. YYoouu sshhoouulldd sseeee mmyy ffaaccee wwhheenn II ddrraaww aann
aannggrryy ffaaccee!! Drawing expressions is one of my

greatest strengths. Make it yours, too. 

Throw the Purr-
fect b’day bash
W

hile cats are considered less social to be a lot
less social than dogs, they have a hidden
party animal side to them. So, why not pam-

per your cats on their special day with a cake, loads
of toys, their favourite food and some fancy outfits
too? Tulika Choudhary, a cat parent, shares, “I buy
toys and treats for my cat whenever we throw a
birthday party for her. She is not very fond of 
people, so her birthday parties
are intimate with only her
favourite people,” Pooja
Choksi, a cat groomer and
cat cake baker shares. CCaatt-
ffrriieennddllyy ccaakkeess aanndd ccuupp-
ccaakkeess,, mmaaddee wwiitthh ttuunnaa oorr
ssaallmmoonn bbiittss,, aarree ppeerrffeecctt
ffoorr ssuucchh ooccccaassiioonnss..

TIPS FOR 
BIRTHDAY BASH 
 Get your cat toys and

treats they love

 Give them their 
favourite food

 Add cat-themed decor

 Dress them in cute 
outfits

TOP CAT CAKE
FLAVOURS

 Tuna flavoured cake

 Salmon cake

 Chicken and lamb cakes

 Mackerel cupcakes

PETS CORNER

CALLING IT A YEAR

Charity 2020Charity 2020Charity 2020

T
he Bill & Melinda Gates
Foundation had given away
$55 billion at the end of

2019. Covid-19 has made 2020 a
busy year for the philanthropic
outfit. TThhee GGaatteess FFoouunnddaattiioonn
rroossee ttoo tthhee ooccccaassiioonn aanndd ggaavvee
aarroouunndd $$44 bbiilllliioonn ttoo GGaavvii,, tthhee
VVaacccciinnee AAlllliiaannccee wwhhiicchh hhaass
iimmmmuunniisseedd oovveerr 880000 mmiilllliioonn
cchhiillddrreenn aaggaaiinnsstt ddiisseeaasseess lliikkee
ppoolliioo aanndd mmeeaasslleess.. An offshoot
of Gavi has raised $2 billion so
far to fight the pandemic, which
is enough to reserve one billion
doses of vaccine for poor and
developing countries.

1
Simplify, please.
Nothing in the world
is tough to draw.

Just break up a com-
plex subject into basic

parts that are easy
to draw. Gulgul has
a ball-like face with

a ‘v’ nose and a wide
‘U’ for a smile. Her
father has a box face! 

Words Invented By ShakespeareWords Invented By ShakespeareWords Invented By Shakespeare

Learn to draw 
a memorable character 

Learn to draw 
a memorable character 

Learn to draw 
a memorable character 

CALLING ALL FUTURE ILLUSTRATORS:

02 “Life is short, but there is always time 
enough for courtesy.”

RALPH WALDO EMERSON, POET

READ. PLAY. LEARN
MONDAY, DECEMBER 14, 2020


