
“Do not believe what your teacher tells you
merely out of respect for the teacher” 

Gautama Buddha

QUERIES RELATING TO 
LANGUAGE SKILLS
Do you find grammar confusing? Do you get stuck with
words when writing a letter, an essay or a blog? Do you
have a fear of public speaking? Or do you simply want
to improve your communication skills? Times NIE is
here to help you to master the intricacies of the English
language. Just shoot us your queries on

toinie175 @gmail.com

02

INTO 
When referring to motion, it is gram-
matically correct to say “into” rather
than “in.”
Incorrect: I jumped in to the river.
Correct: I jumped into the river.
Incorrect: He threw the ball in 
the basket.
Correct: He threw the ball into the basket.

ON/IN 
Let’s meet on next Monday.
I got a promotion in last June.

Normally we use on for days and in for
months:
Let’s meet on Monday.
I got a promotion in June.
Except with last/next:
Let’s meet next Monday.
I got a promotion 
last June.

FOR/SINCE
“For” measures time while “since”
refers to a specific period. For example,
He has been travelling for five years.
He’s been with the company since it was
established.

AT NIGHT
People wake up in the morning, go
shopping in the afternoon, meet their
families in the evening and go out 
at night.
Incorrect: Amit often goes out in 
the night.
Correct: Amit often goes out at night.

MARRIED TO
If we want to describe someone’s mar-
ital status, it will be correct to say that
one person is married to another.
Incorrect: John is married with Katy.
Correct: John is married to Katy.

ASK + PREPOSITION
Another tricky question for non-natives
is whether to use preposition between
“ask” and the mention of the person
the verb is referring to.
Incorrect: I asked to Tom to get this done.
Correct: I asked Tom to get this done.
You see “to” is used before the verb,
not after “ask.” 

TO/AT
“At” tells where an object or subject is
while “to” refers to another location.
For example:
We arrived at the station.
Mary returned to the store.

IN VS. OF
Incorrect: The Nile is the longest river
of the world. 
Correct: The Nile is the longest river 
in the world. 
Remember that of relates to belong-
ing, while in refers to being inside or
within some place. We speak about
countries and things being in the
world, not of the world. On the other
hand, when we describe some place to
which a person or thing is native, we
use of and not in. For example: 
I always dreamed of being famous. 
I am in my friend’s place now.

Incorrect: He is a citizen in Greece.
Correct: He is a citizen of Greece.

THROW TO VS. THROW AT
If you throw something to someone,
such as a ball, you intend for that per-
son to catch it. For example:
EExxaammppllee: She threw the ball to the dog.
He caught it and ran away with it.
If you throw something at someone, you
want to hit them with it. This could be
because you are angry with them, as in:
Example: The batsman threw the bat at
the bowler in a fit of rage. 

POINT TO VS. POINT AT
You can point to or at a person as
well as an object. If we point to
someone or something, we are in-
dicating a location or direction.
For example:
She pointed to the sky.

If we point at someone or something,
we draw attention to that specific
person or thing, as in:
“‘You’re the one who stole my
bag!’ she shouted, pointing at
the thief.”
Sometimes the difference be-
tween the two is very subtle, and
we can use either preposition with
little or no change in meaning.
“He pointed at/to his watch and
said, ‘I must go. It’s very late.’”

PREPOSITIONS AND MEET
Meet normally means ‘come face to face
with somebody or something’. If it is
used in this way, it cannot be used with
the preposition ‘with’.
Incorrect: I met with your friend.
Correct: I met your friend.
Meet with – meaning ‘to experience’.
Incorrect: He met misfortune.
Correct: He met with misfortune.

TALKING ABOUT
AND

DISCUSSING
‘Talking’ and
‘discussing’ are
similar activi-
ties, so people of-
ten treat these

words as inter-
changeable. How-

ever, you should only
use the preposition ‘about’

after ‘talking’. For example:
Correct: We’re talking about
extreme sports. 

Correct: We’re discussing
extreme sports. 
Incorrect: We’re discussing
about extreme sports.

MIND YOUR LANGUAGE

PREPOSITION 
MISTAKES

Hi friends.  We are 

Prepositions (e.g. at, in and on) have several
uses, which can make it difficult to know which

preposition to use

English is full of contronyms — words
that have two opposite meanings

If you clip something, are you cutting it
or attaching it together? If something
is transparent, is it invisible or obvious?
The answer, confusingly, could be either
one. Contronyms are also sometimes re-
ferred to “Janus words” after the two-
faced Roman god.

The meaning of words can change
depending on which syllable is stressed
According to linguist Jakub Marian, if
the stress is on the second syllable, it usu-
ally becomes a verb. For example, an AD-
Dress is the place where someone lives.
To addRESS someone is to talk to them.

Irregular plural words don’t have an S
at the end

“Child” becomes “children.” “Person” be-
comes “people.” “Tooth” becomes “teeth.”
“Foot” becomes “feet.” The list goes on.

Homophones — different words that
sound the same — are tough
Homophones are words that have dif-
ferent meanings but sound the same.
For example, “worn” can mean that
something is worn out and weathered,
and “warn,” pronounced the same way,
is to caution someone.

Even native English speakers mess up
“who” and “whom”
Here’s a trick: if you can replace the
word with “he,” “she,” or “they,” use
“who.” (Who wants to go to the park?
He/she/they want to go to the park.)

If you can replace the word with
“him,” “her,” or “them,” use “whom.”
(Whom did you see at the park? You saw
him/her/them.)

Idioms often make no sense

Why does “it’s raining cats and dogs”
mean that it’s raining hard? Why is an
easy thing considered “a piece of
cake?”
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LIST OF
PREPOSITIONAL

PHRASES
The following is by no
means a complete list of
prepositional phrases... 

Afraid of Love of
Concern for Study for
Worry about Down the tree
Up the hill  Into the woods
Within the book’s pages
Through the tunnel 
 In spite of  Instead of 
Any more On account of 
To the fact that
Because of

1. She ordered for cook’s dismissal.

2. This girl resembles to my sister.

3. He will inform to your brother.

4. Has he disposed the application?

5. Don’t violate against the rules.

6. Don’t sign on the contract.

7. Please assist to him in 
this matter.

8. I saw that
news on the
newspa-
pers.

9. John has
been absent
from Friday.

10. I jumped in to 
the river.

ANSWERS 
1. She ordered the cook’s
dismissal.
2. This girl resem-
bles my sister.
3. He will inform
your 
brother.
4. Has he dis-
posed of the applica-
tion?
5. Don’t violate the rules.
6. Don’t sign the contract.
7. Please assist him in this 
matter.
8. I saw that news in the 
newspapers.
9. John has been absent
since Friday.
10. I jumped into the river.

10 REASONS why English
language is complicated

English is full of homographs — words that
are spelled the same, and even often pro-
nounced the same, but mean different things

There’s tear (to rip) and tear (as in crying), bass (a type of fish)
and bass (a low sound), bat (a piece of sports equipment and bat
(an animal) bow (a type of knot) and bow (to incline) to name a few. 

“Though,” “through,” “thorough,”
“thought,” “tough,” and “trough”
all mean different things and are
pronounced differently.
Six letters, apparently infinite com-
binations.

Even if you can spell a word correct-
ly, you might be saying it wrong

Widely-used pronunciations can be
completely wrong. For example,
“mischievous” is often pronounced
“miss-chee-vee-us,” but the correct
way is “miss-chiv-us.”

Words are spelled in counter 
intuitive ways with silent letters
Some words begin with silent let-
ters, like “knight,” others have them
in the middle, like “Wednesday,” and
some have them towards the end,
like “reign.” A new children’s book
called “P is for Pterodactyl” pokes
fun at English words with silent let-
ters and bizarre spellings.
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The words we use can have a huge impact on our
lives. Our word choices can undermine our success
or indicate higher levels of stress, but they can
also help us reach our goals and impress people.
Don’t be hesitant — use one of these  words next
time you want to sound smart

OBFUSCATE
Definition: to
make obscure or
unclear
Sounds smarter
than: confuse,
complicate
Example: The
con man hoped
to obfuscate the
elderly woman by
using large words
to describe his
investment plan.

EQUANIMITY
Definition: mental or

emotional stability or com-
posure, especially under tension

or strain
Sounds smarter than: chill, calm
Example: He received the bad
news with surprising equanimity.

PERFUNCTORY
Definition: lacking interest, care,
or enthusiasm
Sounds smarter than: lazy,
careless
Example: She gave a perfunctory
little smile of dismissal..

FASTIDIOUS
Definition: excessively particular,
critical, or demanding; hard to
please
Sounds smarter than: picky,
demanding
Example: He is very fastidious about
how a suitcase should be packed.

BLOVIATE
Definition: to speak pompously
Sounds smarter than: brag
Example: If you are someone
that likes to bloviate, you can
spend a solid hour talking to
people about pretty much noth-
ing at all

PUSILLANIMOUS
Definition: lacking courage 
Sounds smarter than: coward-
ly, timid
Example: The pusillanimous sol-
dier cried because he was
scared of the gunfire. 

PARSIMONIOUS
Definition: unwilling to spend
money or use resources
Sounds smarter than: cheap,
stingy
Example: His parsimonious 
nature did not permit him to
enjoy any luxuries.

NINE SYNONYMS FOR
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LURID
Definition:
glaringly vivid
or sensational
Sounds
smarter than:
shocking
Example: I do
not want to hear
the lurid details
of your frog dis-
section!

DIATRIBE
Definition: a
forceful and
bitter verbal
attack 
Sounds
smarter
than: attack
Example: The
candidate
made a dia-
tribe against
his opponent.

PREPOSITION MISTAKES!


