
A BYTE OF LIFE

partiallyexaminedlife.com
The Partially Examined Life aims
to share the ‘joy of thinking’ with
the youth. This is done through
a series of podcasts and blogs. 

PODCASTS: The website explains
abstract philosophical concepts
and theories through 10-minute
long podcasts. They are in the
form of an informal roundtable
discussion, with each episode
based on a short reading that in-
troduces at least one philosophi-
cal question. They cover inter-
esting topics such as what beau-
ty is, why literature is important
and do we need ethics in society.

WHY: Complex philosophical con-
cepts are simplified and how! It an-
swers all your life-related queries.

PHILOSOPHY TUBE

youtube.com/phi-
losophytube
Philosophy Tube

is a Youtube channel. It was creat-
ed by Olly, a student of British uni-
versity who majored in Philosophy.
He created the channel as a way to
share ideas and allow others to
learn philosophy on their own.

VIDEOS: Each of the videos focus-
es on a philosophical idea or a
philosopher. Olly also reads out
comments and engages with his
audience. Most videos are under
10 minutes.

WHY: It is relevant today as it
connects to modern-day issues.

THE PHILOSOPHY
FOUNDATION

www.philosophy-foundation.org
The Philosophy Founda-

tion (TPF) is an edu-
cational charity
that takes philoso-
phy to schools and
communities.

SOUND CLOUD: You can

download a series of podcasts on
philosophy by Philosophy Founda-
tion on Sound Cloud. The podcasts
are hosted by philosophers from
prominent universities around the
world. For instance, in a podcast ti-
tled ‘Goodness’, young people dis-
cuss “what makes good things and
good people?” with philosopher
Michael Lacewing from Heythrop
College. In another one students dis-
cuss whether Plato was right in be-
lieving that children should not be
taught philosophy.

WHY:
This website introduces you to the
basics of philosophy and questions
pertaining to your existence. 
Promotes discussions on philo-
sophical questions, and conversa-
tions with philosophers.

In attaining our ideals,our means
should be as pure as the end!

Dr Rajendra Prasad02 BEYOND CLASSROOMS

TYPES OF HUMAN SPECIES
DISCOVERED TILL DATE

A
n international team of
scientists has announced
(on April 10, 2019) the dis-
covery of a new ancient
human species Homo lu-

zonensis. It has been named after the
island of Luzon, where the fossils were
found during excavations at the Callao
Cave. The relatively small-bodied ho-
minin is believed to have coexisted with
other ancient human species in other
parts of the world. As scientists are
busy unravelling the mysteries shroud-
ing the new species, we will take a clos-
er look at it...

The discovery
In 2007, a nearly complete foot bone
that looked human was excavated
from the Callao Cave. The 67,000-year-
old fossil was thought to belong to
Homo sapiens. During further exca-
vations between 2011 and 2015, 12
more specimens were recovered.
They included teeth, hand and foot
bones, as well as part of a femur
belonging to at least three adult and
juvenile individuals. Scientists dis-
covered that all the 13 specimens
belonged to a new species and they
named it Homo luzonensis.

Features of homo luzonensis
The physical features of luzonensis
are a mixture of those found in very
ancient and modern human species.
For instance, the teeth’s small size
and simple shape point to a more
modern individual, but the root of
the upper premolar point is a trait of
an ancient species. The finger and toe
bones are curved, like those of early
hominins and Australopithecus, like-
ly suggesting that climbing was
important to the lifestyle and sur-

vival of the species. The features of
H luzonensis challenges the wide-
ly held idea that the human line
neatly progressed from less
advanced to more advanced
species. Fossils suggest that the
hominin probably lived on the island
about 50,000 to 67,000 years ago. This
timeframe means luzonensis would
have lived at the same time as
Neanderthals, Denisovans, Homo
sapiens and the small-bodied Homo
floresiensis.

Some mystery 
Who left Africa first? It was once
thought that no humans left Africa
until about 1.5 million years ago,
when the large-bodied Homo erectus
began to disperse and settled in terri-

tories spanning Africa, Spain, China
and Indonesia. But with the latest
discovery of H luzonensis, it is
understood that the species could
have reached Southeast Asia earlier
than thought. 

NEW BRANCH IN THE FAMILY TREE

READY RECKONER
BIPEDALISM: The earliest undis-
puted members of our lineage to
regularly walk upright were the
Australopithecines. Early Homo
species, such as H erectus and H
habilis, walked on two legs. 
Fire: Homo erectus, our direct
human ancestor, was the earliest
known fire-starter.
HANDLING TOOLS: Which group
first began knocking stones into
shape isn’t known. However,
Homo habilis, or “handy man”
were the earliest, who were able
to grip objects firmly and dex-
terously between their thumb
and fingertips.

1. HOMO GAUTENGENSIS: 
Homo gautengensis had big teeth

suitable for chewing plant materi-
als. It was small brained and was

probably an ecological special-
ist. It apparently produced and
used stone tools and may

even have made fire, as
there is evidence for burnt
animal bones associated

with Homo gautengensis’
remains. This species stood over

3-foot-tall (0.91 m) and weighed
about 110 pounds (50 kg). It could walk on two feet when on
the ground, but probably spent time in trees.

2. HOMO HABILIS
Homo habilis is least similar to
modern humans of all species in
the genus Homo, and its classifi-
cation as Homo has been the
subject of controversial
debate since its first propos-
al in the 1960s. Homo habilis
was short and had dispropor-
tionately long arms com-
pared to modern humans.
Homo habilis had a cranial
capacity less than half of the
size of modern humans. Despite the
ape-like bodies, their remains are
accompanied by primitive stone tools.

3. HOMO ERGASTER
Homo ergaster had thinner bones,

more protrusive face, and lower
forehead. This species had
smaller more orthognathous
(less protrusive) face, a small-
er dental arcade, and a larger
cranial capacity(700–900 cm
in earlier Homo ergaster spec-
imens). Homo ergaster

remained stable for ca. 500,000
years in Africa before disappear-

ing from the fossil record around
1.4 million years ago sans an iden-

tifiable cause. 

6. HOMO ERECTUS
Homo erectus had a cranial
capacity greater than that
of Homo habilis. The
earliest remains
show a cranial capaci-
ty of 850 cm, while the
latest Javan specimens
measure up to 1,100 cm.
The face is more orthog-
natic (less protrusive).
These early hominins
stood about 1.79 m (5 ft 10 in),(Only 17 per cent of mod-
ern male humans are taller) and were extraordinarily
slender, with long arms and legs. 

7. HOMO RUDOLFENSIS
In Homo rudolfensis, the cranial
capacity based on the new con-
struction was reported to be down-
sized from 752 cm to about 526
cm. When compared to other older
Homo habilis fossils, the mandible

and the jaw of homo rudolfensis
did not fit within the limits of
variation of the Homo habilis.
Homo rudolfensis displays less
prognathism and a more round-

er braincase rather than a bun-
ning brain case. A male Homo

rudolfensis has massive teeth in com-
parison to a female Homo habilis.

8. HOMO HEIDELBERGENSIS
Homo heidelbergensis are likely
to be descended from the
morphologically very sim-
ilar Homo ergaster from
Africa. But because
Homo heidelbergensis
had a larger brain-case
— with a typical cra-
nial volume of
1,100–1,400 cm overlap-
ping the 1,350 cm average
of modern humans — and had
more advanced tools and behaviour, it has been given a
separate species classification. 

4. HOMO ANTECESSOR
Homo antecessor was about 1.6–1.8 m

(5–6-foot-tall), and males
weighed roughly 90 kg. Their
brain sizes were roughly
1,000–1,150 cm, smaller than
the 1,350 cm average of mod-
ern humans. Due to fossil
scarcity, very little is known

about their physiology.

5. HOMO CEPRANENSIS
Homo cepranensis is a proposed

name for a human species,
known from only one skull

cap discovered in
1994. The age of the

fossil is estimated to
be between 350,000 and

500,000 years old.

Put on your
thinking cap
Have you ever pondered about the meaning of life, your
existence and the universe? If you have questions, some of
these websites will help you understand the basics of life
and philosophy 

We all know that humans originated from ape-like ancestors. Homo
sapiens are the only extant members (still alive) of the subtribe
Hominina. Scientists currently 
recognise some 15 to 20 
different species of early 
humans. Times NIE helps 
you revise 
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