
It’s important to make your
voice heard. 

Send Letters to the Editor

at ttooiinniiee117755@@ggmmaaiill..ccoomm

“Do not believe what your teacher tells you
merely out of respect for the teacher.”
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ONE WORLD, DIFFERENT PERSPECTIVES
Explore diversity in vision and figure out how the same topic may be viewed
differently by different folks. This is a mirror to society and life

The first recorded uses of oil 
Crude oil that had bubbled to the surface was
used by the ancient people of the Middle East.
The Babylonians — modern day Iraqis — used oil
to waterproof their boats and as mortar in build-

ing construction. The Egyptians also used oil in
the preparation of mummies to help preserve
corpses. However, it would be a long time before
the full potential of this mysterious black sub-
stance would be understood, or exploited.
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The modern oil industry is born
The oil industry as we know it began in the
mid-19th century with the discovery of the
world’s first commercially viable oil well in the
US. It came at a time when emerging technol-
ogy created new products from oil. One prod-
uct, kerosene, became popular as a cheap,
clean fuel for lighting homes. A few years
later, America’s first commercial oil well was
created at Titusville, Pennsylvania, when a
new technique was pioneered using a

pipeline to line the bore holes to allow deeper
drilling. In 1885, German mechanical engi-

neer, Karl Benz, built the world's first
practical automobile to be powered
by an internal-combustion engine.
The demand for oil further acceler-
ated with the invention of the
motor car. In 1908, the oil was also
discovered in the Middle East.
Soon other reserves were found

across the region.

WWI shows how much the
world depended on oil
World War I was a war,” writes histori-
an Daniel Yergin, “that was fought
between men and machines. And these
machines were powered by oil.”
Modern warships were converted from
coal burners to run on oil as it allowed

them to move faster and stay at sea
for a longer while. Oil was one of the
few resources the British Empire did
not produce and access to Middle
Eastern oil became a strategic priority.
Rival nations also rushed to secure
their own sources of oil. By the 1920s,
oil had become the lifeblood of nation-
al security to the US and Great Britain.

Post-war carve up of Middle East oil
August 8, 1944, the Anglo-American Petroleum
Agreement was signed, dividing Middle Eastern oil
between the US and UK. Former American President
Franklin D. Roosevelt said, “Persian oil... is yours.
We share the oil of Iraq and Kuwait. As for Saudi
Arabian oil, it’s ours.”

The largest conventional oil field in the world discovered 
Ghawar field discovered in Saudi Arabia — the largest conventional oil
field in the wolrld contains about 80 billion barrels. It was so important
that the US military planners once debated how to seize it by force.
Ghawar, which is about 174 miles long has “accounted for more than half
of the total cumulative crude oil production in the kingdom.” But, accord-
ing to a 2019 report in Bloomberg, the Permian in the US has eclipsed
Ghawar to become the largest oil production basin.Middle Eastern nations’ power display

In the 1950s the balance of power shifted as the Middle
East began to realise its potential. This shift became
apparent to Britain during the Suez Crisis. Britain used the
Suez Canal as an import route for Middle Eastern oil. When Egypt
regained the canal, not only was it a blow to British pride and power
but it also saw Britain pay a higher price for oil. Other oil-producing
nations began to exert their influence. As Western nations’ dependency
on oil increased, Middle Eastern nations realised the strength of their
bargaining position and renegotiated existing deals with Western oil
companies for a greater share of the oil profits.

Oil-producing countries
formed OPEC 
The Organization of the Petroleum
Exporting Countries (OPEC) is a group
consisting of 14 of the world’s major oil-
exporting nations. Its aim is to manage
the supply of oil in an effort to set the
price of oil on the world market, in order

to avoid fluctuations that might affect the
economies of both producing and pur-
chasing countries. Countries that belong
to OPEC include Iran, Iraq, Kuwait, Saudi
Arabia, and Venezuela (the five founders),
plus the United Arab Republic, Libya,
Algeria, Nigeria, and five other countries.
Members of OPEC produce about 45% of
the world’s crude oil. 

The world’s first oil crisis 
Arab oil producers wielded their power
even further when they used their
control of oil to influence the political
agenda. In 1973, the Organisation of
Arab Petroleum Exporting Countries
instigated a Western oil embargo fol-
lowing American support for Israel in
the Yom Kippur War against Egypt and
Syria. Oil supplies became scarce and
prices soared.

American fracking revolution 
Hydraulic fracturing, or fracking, is a
process of injecting liquid at high
pressure into subterranean rocks,
boreholes, etc. so as to force open
existing fissures and extract oil or
gas from them. The International
Energy Agency’s (IEA) latest five-year
outlook sees the US overtaking
Russia and potentially Saudi Arabia as
an oil exporter by 2024. 

Great Recession 
The global financial crisis caused
prices to plummet 78.1% from July to
Dec. Crude oil prices hit a record high
— over $147.27 per barrel in July. The
prices have since dropped drastically. 

Oil discovered in
Kuwait and
Saudi Arabia

US
16.2%

Saudi Arabia
13%
Russia  

12.1%
Canada  
5.5%

Iran 
5.0%

Iraq 
4.9%

UAE 
4.2%

China 
4%

Kuwait 
3.2%

Brazil 
2.8%

* % denotes the
share of global 
oil production

TOP 10
oil producers
in the world

What are the
Byproducts of
crude oil? 
After crude oil is removed from
the ground, it is sent to a
refinery where different
parts of the crude oil are sepa-
rated into useable petroleum
products. These petrole-

um products include gasoline, distil-
lates such as diesel fuel and heating
oil, jet fuel, petrochemical feedstocks,

waxes, lubricating oils, and asphalt.
In addition to the products
mentioned earlier, ink,
clothing, detergents and
bandages all contain oil

by-products. Only 50% of crude
oil is refined into fuel. 

TERMS YOU
MUST KNOW 
CRUDE OIL: This is
a naturally occur-
ing and unrefined
product of petrole-
um that can be
refined to petro-
chemicals.

PIPELINES: A
tubular arrange-
ment for the
transmission of
crude oil, refined
products, and nat-
ural gas from the
wellhead, refinery,
and storage facili-
ty to the customer. 

OIL FIELD: An oil
field is a tract of
land used for
extracting petrole-
um or crude oil,
from the ground.
This area can be
large, extending
for several miles. 

REFINERY: A large
hub composed of
many different
processing units
that are used to
convert crude oil
into finished or
refined products. 

1944

1956

1960

197319982008

1948

LETTERS TO 
THE EDITOR 

How to manage the 
plastic problem    
1. Introducing a ban on the utilisation of
single-use plastic in the area.
2. Increasing staff to look after garbage
disposal in an area.
3. Creating biogas plants at public places so
that gas can be used for cooking and the
leftover used as manure for growing plants.
4. Encouraging people to use cotton and
jute bags.

5. Introducing a system of 'the needy
fridge' that is setting up a fridge in a
public place so that everybody can
donate leftover food.
6. 'Recycle Rewards' (giving away free
food against plastic bought for recycling)
should be initiated (like in Ahmednagar)
so that people collect more plastic and
there will be no need to hire new staff to
look after cleanliness.
7. The government should also offer sub-
sidies and incentives to companies pro-
ducing eco-friendly products.
SRINIVAS A JANGITI, class IX, Fr. Agnel

Multipurpose School & Jr. College,

Ambernath

True contentment
Some might perceive happiness as having
a party or going on a long drive. But
these are only on one side of a coin. The
other side is the comfort and satisfaction
that we get from the happiness of other
people by helping them. Offering a help-
ing hand to the needy is the greatest act
of humanity which makes our life worthy
and shapes our personality as a good
human being. Our nation is truly blessed
with great men and women known for

their selfless services to humanity like
Mahatma Gandhi and Mother Teresa.
Mother Teresa dedicated her life to the
service of mankind, especially the poor
and the destitute, by setting up hospitals
for the poor. Gandhi guided India towards
independence by invoking the spirit of
patriotism and nationalism. He is a true
inspiration to all of us!
BHARGAVI JAISWAL, class X, Podar World

School, Sherkhi

Lifelong friendship
Friendship is a sweet bond filled with love,
care, affection, sharing and happiness.
Most people long for a good friendship
throughout their lifetime. Friendship does-
n’t care about anything except inner beau-
ty. The secret of a lifelong friendship is the
cardinal rule that besties should be with
each other both in happiness and sorrow.
Besties should serve as an instant helping
hand to each other. They should serve as
the best consoler and share true love that
makes their friendship everlasting. 
R PAVITHRA, class XI, Bethel Mat Hr Sec

School, Velachery

Oil is measured in barrels.
One barrel is equal to 
159 litres (approx). This
standard measurement was
adopted in 1866.

1914-18

Oil is created from the
decomposition
of organic materials under
intense heat and pressure
over millions of years.

OPEC countries hold over
three-quarters
of the world’s proven oil
reserves.
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Idon't feel that the
odd-even scheme is
a good decision as

it is just for 11 days
and will only lead to
economic and trade
loss. Instead, measures
should be taken to
ban firecrackers in

Delhi. Providing free Wi-fi and the
installation of 11,000 hotspots across
the capital should be a good move.
SRINIVAS A JANGITI, class IX, Fr Agnel
Multipurpose School & Jr College,
Ambernath

P luto should be
reinstated as a
planet. In fact,

the criteria that need
to be considered to
identify a planet
should be altered. A
planet should be
defined as a body which is in a direct
and fixed orbit around a star. It must
be big enough to make sure its gravita-
tional force results in making its shape
spherical.’ This definition of a planet
will place Pluto in the planet list.
PRACHI JAIN, class VII, St Helen’s School,
Howrah

Delhi High Court
has stated
rightly that

birds can’t be caged as
they have fundamental
rights. We keep our
pet parrots caged
without thinking that
they too have emo-

tions. They can be left in a sanctuary
and can be admired by us from a safe
distance. It’s time to show animals
some more care and concern. 
S JEFRIN ANTONY, class XI, Bethel MHSS,
Chennai

ABIRDS HAVE EMOTIONS TOO

It’s ban PLUTO IS A PLANET

LOSSES WITH ODD EVEN 

In India today,
especially in metro
cities, people are

racing to learn English
and neglecting Hindi.
But the home minister
should understand that
when a language tries
to dominate over other
languages, people feel disturbed as lan-
guage is the base and soul of a person
and no human can live without his soul. 
PRIYANSHU SINGH, class X, New Delhi
Public School, New Delhi

SPEAK
OUT

EXPRESS YOURSELF
Feel strongly about what you
read? Please send us your views
and opinions along with your pics
at ttooiinniiee117755@@ggmmaaiill..ccoomm. To post
comments/articles/photos online,
register at www.toistudent.com
and start a debate.

Q Should Hindi be
declared the

official language?
Your views...

LANGUAGE IS OUR SOUL

In India, known for
its diverse reli-
gions, languages

and culture, we need
to have a common lan-
guage to communicate
with each other on a
professional and per-
sonal level. Hindi is

spoken by most Indians, so declaring it
the official language would be appro-
priate, provided it doesn't lead to
majoritarianism. It would be helpful for
people who want to settle in a differ-
ent state and it will give India an iden-
tity it can be proud of.  
INJEELLA HIMANI, class X, Somerville
School, Greater Noida

GIVE INDIA AN IDENTITY


