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The Earth is all we have in common
Wendell Berry

TRANSFORMATORS

AUTUMN PELTIER

CRUZ ERDMANN

Canada

New Zealand

AGE

AGE

15

14

C

anadian Autumn is an Eagle Clan Anishinaabekwe (groups in
North America that base their system of kinship on patrilineal clans or totems) from Northern Ontario. She has been a
“water warrior” since the age of 8, ever since she learned of First
Nation communities (indigenous people) that couldn’t drink water
due to contamination from industrial activity and oil pipelines. In
2019, she was named the Chief Water Commissioner, representing
40 First Nations in Ontario, many of whom lack clean drinking
water. IN HER ROLE, SHE VISITS RESERVES, MEETS WITH LEADERS
AND SPEAKS GLOBALLY ABOUT INDIGENOUS AND WATER RIGHTS.

N

ow based in New Zealand, Cruz was born and raised in
Bali and has spent a lot of time diving and exploring
eastern Indonesia with his family. He fell in love with
the ocean from an early age, thanks to his parents, who work
as marine conservationists. Cruz has logged more than 160
dives since the age of 10 and has been shooting underwater
photographs since he was 12. In 2019, CRUZ’S NIGHTTIME PHO-

For the first-time ever, teenage change-makers
have been invited to take part in WEF at Davos

TOGRAPH OF A BIGFIN REEF SQUID WON HIM THE PRESTIGIOUS
TITLE OF YOUNG WILDLIFE PHOTOGRAPHER OF THE YEAR BY
LONDON’S NATURAL HISTORY MUSEUM.

AYAKHA MELITHAFA

NAOMI WADLER

South Africa

Virginia

AGE

AGE
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A

yakha lives in the village of Eerste River on the outskirts
of Cape Town, South Africa. Her mother works as a
farmer in the Western Cape, where droughts and severe
water shortages have threatened her livelihood. These changes
prompted Ayakha to act. As part of the African Climate Alliance
and the Project 90 by 2030 initiative, AYAKHA IS MOBILISING SUPPORT FOR
LOW-CARBON DEVELOPMENT AND ENERGY TRANSITION IN HER COUNTRY. In
2019, Ayakha and 15 other children submitted a petition to the UN
Committee on the Rights of the Child to hold five of the world’s leading
economic powers accountable for inaction on the climate crisis.

NATASHA MWANSA
Zambia

AGE

18

N

F

rom fighting gun violence to climate change,
their voices must be heard. From tackling
the climate crisis to fighting discrimination,
young people worldwide are taking their futures into their own hands.
The planet’s future is their future, so it’s
more important than ever to give them a
platform for their voices to be heard.
For the first time in its history, the World
Economic Forum has welcomed teenage
change-makers to the Annual Meeting in
Davos-Klosters to boost collaboration between the generations. Meet them

GRETA THUNBERG
Sweden

17

W

N

atasha, born and raised in Zambia, ADVOCATES FOR THE HEALTH AND
WELL-BEING OF YOUNG PEOPLE, PARTICULARLY AGAINST CHILD MARRIAGE.

Through her roles as junior reporter and as social accountability monitor
in various health organisations, she gathers and shares information on women
and girls’ rights and tracks stakeholder progress. She also founded the Natasha
Mwansa Foundation to promote a world in which young people are heard.
Through her work, she was selected to be part of the African
Union Commission’s Youth Advisory Board and
became the recipient of WHO’s Global
Health Leaders Award.

SALVADOR GÓMEZCOLÓN Puerto Rico

W

hen Hurricane María devastated Puerto Rico in 2017,
Salvador was told his community faced the prospect
of no power or electricity for at least a year. In
response, HE DISTRIBUTED SOLAR-POWERED LAMPS, HAND-

ho doesn’t know Greta
Thunberg. At 8 years,
she knew what the world
should see after watching a
documentary in school on climate change. Once Greta understood the climate crisis, she
experienced eco anxiety–
she stopped eating,
stopped speaking and fell
into depression. Eventually,
Greta sought all the information she could about climate
change and its causes and
began changing her own
habits to lessen her
carbon footprint. In
2018, she began
protesting outside the
Swedish
parliament. NOW, SHE IS THE YOUTH
ICON OF ENVIRONMENTAL ACTIVISM.

POWERED WASHING MACHINES AND OTHER SUPPLIES TO
MORE THAN 3,100 FAMILIES on the island. He was named

one of TIME’s 30 Most Influential Teens
of 2017 and received the
President’s
Environmental Youth
Award and the Diana
Award in
2019.
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ohamad grew up in Syria,
but fled for Lebanon when
life became too dangerous at
home. Like other refugee children, he
couldn’t go to school, so he set out to
support children in the same situation.
Together with his family, 12-year old
MOHAMAD BUILT A SCHOOL IN A REFUGEE
CAMP WHERE 200 CHILDREN NOW ACCESS
THEIR RIGHT TO AN EDUCATION. He was

awarded the International Children’s
Peace Prize in 2017 and
MTV’s Generation
Change Award
in 2018.

MOHAMAD AL JOUNDE
Syria

aomi’s student activism started when she led a walk-out
at her elementary school in Virginia to mark the onemonth anniversary of the school shooting at Marjory
Stoneman High School in Parkland, Florida. Her walk-out was 18
minutes long – 17 minutes for each student and teacher who
lost their lives, and another minute for Courtlin Arrrington, an African
American student who was murdered shortly after the Parkland shooting in
her Alabama high school. NAOMI’S MISSION IS TO EMPOWER AFRICAN
AMERICAN GIRLS and she hopes more people will join her effort to remember Courtlin and the many African-American girls lost to gun violence.

MELATI WIJSEN
Bali

M

elati grew up on the
AGE
island of Bali,
where she encountered a plastic epidemic. Swimming in
the seas just off her childhood beach, Melati recalls
emerging from the ocean
with a plastic bag
wrapped around her
arm. Inspired by a
school lesson on influential world leaders, MELATI
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FOUNDED “BYE BYE PLASTIC BAGS”

with her younger sister to organise
petitions, awareness-raising campaigns and massive beach clean-ups.
Since then, Bali has announced a law
banning single-use plastic. Melati and
her sister were part of TIME
Magazine’s Most Influential
Teens and CNN’s Young
Wonders in 2018.

FIONN
FERREIRA
Ireland

AGE

18

F

ionn grew up on a remote
island in West Cork, a seaside
region in southern Ireland.
Fionn spent his childhood creating
science projects and paddling
around the coasts of Ireland with
his kayak. Through his passion for
the outdoors, he witnessed the
effects of microplastic pollution on
the environment. When Fionn was in
high school, HE INVENTED A NEW

METHOD OF EXTRACTING MICROPLASTICS FROM THE WATER using his own

version of ferrofluid, a liquid developed by NASA. Fionn introduced the
concept at the 2019 Google Science
Fair, where he won the competition
for his methodology to remove
microplastics from water.

