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T
he syllabus for the class X and XII Board exams of
2021 is likely to be reduced further by the Central
Board of Secondary Education (CBSE) and Council
for the Indian School Certificate Examinations
(CISCE), as the Covid-19 situation looks set to persist

and cast a shadow over next year's exams. The class X and XII
Board exams dates may also be shifted by 45-60 days to make
up for the academic losses due to the pandemic.

The CBSE and CISCE, along with various state educa-
tion Boards, like Telangana and Gujarat, have
already reduced the academic load for the 2021
class X and XII exams by up to 30%.
However, with the schools remaining closed and classes held
only via online/distance mode, officials of both the Boards say,
there could be a need to further reduce the syllabus. A senior
CBSE official said, no decision has been taken by the Board
yet, but added, "Post 30% reduction in July, there has been
no normal classes and if the situation continues like this, there
is likelihood of further reduction of the syllabus for the Board
exams. The Board will take a call soon wwhheetthheerr  tthhee  eexxaammss  aarree
ttoo  bbee  ccoonndduucctteedd  bbaasseedd  oonn  7700%%  oorr  5500%%  ooff  tthhee  ssyyllllaabbuuss."

 Omitting lessons and poems from languages
is fine but what about subjects like
maths, science, and social science?
If crucial, inter-linked topics are
deleted, it will affect a student’s
understanding of key concepts.
Similarly, subjects with practical
application will also suffer. Syllabi
revision should be done by retaining
the core concepts
MAHAFREEN JAMBUSARWALA, Educator, Zebar
School for Children, Ahmedabad 

 To make a full question paper from a
reduced syllabus is indeed a challenge.
Truncating the syllabus further will
jeopardise the whole teaching
learning process, as chopping off
portions indiscriminately leads to a
lack of natural development of
ideas. However, the unprecedented
times that we are in, needs desper-
ate measures, and slashing the syl-
labus is one of them
KANAK SHANKAR MUKHERJEE, Teacher
Lakshmipat Singhania Academy, Kolkata 

 Reducing syllabus has to be considered after
a thorough assessment of how it will impact
students, especially with continuing education in
future classes. Moreover, it may not
be useful to take such decisions
now, as the slashed topics may
already have been taught in most
schools (around 80% of the syl-
labus has been covered). More
important, it needs to be seen
whether these chapters will be omitted from the
competitive exams as well 
ANUPAMA RAMACHANDRA, principal, DPS,
Electronic City, Bengaluru

The first thought that went through my mind,
on hearing this news was: Will this move change

my future, will I be missing out
on crucial things? But then,
academic-related losses can be
made up any time in the
future.  Reducing the syllabus
will, in fact, take the burden
off students, who are strug-
gling to adjust to the current

scenario. It will be a boost for those students,
who have remote access to remote classes
SIDDHARTH, class X, National Public School,

Chennai 

Though slashing of syllabus has become the
need of the hour, with students
finding the online mode of
learning difficult, it is definitely
going to hamper students’
future in the long run. The cur-
rent batches will unfortunately
face the brunt, as they go to

the higher classes with bare minimum knowledge
PADMASRITHA, class XI, P Obul Reddy Public

School, Hyderabad

Though it is an
appreciable effort by various Boards to help

students in this pandemic
time, it is certainly going to
prove to be a bane for the
coming academic years. The
pressure of course will be
tremendous, and it will require
loads of efforts for both teach-
ers and students to get clarity

on different subjects and topics that were given
amiss, courtesy the slashing of syllabus
UDISHA TIWARI, class X, City Montessori School,
GN2, Lucknow

STUDENTS REACT

MAJOR CHALLENGES

DROUGHTS ARE
THREATENING GLOBAL

WETLANDS: STUDY

I
n a major study, researchers have
shown how droughts are threatening
the health of wetlands globally. The
study highlights the many physical and

chemical changes occurring during droughts
that lead to severe, and sometimes irre-
versible, drying of wetland soils.

1 According to researchers, wet-
lands can suffer "water
droughts" both from the effects

of a drier climate, and also when
excessive water is extracted or
diverted that would normally flow 
into them

2 Drought often leads to severe
cracking and compaction, acidi-
fication, loss of organic matter,

and enhanced greenhouse gas (for
example methane) emissions

3 In some cases, droughts can
also lead to very long-term
(less than 10 years) and irre-

versible soil changes, with major
impacts on water quality, when soils
are re-wet after the drought ends
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Actor Akshay Kumar starrer ac-
tion-drama 'Sooryavanshi' is eye-
ing a theatrical release window

between January and March 2021, after
being pushed
from its
planned Diwali
opening, Re-
liance Enter-
t a i n m e n t
Group CEO
S h i b a s i s h
Sarkar said.

 'Sooryavanshi' was originally
scheduled to release on March 24
and the Kabir Khan-directed '83' was
set to hit the theatres on April 10
Both the movies were indefi-
nitely postponed due to the coron-
avirus pandemic
 'Sooryavanshi' is the fourth film
in Shetty's cop universe, after
Ajay Devgn's 'Singham', 'Singham
Returns', and 'Simmba', starring
Singh

'LET'S WEAR
MASKS'

 Indonesian government’s special initia-
tive 'Let's Wear Masks' will literally take
flight, as a special face mask design has
been added to one of the Garudas,
Indonesia’s Airbus A330-900neo

 It took about 60 people and nearly 120
hours to put the blue mask on to the
nose of the plane; At least four more air-
craft will be sporting masks designed by
the public

A ctress Chitrangda Singh, who has always been vo-
cal about issues like colourism and equal rights,
has emphasised on the importance of educating

girls. Recently, on the occasion of International Day of
Girl Child, the actress posted a video highlighting the
need to educate girls.She said,"by educating one girl, you
not only educate her but the entire family."

I feel if we want to invest in our future generations, the
most basic and important thing is to invest in the educa-

tion and growth of the girl child. If the mother is educated,
the children will grow up with healthier minds and bodies,
healthier communities. So, I hope people start thinking
on this and come forward for the education of a girl child 

Educate a girl, educate a 
generation: Chitrangada Singh

CELEB TALK

ENTERTAINMENT

18,006 TONS
Amount of Covid-19 biomedical
waste generated in India since
June, according to a Central
Pollution Control Board(CPCB)

data. According to the data,
MMaahhaarraasshhttrraa is the biggest contributor

to this, with 3,587 tons of waste
generation. The Covid-19 bio-
medical waste is being collect-
ed, treated and disposed by
198 common biomedical waste

treatment facilities

FACTOID

'Sooryavanshi' pushed to
2021; '83' set for a
Christmas release 

How Leonardo da Vinci's
'super-fast eye' helped
him capture Mona Lisa's
fleeting smile

S
cientists believe that Leonardo da Vinci's 
super-fast eye may have helped him catch the
enigmatic magic of MMoonnaa  LLiissaa's smile. This
superhuman trait, which top tennis and baseball

players may also share, allowed the Renaissance master
to capture accurately the minute, fleeting expressions,
and even birds and dragonflies in flight.

1 Art historians have long talked of Leonardo's
"quick eye", but David S Thaler of
Switzerland's University of Basel has tried to

gauge it in a new study showing, how he gave his
drawings and paintings uncanny emotional depth

2 Professor Thaler's research talks about how
Leonardo's eye was so keen that he man-
aged to spot that the front and back wings

of a dragonfly are out of sync, a discovery, which
took slow-motion photography to prove four 
centuries later

3 Thaler said that this gift to see what few
humans can may be the secret of Leonardo's
most-famous painting

debate

UNRAVELLED

Apple unveils iPhone 12
with 5G, including 'Mini'

and 'Pro' versions

A pple Inc on Tuesday
launched the iPhone 12 with
faster 5G connectivity

starting at $799(` 58,674 approx).

10-year-old Kerala girl
cooks 33 dishes in
less than 60 minutes

S aanvi M Prajit, a 10-year-old
girl from Ernakulam, Kerala,
has created a record by cook-

ing 33 dishes in an hour— the maxi-
mum number of dishes prepared by a
child, earning her a place in the Asia
Book of Records and the India Book
of Records. The dishes included idlis,
chicken roast, fried rice, waffles, corn
fritters, pancakes, mushroom tikka,
uttapam, paneer tikka, bulls-eye, etc 

 The iPhone 12, with a 6.1-inch
display, has flat sides with a
flush display, similar to the com-
pany's iPhone 5 and a departure
from rounded edges in recent
years nApple also introduced a
‘Mini’ version with a 5.4-inch
screen for $699(` 51,331
approx) and a ‘Pro’ version with
three cameras starting at
$999(`73,346approx).
 Apple also announced a
HomePod Mini smart speaker
that will come in white and grey

CBSE, CISCE mull further slashing of syllabus for Boards



02 “Life is short, but there is always time 
enough for courtesy.”

RALPH WALDO EMERSON, POET
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10 New Titles To Get Your Hands on, NOW

nitya.shukla@timesgroup.com

7 new titles
to get your hands on,

NOW

HOW TO BE A
WRITER
by Ruskin Bond

Mr Bond is back with yet
another super engaging
read. He takes us behind
the scenes, and shows us what it takes to be
an author.  Written in his trademark tone, 
a warm mix of understatedness, tongue-in-
cheek humour and friendliness, ‘How to be a
Writer’ is for any reader, old or young, who is
willing to put in the work. 

GET MOVING
by Shwetambari Shetty

Fitness expert and entre-
preneur Shwetambari
Shetty became popular
thanks to her dance 
fitness workouts and

training programmes. With this book, she
brings what she does best, to the comfort
of your home. The fitness guru shows how
you can incorporate movement and exer-
cise into your daily activities.

HOW TO READ
AMARTYA SEN
by Lawrence Hamilton and
foreword by Jeane Dreze 

If you know Nobel laureate
Amartya Sen, then you are
probably, aware of the diverse volume of work
he has done by now. That means reading a lot
of his books… so we suggest you start here.
This book is a comprehensive introduction to
Amartya Sen’s philosophy and covers all the
important aspects of his philosophical vision.

THE VERY,
EXTREMELY,
MOST .....
by Anand Neelakantan 

The ‘Baahubali’ series
author makes a smashing

debut as a children’s author with a book of
stories of a few VERY naughty child asuras
and their adventures. Readers, expect to
be regaled by the story of Kundakka and
Mandakka, a pair of asura twins who hate
going to school...

SKUNK AND
BADGER
by Amy Timberlake 

Under no circumstances
can a Skunk and a Badger
live together. Especially,
not these two because the quiet and orderly
Badger is a geologist and loves to do impor-
tant rock work while the Skunk, a great cook,
loves to bounce around and invite all the
neighbourhood chickens over for story time.
Yet they end up becoming housemates. 

LEARNED MEN
AND WOMEN OF
ANCIENT INDIA
by Sreelata Menon

From ancient times, India
has been popular for
being the birthplace of achievers who 
pioneered surgical techniques, solved high-
ly complex mathematical puzzles and even
attempted to turn metal into gold. This
book is an introduction to some of these
greats including Vyasa, Sushruta, etc.

THE SECRET
LIFE OF 
DEBBIE G: .....
by Vibha Batra and
Kalyani Ganapathy

Meet Debbie G, a six-
teen-year-old who becomes an online sen-
sation, OVERNIGHT. At first, she finds it fan-
tastic but soon she falls prey to the trap-
pings of social media. By that we mean she
begins to measure her self-worth through
the number of likes, comments, shares...

nitya.shukla@timesgroup.com

5 Creative activities to improve

your reading skills
at home
We learn through play. So it’s no secret that a big part of
learning to read is to make the process fun! Make the most
of life’s everyday moments to foster your curiosity,
knowledge, and interest in stories and words. Here are a
few activities that can help in developing reading skills

MUSICALS ARE THE BEST

GO ARTSY

LISTEN TO AUDIOBOOKS
ACTIVITIES: 
■ Capitalise on the joy and benefits of music by
making up silly songs as a way to develop vocabulary.
You could focus on words that start with a specific letter
of the alphabet, like a letter of the day or
week. Or, take a song you enjoy and print
out or write up the lyrics. Bonus points if
it’s the one that contains sight words. 
■ Another fun activity: dance! When you
groove, you gain an understanding of 
concepts like up/down and left/right. 

H
umans are born with an innate appreciation
for music. It’s magical to see young children
respond with joy to melodies and songs.
And, experiencing music can help in

learning to process language. According to Mary
Luehrisen, a musician, “Growing up in a 
musically rich environment is often 
advantageous for children’s language 
development.” The impact of music 
education on language development can
also be seen in the brain. So, listen more
and learn more. A

rt and cre-
ative activi-
ties can play a
huge role in

language development.
Like most activities we
take part in, art gives us
an opportunity to talk
about something new
and different. By having
a conversation about
colours, shapes, and tech-

niques, we can expand our
vocabulary and improve

communication skills. Plus,
art may help us get inspired

to make our own “word”
creations.

W
e love being told sto-
ries, and listening to
an audiobook is a fun
way to bring a book to

life. Many audiobooks have enthu-
siastic narrators, music, and sound
effects, making for an engaging ex-
perience that can be replayed again
and again (and it gives you a break
from repeat reading!). When you fol-

low along to a recording with the
words in the book, you can begin to
learn new vocabulary words and
identify sight words.

ACTIVITIES: 
■ Incorporate mini-
vocabulary lessons into
your art projects. After
you draw a picture, sit
down and reflect on it.
Ask questions about it,
writing out words that
describe the scene. You
can even make a book
out of the finished draw-
ings and later narrate
them as a picture story.

WHY AUDIO: 
Audiobooks are great for
readers of all levels, and can
be used in a number of ways,
including:
■ Introduce yourself to books
above your reading level
■ Teaches you critical
listening
■ Highlights the
humour in books
■ Introduces new genres that
you might not have otherwise
considered
■ Introduces new vocabulary
or difficult proper names or

locales or situations
■ Provides a bridge to important
topics of discussion for parents and
children who can listen together

PLAY GAMES

P
arents and teachers are all too 
familiar with the strategy of “gami-
fying” everyday tasks — brushing
teeth, getting ready for bed, eating 

dinner — as a way to engage children. Why not
do it with reading activities? There are an 
infinite number of inspiring ideas online.

ACTIVITIES: 
■ One of our favourites is a book
hunt. The game can be played with
one child or with a group. Simply
hide a few good (quick-to-read)
books around the home. Whenever

a child finds one, everyone gathers
round to listen to the book, read
aloud by the parent or child. The
game continues until all the books
are found. Children love hunting for
things, and this is a fun game that

involves movement.
■ You can also try matching games,
magnetic words, or sidewalk chalk
to encourage identify
patterns, form words,
and more.

W
hile your
parent is
preparing
dinner or

making a snack, talk to them
about what they are measuring

and point out words in the cook-
book that catches your attention.
Be curious about the ingredients
that go into your snack. Or, com-
pose an imaginary grocery list —
drawing pictures or using invent-
ed spelling is great! It encourages
phonetic awareness. You can also
invent your own kitchen lingo.

ACTIVITIES:  ■ You can draw a few of your favourite snacks, then
write out the ingredients, colours or flavours that go along with

each one. Put them together to make a cookbook. ■ Why not
go ahead and play with food at snack time? Try snacks

with letters — like Scrabble Cheez - Its or alphabet
soup — and make words with the food before

gobbling them up. Snacks can help
you in counting too

GET CREATIVE 
WITH SNACK TIME

Idli
Conversation
An

When British historian Edward Anderson on Twitter
said “Idlis are the most boring things in the world,”
the floodgates opened. Author and Congress MP
Shashi Tharoor termed the professor “truly chal-

lenged” and Tweeple agreed.
We at Times NIE tell you more
about some of the types of
idlis there are... enjoy!  

MALLIGE IDLI
It got its name and
texture from the
Jasmine flower,
these idlis are fluffy
and spongy. These
are popular in
Chennai and is
known as Kushboo.

MOODE IDLI: Famously known as
Kadubbu, Moode, Mude and Gunda,
these are cylindrically shaped idlis –
common in and around Udupi. The
batter of these idlis is same but is
cooked in a different mould.

UDUPI-STYLE IDLI
Made using 3:1 ratio of rice
and urad dal mix, Udupi-style
idli needs quite a time to get
fermented. When it comes to
Udupi style cooking, every dish
is prepared using a specific
style. These idlis are not very
fluffy but taste great.

KANCHEEPURAM IDLI
One of the most famous types,
the origin of the
Kancheepuram idli lies in the
Vardarajaswamy temple. It is
still the temple food and is
prepared using 2:1 (rice:urad

dal mix) and used to be 
traditionally cooked in large
vessels, instead of idli moulds.
Once cooked, these are
sliced. The batter is kept
overnight and later  some
ghee, cashew, Bengal gram,
cumin, curry leaves, ginger
powder and peppercorns is
added to it. Sounds yummy!

Q.1) Shashi Shanker was
honoured with the
Distinguished Fellowship
of the Institute of
Directors (IOD) 2019. He
was the chairman and
managing director of...
A. Hindustan Petroleum 
B. BHEL 
C. Oil and Natural Gas
Corporation
D. Indian Oil Corporation

Q.2) Which of the follow-

ing institutions will pro-
hibit ‘single use plastic’
from October 2?

A. AAI
B. Indian Railways  
C. CRPF 
D. Air India

Q.3) “Advancement
Through Technology” is a
slogan of which of these
following multinational
companies?
A. HP B. Dell C. BMW D. Audi

A N S W E R S

QUIZ TIME (CURRENT AFFAIRS)

KNOWLEDGE BANK (BIRDS)

1.C) Oil and Natural Gas Corporation 2. B) Indian Railways 3.D) Audi

Forest owlet
It is an endangered owl endemic
to central India. They are less in
number owing to the degradation
of their habitat, the deciduous
forests. The forest owlet belongs
to the typical owls family,
Strigidae, and is about 23 cm and
stocky, with heavily banded wings and tail and
rather unspotted crown. It has a relatively large
skull and beak, pale facial disc and yellow eyes.
They typically hunt from perches where they sit
still and wait for prey. They prey on lizards,
rodents, and other invertebrates and frogs.

Activities

Develop a story based on the 
pictures in around 250 words. Send
your entry along with your name,
class, school and picture at
toinie175@gmail.com

EXPLORE YOUR
CREATIVITY
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