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Species are facing threats from
changes in wildfires
globally, warns a study.
A large proportion of
these species is
critically-endangered
or vulnerable

FACTOID

4,400

16 % 
MAMMALS

19 % 
BIRDS

➤ Those species include 19 per 
cent of birds, 16 per cent of mam-
mals, 17 per cent of dragonflies and 19
per cent of legumes that are classified
as critically- endangered, endangered
or vulnerable," said researchers.

➤ The study found that the species 
categorised as threatened by an 
increase in fire frequency or intensity,
include the orangutan in Indonesia and
mallee emu-wren in Australia

THE CONCERN: Recent
fires have burned ecosys-
tems, where wildfire has
historically been rare or
absent —from the tropical
forests of Queensland,
Southeast Asia and South
America to the Tundra of
the Arctic Circle

NEED OF THE HOUR:
According to experts,
emerging actions include
large-scale habitat restora-
tion,  creation of low-flam-
mability green spaces and let-
ting bushfires burn under the
right conditions. The role of
people is really important, they
add stating that indigenous fire
stewardship will enhance biodi-

versity and human well-
being in many regions 
of the world

19 %
LEGUMES DRAGONFLIES

17%

Among the most
common words
were ‘quaranteen’
— a teenager in
lockdown, ‘lock-
stalgia’, feeling
nostalgic about
lockdown, and
‘coronnial’, a 
person, who was
born during the
coronavirus 
pandemic 

‘QUARANTINE’
as word of the YEAR 2020

Cambridge dictionary names C
ambridge Dictionary has
revealed that its word of
the year is 'quarantine'.
The dictionary’s editors

said that it was the third most-
searched-for word of the year,
but comes in at number one once
you discount words that recur al-
most every year, such as 'hello' and

'dictionary'. Cambridge Dictionary
has said that the word acquired new
meaning during lockdown, and has
therefore been given an added def-
inition. "A general period of time
in which people are not allowed
to leave their homes or travel
freely, so that they do not catch
or spread a disease," it reads.

➤According to the dictionary, 'quarantine' was
searched for the most in between March 18 and
March 24, when restrictions began to be imposed
due to the pandemic ➤Alongside 'quarantine',
other coronavirus-related words, including 'pan-
demic' and 'lockdown', ranked highly on Cambridge
Dictionary’s most popular list for 2020
➤There were also several new words added to the
dictionary, including ‘HyFlex’, short for hybrid flexi-
ble, a term used to describe a style of teaching
that sees some students participating in a class
virtually ➤’Elbow bump’ was also added as a way
of referring to a friendly greeting that allows peo-
ple to maintain social distancing

BEYONCÉ, TAYLOR
SWIFT AND DUA
LIPA DOMINATE
2021 GRAMMY
NOMINATIONS

Beyoncé, Taylor Swift and Dua Lipa
dominate the nominations for the
63rd annual Grammy Awards, lead-

ing a diverse if somewhat scattershot col-
lection of artistes for the January’s edi-
tion of music’s top awards show.

MUSIC

1Beyoncé, with the most nods overall,
received nine nominations in eight
categories, including both record and

song of the year for 'Black Parade'.  In the
best record category, Beyoncé will com-
pete against herself as the featured guest
on Megan Thee Stallion’s hit ‘Savage’

2 Swift, whose last two LPs received
minimal attention from the
Grammys — and did not win any

prizes — got six nominations, including
five for ‘Folklore,’ the blockbuster
album she recorded during the coron-
avirus pandemic

3 Lipa, the British dance-pop star
is up for the album of the year
for ‘Future Nostalgia’ 

4 Other top nominees for next
year’s show, which is scheduled
for Jan 31, include rapper Roddy

Ricch, with six in four categories, and
Brittany Howard,
the frontwoman
and guitarist
of the band
Alabama
Shakes, with
five for her
solo debut

NOW, CALLERS MAY HAVE
TO PREFIX '0' FOR MAKING
CALLS FROM LANDLINES TO
MOBILE PHONES

DRINKING COCOA
CAN MAKE YOU
SMARTER: STUDY

Researchers have revealed that in-
creased consumption of flavanols
— a group of molecules, which

occur naturally in fruit and vegetables

— can increase your mental agility. The
study found that people given a cocoa
drink containing high levels of fla-
vanols were able to complete certain
cognitive tasks more efficiently than
when drinking a non-flavanol en-
riched-drink.

Twitter Inc has released plans for its new policy on
how people are "verified" on the site, an area the
company has long promised to revamp to address

confusion and criticisms over the blue check-mark
badges it uses to authenticate the identity of prominent
accounts. Twitter said, it paused public submissions for
verification in 2017 after hearing feedback that the pro-
gramme "felt arbitrary and confusing to many people." Come January 1, landline users across India

will need to prefix all calls to any mobile phone
with a ‘0’ , with the department of telecom-

munications (DoT) calling on telcos to modify the
dialling pattern for such calls in line with the sec-
tor regulator's recommendations.

BUZZ

TECH BUZZ

HEALTH

➤The move is likely to 
create fresh numbering resources for 
mobile services amid the continuing rise in
India's mobile user base and the decline in
wireline connections

➤Back in May, the TRAI had recommend-
ed to the DoT that all calls from

fixed-lines to mobiles numbers be
pre-fixed with a ‘0’, saying such a
move would generate a whopping
2,544 million additional number-
ing resources for mobile services.

It had also clarified that it wasn’t
suggesting an 11-digit

numbering plan for
mobiles, but merely

prefixing the
existing 10-digit
mobile numbers
with a ‘0’, when
called from
landlines

Flavanols, a sub-group of
plant flavonoids, are present

in cocoa, grapes,
apples, tea, berries

and other foods.
They are known to

have a beneficial
effect on cardiovas-

cular health, but their
effects on brain health are

not well understood

➥ The company has laid out more detailed criteri-
attps://help.twitter.com/en/managing-your-

account/about-twitter-verified-accounts for the "core
types" of notable, active accounts it will verify, such
as government officials, companies, non-profits,
news organisations, entertainers, sports teams,

athletes and activists
➥ Twitter said, it may also verify accounts that meet
other standards, such as being one of the top-followed
accounts in the user's country 

TWITTER PLANS TO
RELAUNCH VERIFICATION
PROGRAMME NEXT YEAR

CLICK HERE: PAGE 1 AND 2

I’m privileged, but only
because that was God’s will.

God made me play well. He gave
me the ability at birth
- DIEGO MARADONA

GOODBYE
Maradooo!!!
1 Diego Maradona started his story as a player in the

Villa Fiorito neighbourhood in Buenos Aires and
over the decades he became a soccer great.

2 He debuted with Argentinos Juniors and then
jumped to the  Boca Juniors, where in 1981 ,he

got his first title as a professional soccer player.
Then, it was off to Europe, and his legend began.

3 He won three titles with the Barcelona club, becom-
ing a world soccer figure. But Maradona won a place

as one of the all-time greats, when he led Argentina to
the 1986 World Cup title
in Mexico, where he
scored one of the most
storied goals in soccer
history — the ‘Hand of
God’ goal that helped
defeat England in a
quarterfinal match

4Maradona retired
in 1997, but his

stint with soccer
remained as
Argentina's coach

I lost a great friend
and the world lost a
legend. There is still
much to be said,
but for now, may
God give strength
to family members.
One day, I hope we
can play ball
together in the sky 
PELE

More on PAGE 3

D on’t blame the kids for
forgetting the lessons,
let’s make the lessons

unforgettable for them, said educa-
tion reformist and guest speaker
SSoonnaamm  WWaannggcchhuukk at the HP
Reinvent The Classroom, an initia-
tive by The Times of India and
Times Newspaper In Education
(NIE), to an audience comprising
school principals, administrators
and panelists from diverse back-
grounds—education, technology
and government services.

Wangchuk laid out the deficien-
cies in the current education sys-
tem, which has seen little refor-
mation for over three decades,
and drew the blueprint of what the
future class would be like.

Can you imagine school as an
action lab, an experiential zone
that you need to visit only three
days a week? That is what the
future of hybrid model of educa-
tion would be like, according to
Wangchuk, ending the ‘digital
apartheid’ in India and giving
access to experiential learning to
every child – from remote villages
to cities—in the country.

THE INDEPENDENT
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How to
measure
your child’s
progress during

virtual 
learning

1
Blackboard out, laptop screens on and turning to online
assignments - children, along with their parents have
got accustomed to online learning in the last 7-8
months. Most schools are shut due to Covid-19 fear

with no clear timeline for reopening. 

VIRTUAL EDUCATION HAS
BECOME THE NEW NORMAL!

2
Virtual education has been a game-changer in many
ways. It has also been different, in terms that
instead of a competitive physical classroom environ-
ment where a student could be properly examined,

the standards of mapping performance and progress have
altered. But, when a child is in his or her budding years,
when the learning really matters, how do you measure if your
child is really making progress? While kids may still be sub-
jected to exams, here are few creative ways to quiz your
kid’s learning prowess in the virtual setting.

TALK TO THEM ABOUT THEIR
CLASSES

3
One of the simplest ways to map your child’s per-
formance in the virtual setting is to engage in a con-
versation with them. This might be something a lot
of parents may already be doing in traditional

schooling system. Try talking to your children at the dinner
table, when you take them shopping, and make learning a
two-way process. The more you talk to them, more likely are
they to be interested in opening up about their classes. 

Keeping in mind the challenges faced by
teachers and students, we are ready with

solutions. We are going to get behind teachers and
leaders and share our insights in education, latest
research into practical effective technology
strategies, programmes and solutions that
we are launching for schools across India.

SURASHREE RAHANE, product manager – Education and

Chromebooks, India, Sri Lanka and Bangladesh market, HP

4
This is the time when a lot of
students are being subjected
to open-book tests and virtual
exam. Measuring a child’s

learning in the present setting may
be somewhat different. Rather than
focussing on the quantitative
assessment, think about what they
are learning contextually. 

IS YOUR CHILD PERFORMING
WELL AT SCHOOL?

PROGRESS, NOT MARKS IS THE
CRITERIA TO LOOK OUT FOR

5
Consider online schooling
to be the time when you
get to put your child’s
creative genius to test. If

your child has adopted new skills
in the lockdown, extend class-
room learning skills onto other
areas like daily skills such as
planning meals and so on. 

INTRODUCE CREATIVE 
PROJECTS AND CHALLENGES

6
Last but not least, one of the best ways to map your
child’s progress is to see for yourself how he or she
sits in the class. Consider this a benefit of the virtu-
al setting, when you can check for your own self if

your child is doing well. Check whether your child asks ques-
tions, is eager to answer or exhibits good interaction. 

CHECK IF THEY ARE 
INQUISITIVE LEARNERS

How to know if your
child has special needs
T

here are many types of
special needs that are
visible when you see a
child. But there are
some, where we need to

look keenly for signs that may be
indicative of a problem that needs
our intervention.

Disabilities like visual impair-
ments, cerebral palsy, hearing im-
pairments may be easier to detect.
But many learning disabilities like

dyslexia, dysgraphia, dyscalculia,
autism and attention deficit disor-
der may be harder to detect at first.

Every child is different and 
develops at his own pace, but there
are key milestones that are impor-
tant to monitor. Language, motor
development and sensory delays
could be identified in the first year
of the child’s life.

Headbanging, self-biting and
other inappropriate re-
actions to situations
gives an indica-
tion of possible
behavioural
issues.

➤ Failing to pay attention to
details, sustain attention over
activities including play. Not lis-
tening when spoken to directly.

➤ If the child is not able to follow
instructions and fails to finish aca-
demic work, basic chores and

responsibilities, he/she may
be struggling with

taking

commands and organisational skills.

➤ Ignoring the tasks that require
sustained attention and concen-
tration. Being forgetful, showing
carelessness and getting easily
distracted.

➤ Talking too much, fidgetiness
and difficulty with quiet play.

➤ Interrupting conversations, not
being able to wait for their turn,
saying answers out of their turn.

The child seems to be constant-
ly ‘on the go’.

➤ Difficulty in learning language
and child’s inability to read age-
appropriate material, spelling
skills or oral language that are not
matched to an expected age. 

➤ Children who have other
members in the family who

have difficulty in reading,
writing and spelling

should be moni-
tored closely.

SURYAKUMARI DENNISON, teacher, 

Aavishkar Academy, Bengaluru

Replace the underlined word in each of the
following with the one closest to it in
meaning. Choose from the four options.

1 THE BOY WAS THRILLED TO RECEIVE A BOOK
FROM HIS UNCLE.
A. distressed B. delighted
C. discouraged D. determined

2 NOBODY BELIEVED THE GIRL WHO WAS
ALWAYS UNTRUTHFUL.
A. mendacious B. mediocre
C. mischievous D. marvellous

3 HE WAS REVERED BY EVERYONE BECAUSE
OF HIS SELFLESS SERVICE.
A. vanquished B. vindicated
C. vilified D. venerated

4 SHE SKILLFULLY SET TO WORK AND
REPAIRED THE OLD CLOCK.
A. abruptly B. adequately
C. adroitly D. aggressively

5 THE POLICE WERE BAFFLED BY THE
ABSENCE OF CLUES AT THE CRIME
SCENE.
A. perplexed B. pacified
C. pleased D. protected

6 THE SIGHT OF PEOPLE BEING CRUEL TO 
ANIMALS IS HATEFUL TO ME.
A. opulent B. odious
C. obliging D. obsolete

Replace the underlined word in each of the
following with the one closest to it in
meaning. Choose from the four options.

ANSWERS: 1.B. delighted 2.A. mendacious 3.D. venerated 
4.C. adroitly 5.A. perplexed 6.B. odious

Q.1) Which state hosted the
21st Mines Environment &

Mineral Conservation week?
A. Odisha B. Gujarat 

C. Maharashtra D. Uttar Pradesh

Q.2) Which institute has
developed an
Agricopter

drone to elimi-

nate manual spraying of pes-
ticides in agricultural fields?
A. IIT Bombay B. IIT Delhi 

C. IIT Kanpur     D. IIT Madras

Q.3) Indian players Harmeet
Desai and Ayhika Mukherjee
have won gold in the recent
Commonwealth tournament.
Which sport did they play?

A. Table Tennis

B. Badminton 

C. Shooting D. Athletics

Q.4) Which is
the purest form
of carbon?
A. Diamond 

B. Coal 

C. Graphite D. Coke

QUIZ TIME (CURRENT AFFAIRS) KNOWLEDGE BANK 

Euglena 
Euglena is a genus of single cell flagel-
late eukaryotics. It is neither a plant,
animal nor fungi. It is the best known and
most widely studied member of the class
Euglenoidea, a diverse group containing
some 54 genera and at least 800
species. Species of Euglena are found in
freshwater and salt water. They are often
abundant in quiet inland waters where
they may bloom in numbers sufficient to
colour the surface of ponds and ditches
in a green or red hue.

SCIENCE

1. A) Odisha, 2. D) IIT Madras, 3. A) Table Tennis, 4. A) Diamond

Activities

A N S W E R S

1A is father of B and
C. B is the son of

A. But C is not the
son of A. How is C
related to A?
A. Niece 
B. Son-in-law
C. Daughter 
D. Grandson

2If GIVE is coded as
5137 and BAT is

coded as 924, how is
GATE coded?

A. 5427   B. 5247 

C. 5724   D. 2547

3Hari is twice as
old as Johnny, who

is three years older
than Rahul. If Hari’s
age is five times
Rahul’s age, how old is
Johnny?
A. 2 years  B. 4 years 
C. 5 years  D. 8 years

4A B C, D and E are
5 schools facing

towards north. A is in
the middle of E and B.
E is to the right of D.
If C and D are at two
ends, which school is
on the left side of C?
A. E, B. A, C. D, D. B 

CHECK YOUR APTITUDE

ANSWERS: 1. C) Daughter 2. B) 5247 3. C) 5 years 4. D) B

➤ Learning disabilities
like dyslexia, dyscalcu-
lia, autism and atten-
tion deficit disorder is
difficult to detect in
very young kids INDICATORS OF ATTENTION DEFICIT 

DISORDERS INCLUDE

02 “Life is short, but there is always time 
enough for courtesy.”

RALPH WALDO EMERSON, POET

FAMILY TIME
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