
“One day, you will be old enough to
start reading fairytales again.” 

C.S. LEWIS, The Chronicles of Narnia 03
CLICK HERE: FOR PAGE 3 AND 4
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no matter how scary, they are
metaphors for dealing with small or
insurmountable difficulties in our own
lives, and making us believe that we
can overcome them.

GOOD VS EVIL
There are great evils in this world, real
or magical. And they have to be fought.
Whether Sauron, Voldemort or The
White Witch, they all represent human
beings’ unending need for absolute
power at the cost of human lives and
Nature. The Good vs Evil fight may
seem clichéd but no fight against evil
is ever a small fight. A small step to-
wards fighting evil, in fact, is a giant
step towards all mankind.

EPIC VILLAINS
Let’s divide this category in four
types: The first is the classic

anti-hero, like Sauron or
Voldemort, who set up
the good vs evil fight

because of their desire
for world domination at

any cost. The next type
of villain are the an-
tagonists, who
choose the side of
evil for selfish gains,
like Saruman. These
villains often play
second fiddle to the
main antagonist. A
good example of this
is the Malfoy family

in the ‘Harry Potter’
series. The third are

evil organisations like
the Capitol in ‘Hunger

Games’, Hydra in ‘The
Avengers’, The Magisterium

in ‘His Dark Materials’. And
the last, but not the least is the

fight within the mind of a charac-
ter between grey, evil and good. For
eg., Gollum, Frodo in LoTR.

MAN VS NATURE
Fantasy novelists can be called the first
nature preservers in literature. Often
trees, rivers, earth, are magical char-
acters that have names and power in
fantasy novels. From JRR Tolkien to
George RR Martin, classic fantasy au-
thors have all based their themes on
human beings’ capacity to destroy na-
ture, and what it means for genera-
tions that come after them.

THE RELUCTANT
HERO
Frodo Baggins, Harry Potter or Katniss
Everdeen, they are all reluctant heroes
pushed towards a journey or danger by
circumstances. They find themselves,
leading the charge from the front, often
lost, dejected and in need of help – most-
ly provided by friendship or mentor-
ship. They take the most arduous jour-
neys to come out on top; as we all must,
but also learn to lose things on the way.

EXCLUSIVE PHRASES
Direwolves, balrog, quidditch, daemons,
doppelgangers… the list is actually end-
less in terms of specific phrases used
by various novelists to describe their
own world of magic. These magical
words expand our vocabulary and lets
us develop our powers of imagination.

CHANGING WORLDVIEW
One of the greatest treasures of read-
ing is to open our minds to possibili-
ties beyond our own reality. Fantasy
often makes it easy for impressionable
minds to think beyond the boxes or
stereotypes we often find ourselves in,
and force us to think of possibilities
beyond the horizon. The only thing we
need to understand about worldviews
is that it’s always subject to change be-
cause we cannot ever know it all.
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1How many times does “Yahoo” appear in actor
Shammi Kapoor’s evergreen track “Yahoo, chahe

koi mujhe junglee kahe?”

2Which Bollywood film was a remake of ‘Seven
Brides for Seven Brothers’?

3This singer was a huge boxing fan and 
met up with ultimate boxing champ,

Muhammad Ali, while on a tour to Chicago in
the late ’70s...

4The Black Eyed Peas 
have frequently used

Indian film music in their
songs. Their pop hit
‘Don't Phunk With My
Heart’ features this

epic Bollywood track.
— Source: spotify.com

FUN MUSIC QUIZ

Answers:
1. 8; 2. ‘Satte 

Pe Satta’; 
3. Mohammed Rafi; 
4. “Yeh mera dil...” 

by Asha Bhosle

His vivid imagery 
apart, Wilde’s
prose describes
complex human 
nature with an
alarming simplicity

It is said that till the 
age of 8-9, kids
mostly see the

world in black and
white. The early teens are confusing
times though. It’s when we, as peo-
ple, truly begin to see and under-
stand the grey in human nature.
There are very few writers who
can tell us candidly about the mys-
teries of our complex minds – and at
the same time, marvel at the wondrous
nature of human beings, albeit with a bit of
sarcasm. There are innumerable classics by
Wilde, the Irish poet and playwright. Here are
three that can take you from childhood to ado-
lescence if you just keep turning the pages...

The Picture of Dorian Gray
You can call it horror, moral fantasy or just
philosophical, but this book about a young,

good-looking man,
who purchases eter-
nal youth at the ex-
pense of his soul, is
one of the stories
you’ll remember 
for a long time.

The Importance
of Being
Earnest

A critique of London high society and
Victorian mores, this tale of farce and
mistaken identity, is filled with satire
and sarcasm typical of Wilde’s writ-
ing style. 

The Happy Prince and 
Other Tales
A must-have on every bookshelf, this collection
of five short stories, written mainly for children,
has lessons that every adult needs to learn and
relearn throughout his or her life. Apart from
the endearing title story, ‘The Happy Prince’,
this book includes ‘The Selfish Giant’, ‘The
Nightingale and the Rose’, ‘The
Devoted Friend’ and ‘The
Remarkable Rocket’.

1Winter is Here by Kevin
Henkes, illustrated by Laura
Dronzek: Caldecott Medalist

and award-winning author Kevin
Henkes’ captivating text
introduces basic concepts of
language and the unique beauty
of the winter season. Laura
Dronzek’s expressive paintings
beautifully capture the joyful
wonders of winter.

2Before Morning by 
Joyce Sidman,
illustrated by Beth

Krommes: There are planes
to fly and buses to catch, 
but a child uses the power 
of words, in the form of an
invocation, to persuade 
fate to bring her family a
snow day. 

3Here Comes Jack Frost 
by Kazuno Kohara: On a
cold morning, a lonely

boy wishes for
something to do. But his
animal friends are
all hibernating.
When he meets
Jack Frost, he
discovers
how
enchanting
winter can
be, even with

animals hibernating.

4The Snowy Day by Ezra 
Jack Keats: In this Caldecott
Award-winning book, a boy

named Peter experiences the joy
of a snowy day. First published
in 1962, this now-classic book
broke the colour barrier in
mainstream children’s
publishing. The vivid and
ageless illustrations and text

have
earned a
place in the

pantheon of great American
children’s literature.

5Got to Get to Bear’s! by 
Brian Lies: Bear never
asks for anything. But

when a
letter
arrives
for a  chipmunk named Izzy,
urgently requesting her
presence, she can’t refuse
either. Even if there is a blizzard
on the way. This heart-warming
tale of friendship from best-
selling author Brian Lies will
melt hearts of children and
adults alike.

Film: The Princess Diaries
Character: Mia
Thermopolis

Played by: Anne
Hathaway
Oscar-nominated costume
designer Gary Jones has

clothed everyone – from
Katharine Hepburn, Frank

Sinatra to Sandra Bullock. In
this film, when Mia

finally decides she is
willing to live her life
as a princess, she
needs a dress fit for

a princess, and she
gets it too. Her
gorgeous white
strapless dress was

topped off with a
pretty,
intricately

designed tiara.

Film: Titanic
Character: Rose DeWitt
Bukater
Played by: Kate Winslet
Remember Rose’s sequinned gown
from the scene in ‘Titanic’ as she
waits for Jack on the staircase? That
dress apart (in pic.) intricate
Edwardian gowns that Winslet wore
for the film earned costume
designer Deborah Lynn Scott an
Academy Award in 1998. “I wanted it
to be as accurate as possible, so I
really studied the period and got the
nuances of the styles down,” she
said in an interview. The dress
featured a sharp square neckline
and was paired with white silk
gloves and a large jewelled
necklace.

Film: Cleopatra
Character: Cleopatra
Played by: Elizabeth Taylor
Large gold jewellery, graphic winged
eyeliner and glamorous outfits. The
60s film is one Elizabeth Taylor’s
most defining roles. Costume
designer Renie Conley won the 1963
Academy Award for Best Costume
Design (along with Irene Sharaff and
Vittorio Nino Novarese), for her
creation of Taylor’s stunning gowns,
which placed emphasis on the
actress’ beauty. The winged eyeliner
and eye-heavy make-up worked
equally well with the costumes

Film: Black Panther
Character: Nakia
Played by: Lupita Nyong’o
Costume designer Ruth E Carter

created the beautiful attires
steeped in African culture and
heritage for ‘Black Panther’.
Carter — as with all her
previous films: ‘Malcolm X’,
‘Selma’, ‘The Butler’, and
‘Amistad’ — builds
characters and worlds
with fabric. She’s made
a career out of
recreating historically
accurate clothing for
period films. This
empowering
warriors’
embroidered red
armour, with metal
plates doubling up
as bracelets and
necklaces, 
stands out.

Source: Glamour.com
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5 illustrated books
to usher in winter

Haimanti.Mukherjee@timesgroup.com

T
ruth, it is often said, is
stranger than fiction. Good
stories, whether from pages
of a novel or a film screen,
awe us. Mostly, the stories

that stay with us are of incredible jour-
neys, the indefatigable human spirit,
perseverance in the face of insur-
mountable difficulties, and the magical
(or the very real) courage shown by peo-
ple to rise above it all. But to rise, one
must fall. Fall hard, and learn to rise.
That’s what fantasy stories are all about.
Fantasy and reality should never be
thought in terms of “either/or”. All good
things begin in our head – with imagi-
nation. As per the greatest authors and
filmmakers, there are certain elements
in the genre of fantasy that has us
hooked. Let’s find out what they are, and
why they have such hold over us.

SPECIFIC MAGIC 
SYSTEM
There is a specific set of magic that
works in every work of fantasy, as
deemed fit by the author or creator of
the work at hand. The way magic
works in ‘Harry Potter’ isn’t the same
as the one in Narnia. The more you
read fantasy, the more you’ll be intro-
duced to different worlds of magic,

each more wondrous than the last.

TREACHEROUS 
JOURNEYS
The road is long and hard. And every
hero, be it Frodo, Harry Potter or Al-
ice, have to be on a treacherous path to
find the meaning of life. The bottom-
line is there is no learning till you’ve
spent a good amount of time on the
road. The road is often a metaphor for
our journey in life as we grow older, or
the journey within (becoming aware of
ourselves with each passing day).

FORBIDDEN
ROMANCES
Whether it’s Snow White or ‘Star
Wars’, the world, oftentimes,
stands firm on not letting
beating hearts meet. Forbid-
den romances are of-
ten fantasy writers’
way of breaking age-old
societal stereotypes, or, es-
tablishing that
lovers can heal
wounds of warring
factions, tribes, and
cultural differences
that prejudice our views.

MYTHICAL
CREATURES
Where would we all be
without fairies,
gnomes, trolls, dragons,
unicorns or serpents? Fan-
tasy writer Neil Gaiman
had once said: “Fairy tales
are more than true: not because
they tell us that dragons exist, but
because they tell us that dragons can
be beaten.” Though mythical creatures
can be good or bad in novels, mostly,

Let to right: Anne Hathaway, Kate Winslet, Elizabeth Taylor, Lupita Nyong’o

1010fantastical
elements of
FANTASY

What are the elements that
make for a good fantasy
novel or film? Magic,
potions, witches, fairies,
dragons - or reality? It may
seem contradictory, but
it’s not. Read on…

Mohammed Rafi (singer) with Muhammad Ali (boxer) in Chicago

Why everyone must read at least 3
Oscar Wilde classics, if not more...



“If you persevere long enough, if you do the right things long enough,
the right things will happen.”

MANON RHEAUME, FORMER CANADIAN ICE HOCKEY GOALTENDER
SIMPLY SPORTS
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Sport climbing is a discipline
within rock climbing. In the 2020
Summer Games, athletes will be
climbing on artificial climbing
walls in which three formats will
be run – bouldering, lead climb-
ing and speed climbing.

Speed: Two climbers secure safety
ropes to themselves and attempt
to scale a 15m-high wall, set at an
angle of 95 degrees, faster than
their opponent on identical routes.
Winning times for men’s events
tend to be around the five to six-
second mark, while women’s events
are usually won in around seven or
eight seconds. A false start results
in instant disqualification.

Bouldering: In Bouldering, athletes
climb as many fixed routes as they
can within four minutes, on a 4.5m-
high wall equipped with safety mats.

The routes vary in difficulty and
climbers are not per-
mitted to practice
climbing them in
advance. Climbers tackle the
wall without safety ropes
and can try a route again if
they fall during their initial
attempt. 

Lead: Lead involves athletes
attempting to climb as high as they
can on a wall measuring more than
15m in height within six minutes.
The climbers use safety ropes and
attach the rope to quickdraws
(equipment that allows the rope to
run freely while leading) along the
route. When a climber attaches
their rope to the top quickdraw,
they have completed the climb. If a
climber falls, the height (hold num-
ber) attained is recorded. There are
no re-climbs.

2 Karate

This is the first time surfing
has been included in an offi-
cial Olympic programme.

Duke Kahanamoku, a three-
time gold medalist in swim-
ming who is widely considered
the father of modern surfing,
first argued for the sport to be
included in the Olympic pro-
gramme in 1912, according to
the International Surfing
Association.

Events: There will be a men’s
and a women’s event, with 20
on each side expected to
compete on Tsurigasaki
Beach, roughly 92 km south-
east of Tokyo.

Scoring and rules:
Competitors will use short-
boards, with each riding no
more than 25 waves per heat.
Each surfer’s two highest-
scoring waves from each heat
are counted, with judges using
a criteria that includes degree
of difficulty and the types of
manoeuvres completed.

Technique: The tube ride is the
most recognisable trick, involv-
ing a surfer gliding underneath
the arc of a wave. Aerial
manoeuvres in which surfers
perform a variety of spins and
flips, some inspired by skate-
boarding, are also common.

3 Surfing

This is the first time karate has
featured in the modern
Olympics. Karate is not, howev-
er, a permanent addition to the
programme, and is unlikely to
feature in the 2024 Games.

Events: Competition is broken
down between kata and kumite
events, with kata athletes
demonstrating a pre-set series
of movements against a virtual
opponent and kumite athletes
sparring with one another one-
on-one. There are three kumite
events for men and three for
women, broken down by weight

class, and one kata event each.

Scoring and technique: In kata,
competitors will be judged on a
variety of factors, including the
power and speed of hits and
kicks, as well as the transition
from various movements.

In kumite competition, athletes
secure points for landing hits on
their opponents. Athletes can
earn between one and three
points per hit, with three points
reserved for the toughest
manoeuvres, including an upper-
level kick.

1 Sport Climbing

Introduced: Baseball first officially
joined the Games in 1992, after fea-
turing as a demonstration or exhibi-
tion event periodically since 1904.

Softball became an Olympic event
for the first time in 1996. Both base-
ball and softball were left off the
lineup for the 2012 and 2016 Games.

Events: Baseball is a men’s-only
tournament, whereas softball fea-
tures only women. Each tourna-

ment features six teams.

Rules and technique: Baseball and
softball feature many of the same
standard rules. Games are played
over nine innings, with three outs per
side per innings. Additional innings
are played in the event of a tie.

Olympic softball differs from base-
ball in a few critical aspects. The
most apparent for spectators is
the pitch: softball features an

underarm pitch whereas baseball
pitchers throw over arm.

The standard softball field is also
slightly smaller, with the pitcher’s
mound slightly closer to the bat-
ter’s box.

Both baseball and softball are a
mix of brains and brawn:
Anticipating your opponent’s next
move can be as valuable as knock-
ing a crowd-pleasing homerun out

of the park.

Top competitors: United States has
been dominant in softball, winning
gold at the first three Olympics in
which the sport appeared.

In baseball, Cuba is a consistently
strong performer, winning at three of
the five Games in which the sport
featured. Japan and the US, where
the sport is wildly popular, are also
frequently on the podium.

Often seen as renegade or rebel-
lious, characterised by dizzying
midair twists and turns, skate-
boarding will make its way into
the structured and mainstream
world of the Olympic Games.
There will be two disciplines in the
2020 Games, namely, Park and
Street. In each event, 20 men and
20 women will participate, with a
total of 80 athletes. One slot in
each event is reserved for the
Games’ hosts, Japan.

Park: Park competitions take
place on a hollowed-out course
featuring a series of complicated
curves — some resembling large
dishes and dome-shaped bowls.

From the bottom of the cavity,
the curved surfaces rise steeply,
with the upper part of the incline
either vertical or almost vertical.
Among the attractions of park
competitions are the immense
heights achieved by climbing the
curves at speed and performing
amazing mid-air tricks.

Street: Street involves skating on
a course involving reproductions of
obstacles naturally found within the
urban environment such as
handrails, benches, stair sets and
boxes. Skaters are awarded points
for the difficulty of the manoeuvres
they perform. 

Source: tokyo2020.org & Agencies 

4 Baseball and Softball 5 Skateboarding

Baseball Softball

NEW SPORTS SET TO SPICE UP
THE TOKYO OLYMPICS 
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These sports are either making their
big debut or returning to the sporting
world’s biggest stage. Here’s what you
need to know
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