
I believe in everything until it’s disproved. So I believe in fairies, the
myths, dragons. It all exists, even if it’s in your mind. Who’s to say that

dreams and nightmares aren’t as real as the here and now?” 
JOHN LENNON, singer 03FILMS.BOOKS.MUSIC
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W
hy is it that we love
watching wunderkinds
and child prodigies in
action? Case in point,
‘The Queen’s Gambit’,

a web mini-series based on author Wal-
ter Tevis’s 1983 novel, that follows an or-
phan chess prodigy, Beth Harmon, dur-
ing her quest to become the world’s great-
est chess player. The series became a
quick hit as it gets chess right, and ex-
plores humanity’s  collective obsession
with genius kids and their determined
pursuits. Here are a few books by ge-
niuses that’ll satisfy your curiosity.

Encyclopedia of Claims, Frauds,
and Hoaxes of the
Occult and
Supernatural  by
James Randi 
Born Randall Zwinge in
Toronto, Canada, in 1928,
James Randi was a child
prodigy with an IQ of 168.
He was interested in mag-
ic from a young age. From
the 1940s, he worked as a

stage magician and escape artist, even-
tually calling himself ‘The Amazing
Randi’. As an escapologist he had held
two Guinness World Records: for beat-
ing Harry Houdini’s time for being
sealed in an underwater coffin (one
hour and 44 minutes), and for being en-
cased in a block of ice for 55 minutes!
While he enjoyed amazing audiences
with his feats of escapology and sleight
of hand, Randi had no time for so-called
psychics and faith healers, exposing
numerous fraudsters with his knowl-
edge of a magician’s tricks.

Randi wrote several books debunking
paranormal phenomena and other hoax-
es, the most popular one being ‘Ency-
clopedia of Claims, Frauds, and Hoaxes
of the Occult and Supernatural’ that Ran-
di co-wrote with author Arthur C.Clarke,

in 1995. The book addresses top-
ics like  the abominable snow-
man,astrologer Jeane Dixon,and
the monster of Loch Ness. It also
exposes the cranks, charlatans
and myths of past and present.

Gone: A Life Unstrung by
Min Kym
For professional musicians, the
instrument on which they play
is more than just a tool of the

trade. It can also be a muse, a partner
and a voice. And losing one can be a
traumatic experience as child prodi-
gy. Author Min Kym discovered.

Born in South Korea and raised in
UK, she started playing the violin at the
age of 6, and won her first competition
at 11. At 16, she became the youngest
ever foundation scholar at the Royal Col-
lege of Music; at 27, the first recipient

of the Heifetz Prize.
In ‘Gone: A Girl, A
Violin, A Life Un-
strung’ Kym shared
an honest account of
her childhood with
all the highs and pit-
falls that come with
being a child prodigy.
One of the main
themes of the story is
of finding her perfect
partner — rare 1696
Stradivarius violin  —  only to have it
stolen away. For Kym, the experience
was so painful that she struggled with
her career before finally channelling her
grief into this poignant memoir.

My Name Is Tani . . . and I
Believe in Miracles by Tani
Adewumi
Tani Adewumi, a 9-year-old homeless
Nigerian refugee,won the 2019 New York
state chess championship after playing
the game for only a year. Now, he is pur-
suing his dream of becoming a grand-
master. In this memoir, the 10-year-old
chess champion writes about how he and
his family fled Boko Haram’s reign of
terror in Nigeria and came to New York.
While waiting to be granted religious
asylum, his family lived in a New York
City homeless shelter.

When Tani began attending school,
his classmates were unaware that he
and his family had no home.Tani asked
his parents if he could join the chess
programme at school,which required
a fee, and at that it seemed unlikely.
But his mother wrote to the coach, who
offered Tani a scholarship. And the rest
became history as Tani went on to win
the 2019 New York state chess 

championship.
In this simple

memoir, Adewu-
mi offers hope,
saying, “I felt I
should write a
book because  peo-
ple can learn from
what happened to
me and my family,
and what God did,
and they can get 
inspired.”

NATALIE PORTMAN
Spotted by a modelling representative at a pizza parlour when she
was 11, Israeli-American actor Portman got the role of an
assassin’s apprentice in 1994’s ‘The Professional’. Portman, who
uses a stage name to protect her family from
media glare, took a break from acting after
that to study psychology at Harvard. She
received the Best Actress Oscar playing a
ballerina going through a complete mental
breakdown in ‘Black Swan’. 

DREW BARRYMORE
The American actor appeared for

commercials since she was 11 months old,
and at the age of 7, landed the role of
Gertie in ‘E.T. The Extra Terrestrial’, which
got her worldwide fame. Her early and

late teens were problematic as an
addiction patient in and out of

rehab. But she got her act
together as an adult and has

been one of the most
dependable and

sought-after actor
90s onwards.
She starred in
hit films like
‘Never Been

Kissed’, ‘50 First
Dates’, ‘Charlie's

Angels’ and many
more. 

KRISTEN
STEWART

Born and raised in
Los Angeles to an

American father and
Australian mother, both of

whom work in show business,
Stewart was first noticed at 12
for her role as the daughter of
Jodie Foster’s character in

‘Panic Room’. The
film earned her a

Young Artist Award
nomination. She then

starred in ‘Speak’,
‘Catch That Kid’,
‘Zathura: A Space
Adventure’. Stewart gained
stardom as the character Bella
in the Twilight series. Since then she has
earned critical acclaim for films like ‘The
Runaways’, ‘Clouds of Sils Maria’ and
‘Welcome to the Rileys’. She received
Bafta and Cesar awards, and was
nominated in many more. 

CHRISTIAN BALE
Bale’s mother was a circus performer and his father, a

talent manager. Since Steven Spielberg cast him
1987’s ‘Empire of the Sun’, Bale has gone from
strength to strength. From critical acclaim (‘The
Machinist’, ‘Ford vs Ferrari’) to commercial
success (The Batman trilogy) Bale has done it all.
He has one Academy Award and two Golden

Globes award among many more. 

LEONARDO DI CAPRIO
Leonardo DiCaprio was around 15 when he held

his own against a tyrannical Robert De
Niro in ‘This Boy’s Life’, and as a

differently-abled boy, along with
Johnny Depp, in ‘What’s Eating
Gilbert Grape’. He then became an
extremely successful
young adult actor
with films like
‘Romeo + Juliet’
and ‘Titanic’. He
won an
Academy

Award for ‘The
Revenant’, one
among his

innumerable
awards

including
Golden Globes,
Bafta, Critics Choice,
Teen Choice awards
and more.

Sources EW.com and others

5 CHILD ACTORS RULING AS
ADULT ACTORS

A prodigy
WRITES

FICTION
The Curious Incident
of the Dog in the
Night-Time by Mark
Haddon: A gifted
genius — with a pen-
chant for rules that
make up his careful-
ly-constructive uni-
verse— learns to
deal with the death of a dog.

Artemis Fowl by
Eoin Colfer: The pro-
tagonist, Artemis
Fowl is a millionaire,
genius, and a crimi-
nal mastermind who
takes on the dan-
gerous world of
fairies. And he’s 12. 

A still from ‘The Queen’s Gambit’

As you go for Barack Obama’s latest biography ‘A Promised
Land’, get your kids interested in this genre with these
books...
1. Reaching for the Moon by Buzz Aldrin:
Astronaut Buzz Aldrin’s journey to the moon
didn’t begin when he stepped on to Apollo 11

in July 1969. It began with his
childhood dreams.

2. Levi Strauss Gets a Bright
Idea: A Fairly Fabricated Story

of a Pair of Pants by Tony
Johnston: A loose, tall-tale
account, “stretched to

near popping”, of how
Levi Strauss came to be
credited with creating
the blue jeans that still

bear his name.
3. Eleanor by Barbara Cooney: A children’s picture book
biography of Eleanor Roosevelt’s childhood that describes

her as a shy girl who goes on to do great
things.
4. Grandfather’s Journey by Allen Say: This
tale about Say’s grandfather is of one man’s
love for two countries and his constant
desire to be in both places – Japan and the
United States.
5. Boys of Steel: The Creators of Superman
by Marc Nobleman: Written by Nobleman
and illustrated by Ross MacDonald, this is
the first picture book biography of
Superman creators Jerry Siegel and Joe
Shuster, and is the first-ever stand-alone
biography of the pair.

We found the answer in
some author’s quotes 

“Make it a rule never to give a child a
book you would not read yourself.

– George Bernard Shaw
“Classic (is often) a book
which people praise and
don’t read. (Make sure
your children do).”

– Mark Twain

“If you don’t like to read, you haven’t
found the right book.”

– J.K. Rowling
“A great book should leave 

you with many experiences,
and slightly exhausted 

at the end. You live
several lives while
reading.”

– William Styron
“It is a good rule after

reading a new book,
never to allow

yourself another
new one till you

have read an old one
in between.”

– C.S. Lewis

1. Which singer is a godmother to Elton John’s
two sons?
2. Who is the lead
singer of Pearl
Jam?
3. What was Elvis
Presley’s first hit? 
4. Which Pink Floyd album
features a prism on the cover?
5. What instrument is used by
the indigenous people of Australia
to accompany ceremonial dancing and
singing?
6. Which Beatle band member had dyslexia?
7. Which American rapper originally went by
the name Lesane Parish Crooks?
8. What legendary US festival that hosted
over 350,000 fans took place in 1969?
9. Name any three of the bands that were
part of the "British Invasion' in the 1960s?
10. What style of music that emerged in
the 1970s featured themes of heavier
and louder music and anti-
establishment lyrics?

ANSWERS
1 Lady Gaga; 2 Eddie Vedder; 3
Heartbreak Hotel in 1956; 4 Dark Side
Of The Moon’; 5 Didgeridoo; 
6 John Lennon; 7 Tupac; 8 Woodstock;
9 The Rolling Stones, The Who, The
Beatles; 10 Punk rock

Thoughtcatalogue.com,
thepeoplehistory.com

5 BIOGRAPHIES TO GET YOUR KIDS STARTED

HOW TO PICK A BOOK
FOR A CHILD? 

SHALL WE TAKE A
MUSIC QUIZZ?

COCO (2017)
Young Miguel dreams
of becoming a great
musician but there’s a
problem. His family
has a generations-old-
ban on music! But
why? Miguel must
travel to the Land of
The Dead to solve the
mystery and sing to his heart’s content. 

JOURNEY TO THE
CENTER OF THE WORLD
(2008)
Adapted from the classic science fiction
novel by author Jules Verne, this
adaptation has Brendan Fraser embarking
on a quest to find out what happened to his
missing brother… till he finds himself

trapped in the centre of the earth!

MADAGASCAR (2005)
Longing to roam free, Marty, the zebra
from Central Park Zoo, escapes. A botched
rescue attempt by his companions, Alex,
the content lion; Melman, the skittish
giraffe, and Gloria, the resolute hippo, find
themselves in crates and off to
Madagascar!

JUMANJI (1995)
While exploring an old
mansion, the siblings Peter
(Bradley Pierce) and Judy
Shepherd (Kirsten Dunst) find
a curious, jungle-themed
game called Jumanji in the
attic. When they start playing,
all hell breaks loose: giant
bugs, ill-mannered monkeys
and even stampeding rhinos! 

MOANA (2016)
Moana, daughter of chief Tui, breaks
cultural stereotypes of her tribe to go on a
journey in order to return the heart of
goddess, after the plants and the fish on
her island start dying after a blight.

THE POLAR EXPRESS
(2004)
On Christmas Eve, a boy boards the

mysterious train that waits for him:
The Polar Express. He goes onboard
in a magical journey learning about
bravery, magic and the spirit of
Christmas. 

THE CHRONICLES
OF NARNIA
(2005)

Based on CS Lewis’ famous book series,
this first film begins with Lucy and
her siblings finding a magical
wardrobe that takes them on a
journey to a mystical place
called Narnia. 

HAPPY FEET
(2006)
This movie is about the world of
Emperor Penguins, who find
their soulmates through songs.
Then there is one penguin who
just cannot sing. But he can
dance, and how!

8 BELOW
(2006)
This American survival
drama film is about a
group of sled dogs left
behind in a remote part of
Antartica when a

devastating storm
hits; and the effort of
one man to get rescue his dogs 

when all transport and communication
is cut off. 

THE SECRET LIFE OF
PETS (2016)
Max, a spoiled terrier, is aghast when

his owner adopts Duke, a giant dog.
Jealous, he ends up in a truck that’s
going nowhere good. Till they are
rescued by Snowball, the rabbit.

And adventure
begins. 

You may not be able to travel this year, but you can let good stories carry
you wherever you want to go… Give these films a try



It has a defined size and shape
that is a two club-length deep
rectangle measured from the
tee-markers you are playing
your round from. You can
stand outside the teeing area
as long as your ball is within
the teeing area.

Fairway: The fairway is the
best place for you to hit your
ball (and in turn, then hit your
next shot). It’s the part of a
golf course between a tee and
the corresponding green,
where the grass is kept short
which makes it easier to hit
the ball.

Green: The green is where the
hole is located. When
players hit the ball onto
the green, they use a
putter to roll the ball
into the hole. Greens
can vary widely in
shape and size, but
are most com-
monly oval
or oblong
in shape. 

THE TEE AREA IS WHERE
PLAY BEGINS

Made of various 
materials, the ball has
round indentations called
dimples. These reduce drag
and ensure a steady flight.

“Achievements on the golf course are not what matters, decency and
honesty are what matter.” 

TIGER WOODS
SIMPLY SPORTS

SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 21, 2020

A course may include water 
hazards – lakes and rivers,
man-made hazards – bunkers,
and natural hazards – trees or
thick vegetation.

WHAT IS HAZARD?

One of the best golf terms
around, “albatross” refers to
when a player uses three
fewer strokes on a hole than
the par for that hole. There
are only two ways to make an
“albatross”. First, you can
hit your second shot in the
hole on a par 5. Second, you
can make a hole-in-one on a
par 4.

Five tournaments are designat-
ed as majors in women’s golf:

1. ANA Inspiration (USA)

2. U.S. Women’s Open (USA)

3. Women’s PGA
Championship (USA)

4. Women’s British Open  (GB)

5. Evian Championship
(France)

WHAT DOES ‘FORE’
MEAN IN GOLF?

A GOLF BALL WEIGH
APPROXIMATELY 
45 GRAMS
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KO JIN-YOUNG

Each course is unique in size, 
terrain and shape. Each hole
on any course is unique too.
The hole is basically a cup
that is inserted into the
ground. Sometimes, a flagstick
is stuck into the hole, so that
the player can see the hole
from a distance.

PROFESSIONAL GOLF
COURSES HAVE 18 HOLES

MADE 
EASY
MADE 
EASY

A player strikes a small ball
with various clubs from a
series of starting points
(teeing grounds) into a series
of holes on a course. The
player who holes his ball in
the fewest strokes wins.

GOLF IS A 
CROSS-COUNTRY GAME

Top players - Men
Tiger Woods, Rory McIlroy, 

Dustin Johnson, Brooks Koepka, 
Jordan Spieth, Justin Rose and

Justin Thomas

Top players - Women
Ko Jin-young, Nelly Korda, 

Sung Hyun Park, Nasa Hataoka, 
Danielle Kang and Lexi Thompson

NELLY KORDA

PUTT: Any shot taken by a
putter when you are on
the green.

DRIVE: Used to describe a
golfer’s first stroke from
the tee box on every hole.

APPROACH:The shot taken
by a player from the fair-
way to the green.

BANK SHOT: A shot where
a steep slope is used to
manipulate the direction
or speed of the ball.

OVER CLUBBING: Using a
club that will hit the ball
farther than necessary.

AWAY: Refers to the ball
that lies farthest from
the cup when two or
more golfers are play-
ing. The player far-
thest away typically
hits first.

DUFF: A bad
shot.

If you are a beginner, golf may seem too complicated to even try. The lingo used on and off the course
doesn’t help either. However, learning golf terminology will help you pick up the sport faster. We have 

compiled a list of the most commonly-used terms to make you a pro 

OTHER TERMS

Top Indian players - Men 
Anirban Lahiri, Shubhankar Sharma, 
Jeev Milkha Singh, Jyoti Randhawa, 
Shiv Kapur, Arjun Atwal and 
Shiv Chawrasia

Top Indian players - Women
Aditi Ashok, Diksha Dagar, 
Sharmila Nicollet, Smriti 
Mehra and Vani Kapoor

All three of these golf terms
refer to scoring.

“Par” represents the number
of strokes an expert golfer is
expected to make on the hole
or course. Every golf hole has a
“par” assigned to it. Most
holes are either a par 3, par 4,
or par 5. On a par 4, an expert
golfer is expected to take 4
strokes to get his ball in the
hole. If you make a 4 on a par
4, you have just tallied a “par”.

“Birdie” and “bogey” are sim-
ple once you understand the
concept of par. A player makes
a “birdie” when he uses one
fewer strokes than the par of
the hole. If a player needs one
stroke more than par to finish
a hole, he makes a “bogey.” So,
if you finish a par 4 with only 3
strokes, you make a “birdie”,
but if you take 5 strokes to
complete a par 4, you make a
“bogey”.

WHAT IS A PAR? 
A BIRDIE? A BOGEY?
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“Fore” is what golfers yell
when their golf ball is 
flying dangerously close to
another player.

MAJOR TOURNAMENTS
FOR WOMEN

WHAT DOES ‘ALBATROSS’
MEAN IN GOLF?

A PLAYER IS ALLOWED
A MAXIMUM OF 14 CLUBS
IN A GOLF BAG

The standard 12 clubs in
many golf bags include three
woods, eight irons and a put-
ter. The last two clubs would
depend on the player’s pref-
erence and play needs.

Iron: Metal clubs numbered
one to nine. Lower the num-
ber, the longer the distance
the ball will travel.

Wood: Clubs used to hit the
ball the furthest, usually
from tee shot. These clubs
used to have wooden heads,
hence the name.

Sand wedge: A heavily angled
club used in the sand bunker.

The men’s major golf championships, also
known simply as the majors, are the four
most prestigious events in professional golf:

1. Masters Tournament (USA)

2. U.S. Open (USA)

3. The Open Championship (GB)

4. PGA Championship (USA)

MAJOR TOURNAMENTS
FOR MEN

TIGER WOODS
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