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Over the weekend I painted the
walls. No I did not cover them
with beautiful art work. Instead

I turn them stark white. Surprised? Here
is what happened.

My little brother is known to be the
2-year-old Picasso of our house. He is so
fascinated with colours that his toy cars
and cycles are left for me to play with.

Every time he gives expressing to
an artistic ideas, he does a victory dance.
Books seem too small to give wings to
his imagination so he uses the
wall as his canvas.

Initially we let him do it,
and now he takes full advantage
and with his little hands gives the
walls a lustrous coat with
sketch pens. As far as his
height would permit, all
the walls were dressed
in vivid colours. The
letter "W" has a mag-
ical effect on him. His
eyes sparkle when he
looks at a "W"! Within

2 months our house looked like we had
played holi in it, with at least a dozen
"W's" on each wall! 

Soon he did not have space to draw.
So we decided to whitewash his "Grand
Canvas" to turn his frown upside down.

I got a chance to paint my house
which very few would have got to do in
their holidays. Within a week my dad
and I made the walls look good as new.

Of course, this excited my little
brother and made him repeat
his victory dance.

One might think it is sil-
ly to paint the wall white only

for them to be scrib-
bled on again. It was
a enjoyable, novel ex-
perience and most

satisfying too, to see
the walls look good as
new.

Rosemary George,
class VII, DPS
Whitefield

Iwas intrigued by the book "Lost World"
by Sir Arthur Conan Doyle.

We are well aware of his mastery over
mystery stories, thanks to Sherlock Holmes.
I found his fiction and adventure writing
equally gripping. What is fascinating is that
though the book is set in the Amazon, Doyle
had himself never been to there, but had only
heard about it from his friends and peers.

Like all his narratives, this story too has
Edward Dun Malone, who meets the amaz-
ing Professor Challenger and records his jour-
ney to the Lost World.

The narrative begins with the journalist
Edward Dunn Malone, seeking an exciting,
dangerous assignment. His superior warns
him that there is no task more risky, or haz-
ardous than an interview with the scientist
Professor Challenger. When he eventually
manages to gain the professors trust, he
learns about a potential Lost World that has
ancient creatures.

Even though the book was written many
years ago, in the language of the time, I found
it easy to read. Like with the Sherlock Holmes
series, here too the brilliant characters are
described in detail. You could close your eyes
and the characters will pop out in front of
them.

For several reasons The Lost World could
not be written today. With the benefit of cur-
rent knowledge, it is hard to believe that such
a mix of fauna could exist together in such
a relatively small space. Also, the  mix of char-
acters, genders and race is typical of the ear-
ly 19th century.

The book is "a gripping and electrifying
dinosaur-fuelled adventure." It features sus-
pense, betrayals, surprising revelations, hor-
ror, and elements of mystery. It is one of my
favourite stories and will always have a spe-
cial place in my heart. I'm sure I'll read it
again. An absolute classic.
Shreya D Sharma, class VIII, Sherwood High
School

My greetings to children everywhere: may your childhood be al-
ways filled with innumerable happy moments! 

"A child can teach an adult how to be happy for no reason" says
Paul Coelho. Your bubbling laughter, giggles and guffaws, never-end-
ing chatter and stories, persistent queries, and appeals are infectious!
An hour in your company is inspiring, refreshing and uplifting. In-
deed the soul is healed with sights and
sounds of children.

There is a little genius within each
of you like a genie in Aladdin's Lamp.

There is nothing one sees in a cater-
pillar that tells you about the splen-

did beauty of the butterfly. Ex-
plore your creativity and be like

the unstoppable river that
flows its course! Be conscious
of your actions for a green-
er earth. There is much you
can do to make the world a
better place than we of this
generation have done. I hope
the world will become a safer

place for you and the planet is cleaner than it is now. I hope
you will be the thinkers and movers of society to bring in green

practices, remove societal divisions and hatred. The world needs
individuals who can uphold high ideals of truth, respect and har-

mony which are universal values. You will be part of the so-
lution, to dare to dream for a better world.

We appreciate your energy and curiosity to ask ques-
tions, to speak up, to achieve and accomplish. Never stop
asking those questions. "Look up at the stars and not down
at your feet. Try to make sense of what you see and wonder
about what makes the universe exist. Be curious" (Stephen
Hawking). He frankly believed, "I am just a child who has
never grown up. I still keep asking these how and why ques-

tions. Occasionally I find an answer". I think there are many
adults who believe that there is a child in the heart of many

of us.
Things that are worth doing require hard work, struggle and

effort. Always do the right things the right way, don't take the easy
way out. That's the reason why the words of Kamala Harris who broke

the glass ceiling in USA, ring true, "Dream with ambition, lead with con-
viction".

Tomorrow you will be a Somebody; today you are already Someone we
love. May this Children's Day be as unique as you are!

Agnes Davies, Director (Academics), Sherwood High

Children's Day is around the corner. The
school corridors and classrooms will def-
initely miss the laughter and merriment

of this special day.
It seems befitting then, that

I share how each student is dif-
ferent from the other in their
own unique way. Read on with
a dash of good humour.

Here is a short fun list of
my 'Favourite Five', in no par-
ticular order.

1. The Studious Kind - You'll
always see them absorbed in a
book or two and discussing or
explaining the contents with ut-
most sincerity. They are like a
sponge that can absorb vast
amounts of information with-
out flinching, continuously longing for more.
Are you the one that craves for more?

2. Teachers' Pets - Regardless of how they
are perceived by fellow classmates, they vie for

continuous attention and acknowledgement
from their teachers. They remain undeterred
in their resolve to impress us. They are best

known for the adulation and fond-
ness of their teachers. Teacher's
pet… is that you?

3. The Excited Lot - They are
the ones always bubbling with end-
less energy right from the start of
the day up until the day lasts. They
have taken upon themselves to
pass on their unlimited energy to
the ones around. So, whether or
not their responses are right, we
can always spot one bright-eyed,
eager one from quite afar.

4. The Quiet Solo - Well, they
are quiet and for a reason that the
others might have to figure out.

The teachers may have to struggle and try a lit-
tle more to get them to respond. It is a source
of absolute joy and delight for the teachers the
day such students choose to speak. So, what's

your reason?
5. The Naughty Ones - Now, who can

miss out on this particular and peculiar
bunch? The talk of the staff room, one
can simply not ignore them. Mischief
is always brewing. But then their
jokes, their deviations from the
topic, their playful pranks add
a dash of spice to the class.
As with spices, sometimes
less is more!

I am certain that both
teachers and students alike
can think of more variations
to this list.

Wishing all a very Hap-
py Children's Day! 

Supriya Khanna,
teacher,  DPS
Whitefield,
Bangalore

Celebrate this day
by lighting up
another life

Children's Day is just around the corner.
It's a day when children of all ages have
a great time at schools, playing games,

having special assemblies, and having the
choicest of goodies. Children light up the world.
Their curiosity has resulted in the greatest in-
novations of all time. Those who continue to
question nature day after day may be adults
physically, but their minds are still fresh and
ready to accept knowledge, very much like that
of a child. Every year, Children's Day celebrates
this childlike nature in every person.

We all may have the urge to know', and the
means to acquire it, like an  electronic device,
an internet connection and many more direct
as well as indirect facilities, even during the
pandemic. But what about those who have the
'urge to know', but not the required media to
do so? So many people have lost their jobs,

many of whom include daily-wage workers,
who cannot even dream of giving their chil-
dren an education now, because today the gate-
way to education opens only to those having
things like laptops, speakers and so on. Those
who do not even have enough to feed them-
selves now feel that educating their children
is nearly im-
possible.

Those chil-
dren are still
filled with cu-
riosity. The
questions are
still bubbling
within them.
Their inno-
cence still lives
on, and so does
their inquisi-
tiveness. But
they have no
way to satisfy
this curiosity.
They are still questioning the world with their
silence. Every underprivileged child seems to
ask: Why have we been deprived of our right
to learn? Are we responsible in any way for

what we are un-
dergoing? Can we
fix it?

This Children's
Day will be cele-
brated in the truest
sense only when
one child celebrates
another. Ask your-
self what you can
do to help? If you an-
swer truly, you will find
yourself contributing your
bit, with whatever little you have,
towards lighting a candle of the
mind. Be that child who finds a way
out of every problem, no matter
how 'logically impossible' it may
seem. Be that child who holds an-
other's hand with a wide smile and
a big heart. Celebrate this Chil-
dren's Day by lighting up the minds
of those children who still want to
learn. Celebrate this Children's Day
by becoming the best child you can.
Rishika Gitta, class X, Whitefield
Global School

CHILDREN'S DAY GREETINGS

Be the thinkers and
movers of society 

Each one is unique 

A canvas to nurture creativity

A gripping tale with electrifying adventures

BOOK: THE
LOST
WORLD
AUTHOR:
SIR ARTHUR
CONAN DOYLE

Diyas and lamps, happiness and excitement. Diwali
is truly the festival of joy, as it makes both chil-
dren and adults happy and joyous.

Diwali is one of the biggest festivals celebrated among
the people of India. The festivities stretch over five days.
The word Diwali comes from the Sanskrit word "Deep-
awali" which means rows of lights.

Diwali is celebrated magnificently in our family. It is
the most auspicious day of the year when goddess Lax-
mi visits our home to bless us with happiness and pros-
perity. The preparations for this marvellous festival be-
gins a month in advance, starting with proper cleaning
to remove all negativity and pessimism from the house.
After the cleansing, comes the most exciting part - Shop-

ping. Diyas, lights, dresses,
gifts, and lots more are pur-
chased.

As the festival nears, we
all get busy decorating the
house and creating the right
ambiance for the festival.

A number of delicacies are made for this festival. The
special delicacy that we make in our home is "adharasam".
This sweet dish is believed to be the food of the gods. The
cooking process is laborious and requires skill and ex-
perience in equal measure.

On the day of the festival, the rituals begin in the
evening with Ganesha pooja followed by Lakshmi pooja.
The most joyous part of Diwali is the distribution of gifts
and sweets. Unfortunately, due to Covid 19, this part will
have to be completed virtually this year.

Most children are excited about bursting crackers.
But as accountable and caring children of mother nature,
we must be generous enough to stop this.

On this Diwali, let us light a lamp of love, shoot a
rocket of prosperity. And start a new beginning with hope,
goodness, and optimism.

Happy Diwali to all!

Let's light a
lamp of love

STUDENTSPEAK
Haripriya B, class IX,
Army Public School PRTC



India should embrace split-captaincy and put Rohit Sharma in charge of their

T20 squad, several former cricketers said after the opener led Mumbai

Indians to a fifth Indian Premier League (IPL) title. Virat Kohli leads India

across formats, while Rohit usually deputises for him in limited-overs cricket
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Joe Paterno, former football player
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R
ohit topscored with a fluent 68 as Mumbai crushed

Delhi Capitals in the final to cement their position

as the IPL’s most successful team. Kohli’s Royal

Challengers Bangalore, who are yet to win an IPL

title in 13 seasons, were eliminated in the playoffs. Gambhir, who led

Kolkata Knight Riders to two IPL titles, said Rohit is a significantly

better captain than Kohli in the shortest format. Former England

captain Michael Vaughan felt delegating T20 captaincy to Rohit

would help reduce Kohli’s workload. Former India opener

Virender Sehwag also described Rohit as “the best captain

in the format” on Twitter. 

INDIA’S LOSS IF ROHIT ISN’T

MADE CAPTAIN' 
If Rohit Sharma doesn’t become

India captain, it’s their loss, not

Rohit’s. Rohit has won five IPL titles,

he is the most successful captain in the history

of the tournament. It would be a shame if he is

not made the white-ball captain

after this. Because there’s

nothing more Rohit

Sharma can do.

They can also consider

split-captaincy. No one is

poor. Rohit has shown in

white-ball cricket how big the

difference is between his and Virat’s

captaincy. One player had led his team to five

titles, the other hasn’t won yet. I’m not saying

this because Kohli is a poor captain. But he has

received the same platform that Rohit has, so

you have to judge both of them on the same

parameters. I feel Rohit stands out as a leader.

Gautam Gambhir,

former Indian opener 

IT WILL FREE VIRAT KOHLI
I honestly believe that the Indian team will

be better off in Twenty20 cricket being led

by Rohit Sharma. Virat Kohli is superhuman.

Giving away one aspect of his cap-

taincy will free him up to be the

50-overs leader and the test

match leader.

Michael Vaughan,

Former England

captain

BEST CAPTAIN IN THE FORMAT
The best T20 franchisee in

the world and the best

captain in the format.

Deserving winners, Mumbai

Indians, koi shak. Amazingly

well organised tournament

despite various 

challenges. 

Virender Sehwag,

former Indian player

Even though he was a bit inconsistent

at the start, Suryakumar Yadav

ensured that he wins it for his team

every time he stayed out for long. In

the league stage game against

Royal Challengers Bangalore

(RCB), Suryakumar also did not

shy away from having a stare-off

with skipper Virat Kohli. His innings of

79* off 43 while chasing 165 was one of

the best. Suryakumar finished the sea-

son with 480 runs.  

Now that MI have once again won the IPL title, we have a look at players who played a key role in their success 

SURYAKUMAR YADAV

I’m not someone who’ll

run with a stick behind

someone. The only way

you can do it is by giv-

ing them confidence.

So you have to strike

that right balance.
ROHIT SHARMA

Before the start

of the season, it

looked like Boult

might sit out but

MI gave him the lead

role. And Boult, who

wasn’t regarded as

highly in IPL, finished

with 25 scalps. The new

ball master got his team

early wickets on occa-

sions. In four matches

against DC, Boult scalped

at least a wicket in the

powerplay on every occa-

sion. In the Qualifier, it

was Boult who removed

Prithvi Shaw and Ajinkya

Rahane in the very first

over. And in the final, Boult dis-

missed Stoinis, Rahane and

Shimron Hetmyer.

TRENT BOULT

MI’s highest wicket-taker

of the season (27),

Bumrah played a pivotal

role in propelling his side

into the final. Even though

he couldn’t win the Purple

Cap, Bumrah maintained

an unimaginable economy

rate of 6.73 in 60 overs

that he bowled. He came

up with a number of note-

worthy performances

right throughout the sea-

son but Bumrah’s four-for

in the Qualifier stood

above all.

Kishan, who started

as a middle-order

batsman this sea-

son, was also asked

to open in Rohit's

absence. He did that

job to perfection

and shone in almost

every outing. Asked

to bat in the middle

after Rohit's return,

Ishan carried his

form and scored an

all-important 55*

off just 30 in the

Qualifier. 

JASPRIT BUMRAH ISHAN KISHAN

The MI opener played a big role in the franchise’s

success but it wouldn’t have been the case had

the team management not backed him. The

pressure to persist with De Kock even

after low returns at the start could have

forced them to bring in proven opener,

Chris Lynn. But they resisted the move.

De Kock provided solid starts to MI on

many occasions and scored 503 runs,

striking at 140.50. “We put in extra

effort. You can see it’s paid off,” de

Kock said after the final. 

QUINTON DE KOCK
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